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The United States 
Postage Stamps 

of 

The 19th Century 
By LESTER G. BROOKMAN9 R. D. P. 

INTRODUCTION 
It seems to us that this Introduction need not differ much from that of our 

"Nineteenth Century Postage Stamps of the United States", written and pub
lished in 1947, but now long out of print. It should be understood that facts 
do not change and those that were accurately presented in our earlier writings 
are often repeated word for word here. We have made no changes for the sake 
of change or to try to give the impression that this work is entirely new from 
cover to cover. I t is not nor could it be. 

On the other han<l. this book definitely is not a reprint . vVe have made a 
real effort to check every new bit of information that has come our way in the 
past 20 years. New facts rliseovered in that period have been adde<l, necessary 
corrections have been made, and over 450 new il l ustrations have been incor
porated in these 3 volumes. 

We hope this work contains improvements over our previous writings 
that will prove to be of value and interest to collectors and students. 

A OATN IT is our general purpose, as was the case with our previous phila
telic efforts, "Noles on the Grilled Issues of the United States," "The 
Bank Note Issues of United States Stamps, 1870-1893," "The United 

States Stamps of 1847" and "The 19th Cenfitry Postage Stamps of the United 
States", to bring together such facts as will enable most collectors to properly 
classify their stamps, and, in addition, to present such facts as are of general 
interest. Although a considerable amount of detailed information is given in 
this work, no effort has been made to go into every minute variation that is of 
interest only to advanced specialists . 

The principal difficulty of the collector who wishes to study these stamps 
through what has been written about them is not that there actually i-; a lack 
of such material . l\1uch has been written about these stamps in the past three

quarters of a century but the writings are so scattered through books, pamphlets, 
and various philatelic mag-azines , that so far as the average collector is con
cerned, much of this material might well not exist. 

It is also true that in this period a not inconsiderable number of contra
dictory articles have appeared, and it is not always easy to decide which articles, 
or portions of articles, are of value at this time. 

Our desire is to separate the wheat from the chaff, add what we can, con
centrate the results into this one work, and present them in such a manner as 
may prove interesting and instructive to the collectors for whom these books are 
written. 



We believe it can be said without fear of contradiction that the four fore
most students of these stamps have been Stanley B. Ashbrook, Dr. Carroll Chase, 
John N. Luff, and Elliott Perry. Ashbrook authored the great two volume 
work "The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857,'' " The United States 
Ten Cent Stamp of 1855-1857," and a great many of the most important 
articles that h ave appeared in the maj or philatel ic magazines during the 
past decade ; Chase authored the magnificent book "The 3c Stamp of The 
United States 1851-1857 Issue" as well as many of our finest magazine ar
ticles on early 19th Century stamps ; John N. Luff will forever be remem
bered as one of the greatest of our early students and particularly for his 
classical book "The Postage Stamps of the United States" published at the 
turn of the century and from which considerable information has been drawn 
for use in this work ; and Ell iott Perry has earned l asting phi latel ic fame not 
only thru his great achievement of being the first to plate the lOc 1 847, the 
study of which was published in Gerial form in the "Collectors Club Philatelist" 
some twenty years ago, but also because of the fact that he has authored many 
other important philatelic works and is the publisher of "Pat Paragraphs" in 
which he has dispensed a great amount of information concerning tha 19th 
Century U. S. Stamps.  To these four men those of us who are interested in 
these stamps owe a very real debt. 

In addition to the above, numerous ot'.ler students have had many fine 
19th Century articles in the phi'atelic press and we particularly wish to men
tion Dr. W. L. Babcock, Clarence Brazer, George B. Sloane, and Phil ip H. 
Ward, Jr. ,  all of whom have pasr·ed on but each left a ph il atel ic monument built 
during their lifetime. 

It certainly is a high privi lege , and one we most sincerely appreciate, to 
have been able to draw, carte b:an"he, up::m the works of the distinguished 
phi late l ists mentioned above .  

We wish to call particular a tten tion to the fact  th:�t a great many of the 
illustrations found in this book came !rom Stan l ey n. Ashbrook , wh ose most 
generous friendship made it possibl e fc r u;; to haw unlimited access to h is out
standing file of photographs , and , in addition, made it possible for ll'> to have 
unlimited use of the informa tion contained in all of his published works. 

The outstanding U. S. collcetion formed by Saul Newbury was constantly at 
our disposal and was of great as.sistance .  This co l lection , considered. by emi
nent phi latel ists as one of the greatest of all U. S. collections , contained a wealth 
of the material that  is so necessary for study purp cses , and it is with great 
pleasure that we pre�ent a c onsiderab le number of illustrations of choice items 
that were in the Newbury Collection but which now have been sold in a number 
of out,tanding auctions .  

Finally , we wish to make this  ob>:ervation: Paragraphs that can be read 
in  a few moments often represent the result of a gr<:>at many hours, or days, 
of the most concentrated effort and study by many .;;tudents . Tho.�e collectors 
who thoroughly realize the truth of th is 'tgtement get th e mast out of ph ilatel ic 
literature and the stamps with which su�h literature is concerned. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Many philatelists have given me material for illustrations, or information 

contained herein. I especial ly wish to th ank the following : Wm. 0. B ilden , 
John L. Norbeck, Norton D. York, Cedora Hanus , Mort imer Neinken , C .  C.  
Hart , Maryette B .  Lane,  E dwin E .  Puls, Jerome S .  Wagshal ,  Robert A.  Siegel , 
Gordon Harmer, Alvin Witt, the firm of II. H.. Harmer. Inc., Anthony Russo, 
Henry W. Hill, Earl Oakley, Andrew Levit t , Raymond Weill , Roger Weill ,  
James Baxter, Julius Stol ow, George Sloane , Allen H. Seed , Jr .  and H. J. & 
J. D. Baker. If  I have left out anyone to whom my thanks are due it is a 
mistake of the mind and not of heart. 



Chapter I 

TH E PROC ESS USED I N  TH E P ROD UCTION OF 
LI NE E NCRA VED ST AM PS 

DURING the period covered by  this book, from 1847 through 1899, all of 
the postage stamps of the United States were produced through the 
medium known as Line Engraving. Since we believe that an elementary 

knowledge of this process is important to all who are interested in the stamps 
of this period, we will devote the first portion of this book to a brief explana
tion of this method of producing stamps. 

Figure 1. Tn>l.,al Die of an Early Period. 

Making the die. The first step in the production of a stamp is to engrave the 
die. The die is a small flat piece of soft steel, usually about 3%" square and 
about 14" to %" thick, upon which i s  engraved the design desired for the stamp. 
The lines are cut into the steel by the engraver, the design being engraved in 
reverse because the printing proce£s naturally reverses the design so that, for 
instance, if a portrait is desired to face the left on the stamp it must be cut facing 
right on the die. A glance at an ordinary rubber stamp with wording on it 
will show why this is true. After the engraving is comple'.ed upon the die, the 
die is subjected t-0 a hardening process so that it becomes able to withstand 
the pressure to which it is subjected during the next step in the process of 
making the plate. 

The Trans[ er roll. After the die is completed, the next step in the plate 
making process is to make a ' ' transfer roll . ' '  The transfer roll is the medium 
which makes possible the transfer of the die design to as many positions as are 
desired upon the steel plate. A blank roll of soft steel, usually a little over an 
inch in width and three inches in diameter, although these dimensions are of 
course not fixed, is mounted on an axle or mandrel, and, as can be seen in the 
illustration, it is then placed under the bearers of a transfer press so that it 
can roll upon its axis. The die, which now is hardened steel, is placed directly 
under the transfer roll and, while pressure is applied to the transfer roll, the 
bed of the press which now is carrying the die is moved back and forth under 
increasing pressure until the soft steel of the transfer roll has been forced into 
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every line that is present in the die. The result of this operation is that every 
line that has h€en cut in the die now stands up in relief on the face of the 
transfer roll. The design that now is on the surface of the roll is known as a 
''relief.'' 

Figure 2. Die nnd Trnn.sfer Roll with 2 Reliefs in Transfer Press. 
(Courtesy James H. Baxter) 

Relief. Usually, but not always, more than one relief is made on the trans
fer roll, and unless these are so nearly identical that they cannot be told, one 
from another, they will produce positions on the plate from which stamps can 
be identified as having come from a position that was entered with a certain 
relief. When such reliefs can be identified, and such usually is the case, they 
commonly are given arbitrary names such as ''Relief A, '' ''Relief B,'' etc. The 
reasons that the reliefs made from the same die are not identical are numerous. 
For instance, during the process of entering one relief a tiny bit of foreign 
material may get on the die and register on the relief during the transferring of 
the design ; or an imperfection in the steel of the die or roll may break down 
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and thus cause a difference between one relief and another. Some reliefs are 
known to have intentionally been altered, or to have intentionally been "short 
transferred" from the die to the roll, so that not all of the die design is trans
ferred to the roll. After the relief, or reliefs, have been made on the roll by 
Transferring the die design to the roll, the roll is hardened as was the die. 

The Plate. The plates from which U. S. 19th Century stamps were printed 
were made of soft steel. Normally the plates were h::>.rdened after the designs 
were entered although the evidence is that certain of the plates were not subjected 
to any hardening process. The plates were about a quarter of an inch thick 
and were usually of a size that would accommodate 200 positions on the plate. 
Most of the U. S. plates of 19th century stamps had 200 positions although there 
were exceptions to this general rule. 

In making a plate, the blank steel plate is placed upon the bed of the trans
fer press and the hardened transfer roll is brought to bear, under pressure, 
against the plate. As the plate is rocked back and forth under the transfer roll, 
the design, which is in relief upon the roll, of course is entered into the plate . 

F1&'Q1'e 8. Tranafer Roll and Stamp Plate In Tralll!lfer Pr"""· (Courtesy James H. Baxter} 
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The operation is repeated upon as many positions as are desired on the plate. 
In order to locate the proper spot where the roll is to be entered on each posi
tion, certain dots and layout lines are marked on the plate before it is entered. 
After all the positions have been entered these markings usually are burnished 
out of the plate so far as that is possible. After this is done the plate is hard
ened and is ready for use. It is understood, of course, that the plate has been 
properly machined to fit the stamp press. 

Printing from the plate. The paper used in printing from such plates as are 
commonly called line engraved plates, is moistened so that it may better take 
the ink from the plate. To prepare the plate for printing the ink is worked 
onto the plate with an ink roller or a dabber so that the plate is thoroughly 
covered with ink. (It should be understood that we are concerned here with 
the methods used in the 19th century). After the ink has been worked into 
all of the lines in the plate the printer removes the surplus ink from the surface 
of the plate. The bulk of this ink is remoYed with a cloth but a thin film of 
ink is still left on the plate. The final film of ink is removed from the surface 
of the plate by process of skillful polishing with the bare hands. The stamp 
paper then is carefully placed upon the inked plate, and the plate and paper 
are rolled under the blanket cylinder. This forces the fibers of the paper down 
into the lines of the plate and causes the transfer of the ink from the plate to 
the paper. The printed sheet then is skillfully removed from the plate. If 
necessary, slip sheets are inserted between the printed sheets to prevent the wet 
ink from offsetting on the back of the sheets piled upon each other while the 
sheets are drying. 

Plate varieties. The most common plate variety is the one known as a 
"double transfer." It can easily be seen that if there is not precise registra
tion of the relief on the transfer roll with the de.sign on the plate during all of 
the rocking back and forth of the roller while the position is being entered, there 
is bound to be some duplication of the lines of the design. When this occurs 
during the entry of any position, the resulting doubling of the lines in the plate, 
which of course shows on each stamp printed from the position, the result is 
called a "double transfer." A triple transfer is the same as a double transfer 
except that it shows evidences of still another transfer. Re-entries and Shifted 
Tranfers are technically different from Double Transfers but the results are 
so nearly identical that the common and sensible practice is that all such plate 
varieties are called ''Double Transfers. '' 

Figure 4. An Exnmple of n Plnte Crnek. 

An interesting variety occurring on numerous U. S. stamps is known as a 
"Cracked Plate." The term is used to describe stamps that show evidence 
that the plate from which th�y _were printed had a crack or cracks in its surface. 
Cracks in steel plates usually are caused by strains set up in the tempering proc-
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ess or by strains brought about during the transferring process, although the 
crack may not develop until the plate has been in use for some time. It should 
be noted that cracks in steel plates never are actually straight and an examina
tion of a crack under a glass will always show that they are jagged to consid
erable extent. If a scratch is examined it nearly always will show up as a 
clean line rather than a jagged one. 

Another plate variety that is not too uncommon is known as a ''Short 
T ransfer." When the design present upon the transfer roll is not rocked to 
its entire design upon the plate, it produces a position upon the plate which 
fails to show the full design because it is short at the sides, or the top or bottom, 
or both top and bottom, portions of the design. This shortness of the design usu
ally is at the top or bottom of th e stamp since most designs are rocked into the 
plate from top to bottom rather than from side to side. Type V lOc 1857 stamps 
may appear to be short transferred at the sides but this is not the case. The de
sign of this stamp apparently was burnished off at the sides on the die. The re
sult was that the stamp has some of the appearance of a short transfer at the 
sides and some of the appearance of a cracked plate. Short transfers usually are 
accidental but sometimes, for one reason or another, they are intentional. 



Chapter I I  

THE 1 847 I SSUE 

Authori%ation of the First Cenera l  I ssue of United States 
Postage Stam ps 

THE first general issue of postage stamps by the United States Government 
was authorized by the Act of March 3rd, 1847 . This read, in part, as 
follows: 

"And be it further enacted,  that to facil itate the transportation of letters by 
mail ,  the Postmaster-General be authorized to prepare postage stamps, which,  when 
attached to any letter or packet, shall be evidence of prepayment of the postage 
chargeable on such letter . . . .  " 

This Act was to take effect July 1, 1847, and from t!1is date on the use of any 
postage stamps not authorized by the Postmaster-General became illegal . The 
Act did not make the prepayment of postage compulsory so a great many 
'' Stampless Covers'' can be found that were used after this date. 

Postage Rates As Authori%ed By The Act of M arch 3 ,  1 845 
The Act of March 3,  1845 had reduced the postage rates and read, in part, 

as follows: 
" For every single letter in manuscript or paper of any kind by or upon which 

information shall  be asked or communicated in writing or by marks or signs , 
conveyed in the mail ,  for any distance under three h u ndred miles , five cents ; and 
for any distance over three hundred miles, ten cents ; and for a double letter there 
shall be charged double these rate s ;  and for a treble letter,  treble these rates ; and 
for a quadruple letter , quadruple these rates ; and every letter or parcel not ex
ceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a single letter, and every additional 
weight of half ounce ,  shall be charged with an additional single postage . "  

I t  seems strange that a 2c denomination was not issued with the 5c and 
lOc stamps, which were issued to meeet obvious uses as are evidenced in the 
above Act, because the Act of 1845 provided that there should be a fee of 2c for 
Drop Letters, (letters which were addressed to the same town in which they 
were mailed), and a 2c stamp could have been used for such letters. Prepay
ment of this fee was optional, and it was either prepaid in cash by the sender 
at the time the letter was deposited for mailing or this fee was charged to the 
sender's account, or it was charged to the receiver's account or collected from 
the receiver in cash when the letter was given to him. 

Contract Made for th e Production of 5c and 1 Oc Stam ps 

Figure 5 (Left)-An essay, B razer 28E-A , ,,·hieh Brazer describes ns foll on·s : "Slze of de
sign. lDx2r4n·111. Origin:tl 1110 lel. Engrn,·ed 'l'•gn�tte n1 ou nted on fr;une and sa1ne l ettering 
o n  frnn1e engrU'\'ed ; re1nninder of frn1ne is ll '''ash drnn·ing design. On earllbo:1rd ; 

(unf11ue)." 

Figure 6 ( Rlght )-An essay, Brazer 29E-A, which B razer describes as follows : S ize of dc
M;g11. 1!�2:·htnn. Original 1nodel. Engrnved ,·ignette 1noun . ed on frn1ne and POST OFFICE 
nnd FIVE CENT S engrn,·ed ns on 2SE-A ; U nnd S In top corners nnd X drnwn In both 
lon·er corners in blnek ink. remainder of frnnte is n '\vnsh drnn·ing design. On cnrdbonrd; 

( unique ) ." 

8 
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Under the powers given him by the Act of 1847, the Postmaster-General 
entered into a contract with the firm of Rawdon, Wright , Hatch and Edson, 
which was located in New York City and was well and favorably known as 
Bank Note engravers. No details of this contract are known except that it seems 
reasonable to assume that it contained provisions for the production of stamps 
of the 5c and lOc denominations, under certain regulations and conditions, at 
a specified c ost price per thousand. A recently discovered letter, discussed a little 
later in this work, contains proposals by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson. 

There has been some discussion abcut the correctness of placing the portrait 
of Franklin on the first stamp value and that of Washington being relegated 
to the second value but the reason this was done was no doubt due to the fact 
that Franklin was the " father " of the American Postal Service.  

F igure 8 .  

Figure 7. 

The above two Illustrations show side by side comparisons of the stock dies 
and the stamps�· 
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I<'lgure 9. 

Figure 10. The nbove two lllustrntlons ghow the orlglunl use of the stock dies of the 
11ubjeets "'' .. d for the :>e and lOc stamps. The ln:r-downs used as dies In the produetlon 

of the stam1•s were sllghtl:r retouehed. 

Del ivery Dates and the Ea rl iest Known Use of the First 
General I ssue 

Naturally it was the intention and the hope of the Government that these 
stamps would be available in at lea.st the most important offices on the day that 
the Act was to go into effect. However, due to delays in production which might 
be considered natural with the new venture, the first stamps were delivered to 
only one office, that of New York City, on the day they were supposed to be 
available , July 1, 1847. Boston received a supply on the following day and a 
number of other offices were supplied before the end of the month. It is believed 
that Congressman Harvey Shaw was the first purchaser of the 1847 stamps . He 
apparently bought a 5c and a lOc in the office of the Postmaster General, retain
ing the 5c for himself and presenting the lOc to the Governor 0f Connecticut. 

The most compact table showing the distribution of the 5c and lOc stamps to 
the various postoffices is to be found in "Postal Markings of the United States" 
which was edited by Mannel Hahn and published by Wm. R. Stewart. This 
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booklet is an interesting and valuable addition to any collector's library. It 

is stated in the booklet, and the statement is no doubt correct, that the table 
was compiled by Robert 'l'. Truax from original records that are in the pos
session of the Post Office Department. However, certain of this same informa
tion appeared as early as 1916 in the "Phila,telic Gazette" anJ of course much 
of the information concerning the distribution had appeared at earlier dates in 
various issues of ''Pat Paragraphs.'' 

No covers have teen found, at the date of this writing, i hat were used on 
July 1, 1847 or for scme days after that date. Some very few coyers are known 
that probably were used as early as the 10th of the month, a;s is evidenced by 
the dated headings of the letters they bore, but they do not bear any evidence 
in the way of a year-dated postmark. There was a cover in the Emerson col
lection that was used on July 9, 1847, and a cover in the Waterhouse collection 
believed to have been used on July 10, 1847. The earliest known covers bear
ing dated postmarks containing the year date, and they are Foreign markings, 
are dated July 15, 1847. It would be a feather in the cap of any collector to 
turn up a copy of either the 5c or lOc 184 7 with a first day cancel although most 
collectors would be well-satisfied to have a representative copy of each of these 
stamps.  There were no mail sailings from New York during the first few months 
of use of the 47 's and July 15 was the earliest sailing from Boston. Two 5 cent 
covers and one 10 cent cover are known that were carried on this July 15, 1847 
sailing from Boston. It is believed that this is the earliest possible use to a 
foreign country. 

Figure 11. Proofs similar or ldentleal to those Illustrated here were amonc the Ant and the finest bnpre••lons that eame from the plate. 
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It is understood that the I1etter Press Book of Robert H. Morris, the early 
New York City Postmaster, contains a copy of a letter sent by Postmaster Morris 
to an Ohio postmaster in which he explained that the stamp employed on the 
letter of the seventh represented the fee had been prepaid, and no other charge 
was to be laid against the letter. Here we have excellent evidence that the 
1847's were in use as early as July 7, 1847 and it is to be hoped that a cover 
of this early use, or perhaps earlier, will eventually turn up. Ashbrook's records 
indicate he knew of a July 7, 1847 use of the 5c and a July 9, 1847 use of the lOc. 
Both of these covers are in the Creighton Hart collection. 



Ch apter I l l 

The Plates of th e 1 847 Stamps 

Figure 12. Th e 've l l -knon·n "Straddle pane'' co1>Y front the En1erson collection. 

Fi gure 1!-l. A fine exnn1 1>l e of n very early t•rinting;. 

Figure 14 (Hf�·ht). A µ;ood illustrn :ton of the n1•1•enrnn«e of a :-ic t>rint � d after the ttlate 
hnd bc('o111c "·01·11. The itt•tu h:tt•tJ:·ns to he of t!u• • Bot :n the S" ''ari ety. 

The evidence that at least one pla1e of the 5c consisted of two panes is found 
in two ''straddle pane'' copies that have been found. \Ve are privileged to il
lustrate the copy that was formerly in the Judge Emerson collection. Thi'l 
stamp, from the left pane of the plate, shows a wide sheet margin which meas

ures about 7mm in width, while beyond that , as can be seen from the illus
tration, there is a small portion of the stamp from the 1st row of the right pane 

13 
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of the same plate. The other "straddle pane" copy was found by Dr. Ralp\ 
W. Payne of Greenfield, Massachusetts about l 924. This copy, which we under
stand was the first such copy found, had, about 71/.,i,mm from the edge of the 
stamp, the right frame line cf a stamp from the left pane. This is the copy 
which offered final proof to Dr. Chase that his original theory that the 5c '47 
plates were 100 subject plates was in error. The lOc straddle pane copy from 
the McDaniel collection, which was discovered before the 5c items, proved the 
theory was untenable so far as the lOc plates were concerned. Dr. Chase con
cluded that the Payne 5c item was used in 1849 as was evidenced to him by the 
color and the impression of the stamp. 

The metal used for the 1847 plates has been the result of comiderable 
speculation and controversy among the students of this issue. Even at this 
late date the last is undoubtedly yet to be said on the subject <tlthough it now is 
generally accepted that the plates were steel. I do think the ideas advanced by 
various students during the consideration of this problem a1·e very interesting 
and still have a place in this book. 

One of the things that always have been difficult to understand about the 
5c 1847 stamp is the fact that so few copies are i;1 the clear impressions one 
normally associates with the products of a steel plate. A great percentage of 
these stamps appear to come from a worn plate but it is the author's opinion 
that if the 1847 stamps were printed from steel p'ates, as now seems certain, 
the bulk of the "worn plate" copies mu0t be as much the results of indifferent 
printing as of plate wear. 

It appears, on the face of it, that the ink used for printing most of the 5c 
was of poor quality or was improperly handled. The fact that nearly every 
lOc '47 is of good sharp impression, while very few of the 5c have an impres
sion that can be rated as better than fair to poor, indicates that the quality of 
the impressions was due not so much to the condition of the plate a<i it was to 
the quality of the ink and the .�kill with which it was m:ed. 

It is true, of course, that the 5c plate wore more than rlid the lOc for it 
not only was used for about 22,000 imnressions. which was about 4 times as ma1y 
impre.�sions as were made from the IOc plate. but it was med with ink made of 
earthen pigments, sienna or umber, which always contributes to rather rapid 
plate wear. The lOc plate was used with inl1: made of lampblack or carbon 
black which causes little plate wear. We quote from a letter dated May 21, 1942, 
and received by the author frrm the U. S. Department of Commerce, National 
Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C. The portion of the letter that concerns 
ink reads as follows: "You would expect the earth pigments, sienna, umber and 
ocher, to be more abra�ive than lampblack and carbon black, be�ause the min
erals are inevitably contaminated with quartz.'' Thomas De LaRue & Co .. Ltd., 
of London, advised the author in their letter dated 23rd September, 1942 that 
''The use of sienna or umber does produce more wear on a plate than the use 
of carbon black or bone black. '' 

In our earlier work entitled "The 1847 Issue of United States Stamps" wr 
wrote as follows : 

"So far as I am concerned, I am not in a position to offer any positive evidence 
as to whether the plates were copper or steel since my knowledge in this field is 
limited. For a long time I felt that the lOc plate was steel and the 5c copper 
but now, in the face of such deductions as I have been able to make, I am inclined to 
believe that both the 5c and 1 Oc plates were probably of copper alloyed with some 
other metal which made the resulting metal harder than pure copper. I do consider 
it possible that the lOc plate, due to some difference in the alloy, was harder than 
the 5c because it did not seem to wear as much as the 5c, in proportion to the num
ber of impressions made from it, but this difference in wear may be due entirely to 
the fact that the ink used for the 5c stamp was more abrasive in action than that 
used for the lOc. This contention of mine regarding the inks has been confirmed 
by both the American Bank Note Company and the world-renowned Euglish 
firm of Thomas De LaRue & Co., Limited." 
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At the time we wrote the above, in 1 942, we acquiesced to the generally held 
opinion that there were 2 plates of the 5c although because of t he fact that 
while the so-called " Plate Two "  stamps come with good impressions t hey never, 
in our opinion, are found with the truly .<:harp impressions of the earliest print
ings of the stamp, and it is true that we even then are skeptical of the existence 
of a second plate. In our preYiously mentioned book we made this statement : 
' ' Up to the moment of this  writing I have not found , or been shown, physical 
proof of a second plate but I admit the possibility of the existence of such 
proof. ' ' 

Since writin ;; the above , some four years ago, we have arrived at the opin
ion that there was but one plate of the 5c,  and of course, ( as was demonstrated 
by E l liott Perry 's plating of the lOc 184 7 ) ,  there was but one plate of the lOc, 
each of these plates being composed of two paYJes of 100 posit ions . Despite the 
fact that the stamps seem to have many of the physical characteristics of some 
stamps known to haYe been printed from copper pl ates, we do consider the 
weight of such evidence as now is avai l able to be against the 1847 Issue having 
been printed from pl ates of copper and it is our belief  that these stamps were 
printed from p l ates made of unhardened steel .  This is indeed a strange problem 
for we know of no copper plate that produced as many impressions as were 
made from the 5c 1847 p�ate ,  and we know of no other undamaged steel plate, 
whether hardened or not, that produced so few fine impressions as are found 
of the 5c 1847. This is an unusual situation. 

The possibility that these p l ates were made from a copper all oy were, in the 
l 940 's, given considerable consideration. The following information is from an 
article by James H. Baxter that appeared in the July, 1942 Collectors Club 
Phila telist .  Mr. Baxter is the author of the book " Printing Postage Stamps 
by Line Engraving, " published by the Amen· can Philatelic Society as a Hand
book in 1939,  and he is recognized as an authority in h is fiel d. His rema rk<> 
fol low : 

"At the time the 1 8 4 7  p l ates were made,  sheets of pure electrolytic copper were 
being reproduced commercially in  England and i t  was possible that R aw d o n ,  Wrigh t ,  
H a t c h  & E d.son w e r e  u sing this kind of plate rather t h a n  the inferior common rolled 
copper which was the only type available at that time i n  America. 

Describing this electrolytic copper i n  his "El em ents of  Electro-Metal l u rgy,"  1 8 4 1  
London edition , Alfred Smee,  head surgeon o f  the Bank o f  England,  says " This 
copper plate ( co m m o n  rolled copper,  J H B ) is by no  means pure,  a s  it generally con
tains tin and other m etals which render the engraving sometimes difficult ,  and the 
etching very u n certain.  To obviate these faults  we make an electrotype plate o n  
one of the prepared copper plates ( polished copper , u nengraved,  J H B ) ,  and as the  
metal  of  this  ( the electrolytic plate , JHB ) , is absolutely pure it found to be  far  better 
adapted for the purposes of the engraver.  This duplicate plate posses3es the same 
surface as the original , and may therefore be at once used b u t  it  i s  found better to 
hammer the duplicate,  and prepare it with charcoal ,  as that greatly improves it ,  by 
making it more elastic ; and it is the opinion of  one of the first p l ate makers in  this 
r ity that the hammered plate wil l  work as well  as steel . "  

Mr. Baxter went on t o  make this statement : ' ' The writer i s  convinced that 
both the 5 cent and the 10 cent 1847 plates were copper ( probably electrolytic ) 
and were transferred by siderogra phy in the orthodox manner. ' '  

The better impressions of the 5 c  which appeared in 1850 h ave long been 
called " Plate Two " copies, but it is our opinion that all the 5c were printed 
from one plate, and that these particular copies were printed after the plate had 
carefully been cleaned and during a short period when extra care was used 
in the printing. These better impressions were not long produced and the last 
printings from the plate were very p oor indeed. The scarcity of the ' ' C'' and 
" D "  double transfers leads one to suspect that at least these two positions were 
reentered at the time of the probable cl eaning of the plate although no proof 
of this has yet been found. 
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Since the only available evidence regarding the metal used for the plates is 
circumstantial, it is well that an open mind be held on this matter until further, 
and more concrete, evidence is discovered.'' 

Keep in mind that the preceding remarks by Baxter were made in 1942. 

The Rawdon, Wright, H atc h  & Edson C i rc u l a r  of 1 853  
This circular seems t o  be o f  particular interest t o  some students who are 

interested in determining the kind of material from which the plates of the 1847 
stamps were made. The item in question was illustrated in th e Collectors Club 
Philatelist in January, 1939 and appeared as a portion of a very excellent 
serial article entitled " A  Historical Catalog of U. S. Stamp Essays and Proofs " 
written by our good friend, the late Clarence W. Brazer. To this single por
tion of the article we assume the privilege of taking a friendly exception. 

Here is the text as it appears on the circular : 

TERM S : 

For Engraving 4 Bank Notes on Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 0 0 . 0 0  
For E ngraving 4 Bank Notes o n  Copper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 0 0 . 0 0  
For Engraving 4 Combination Backs $ 1 0 0  t o  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 0 . 0 0  
For Retouching p l ates after first  wear,  one  half  the above prices 
For  Printing p late 4 B ank Notes ,  per 1 , 0 0 0  impressions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 . 0 0  
For Printing plate 2 Ban k  Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 . 0 0  
For Printing Plate 4 Combination Backs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 . 0 0  
For Printing 2 Combination Backs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 . 0 0  
For Printing 4 Typographical Red denominations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 . 5 0  
For Printing 2 o r  1 Typographical Red denominations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 . 0 0  
For Bank Note Paper,  per 1 0 0 0  sheets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 . 5 0  

Bank Note Plates,  engraved b y  u s  only o n  the exp-ress condition that they are 
to be printed by us. Steel Plates,  ( other than Bank Note Plates , ) having Bank 
Note  work on the m ,  engraved by u s  only o n  the express condition that they are 
never to b e  taken out  of  o u r  p o ssession.  Steel  Bank Note Plates engraved an d  
printed by u s ,  a r e  warranted to give 3 0 , 0 0 0  g o o d  impressions before,  a n d  2 5 , 0 0 0  
do. after retouching.  C o pper d o .  3 , 0 0 0  before,  and 2 , 0 0 0  do .  afte-r retouching.  

July ,  1 8 5 3  

Here is what Mr. Brazer stated in his above mentioned article in regard 
to this circular and the statements made in it . We quote : 

"This  c ircular also gives valuable  and in.teresting information as to the 
compl ete conduct  o f  branch office b u siness a n d  prices for same.  Parti � u larly in
teresting is the statement at the bottom o f  page two, warranting only 3 0 , 0 0 0  im
p ressions from steel plates  before retouching and 2 5 , 0 0 0  i m p·ressions after re
touching ,  while only 3 0 0 0  impressions were  warranted from a copper  p late  be�ore 
retouching and 2 , 0 0 0  after retouching.  This  conclusively proves that the 1 8 4  7 stamps 
were from steel plates ,  as  they  w o n 1 u  not  have warra n ted to print more than 3 , 0 0 0  
impressions o f  2 0 0  stamps t o  the plate from a copper plate without  retouching or 
6 0 0 , 0 0 0  5c stamps,  which i s  the quantity delivered prior to March 1 5 ,  1 8 4 8 ,  one  
year  only after making the plate .  D u ring the  l ife  o f  this  rontra�t  4 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  stamps 
or 2 2 , 0 0 0  i mpressions of  2 0 0  5 c  stamps were  delivered. I t  would have r e q u ired 
7 copper p lates to produce the number o f  5c stamps printed.  As n o t  more tha·1 
two unretouched p lates are known ,  they m u s t  have been or steel .  

" As there were 5 2 5 0  impressions of  2 0 0  l O c  stamps delivered ,  i t  would have 
required three copper plates or  one steel plate,  and as only one unretou�hed plat e  
is  k n o w n ,  t h i s  m u st a l s o  have bee!l of  sieel .  I t  i s  also interesting to note that 
they refused to engrave work unless the p lates were "ne• er  taken out of  our PO·S
session " which accounts for their refusal to surrender the stamp dies  and plates to 
the Government. " 

It seems to us that Mr. Brazer, and any other students who may agree with 
the above statements as made by Mr. Brazer to the effect that this circular con
clusively proves that the 1847 plates were made of steel, took much for granted.  

In the first place, it  is obvious that the circular was referring to the produc
tion of bank bills and not to stamps. Such being the case, this observation is 
in order ; it is most unlikely that plates used in the production of bank bills 
would ever be used to the point where the impression would be severely worn 
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Figure 15. First page of the Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson circular. ( From the La,v
rence C. Mason collection ) .  

for the simple reason that it is exceeding doubtful i f  any banks would accept, 
or be expected to accept, bills from noticeably worn plates. 

Furthermore, the figures given certainly are not inferred by the Company 
to be the maximum quantities that the Company expected could be printed 
from their plates. The Company guaranteed the plates would produce, in good 
impressions, the quantities mentioned in the circular. It is obvious that few, 
if any, firms that back up their guarantees, and Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & 
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Figure 16. Second page of the s a n1e circular. ( Fro1n the Lan·rence C. 1U as o n  collect i o n ) .  

Edson was such a firm, would place such guarantees at the maximum quantities 
they expected a plate to produce ! As a matter of fact, would it not be far more 
logical to assume that the quantities mentioned were the ones they felt were 
the minimum that could be expected ? 

We think no one will dispute the fact that the Gover:1ment accepted, over 
long periods of time, stamps that could not be classified as ' ' good impressions. ' '  
Specific examples are the 3c 1851 which, as every student knows, is often found 
in badly worn impressions, and stamps from Plate 2 of the le 1851 Issue that 
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were printed for a long time, ( nearly two years ) , from the plate after it became 
very badly flawed. In the section of this book devoted to  Type II  of the le 
stamp of 1851  will be found an excellent i l lustration of this bad plate defect 
that so long was tolerated by the Government. So far as the 5c 1 847 plates are 
concerned, it can easily be seen by a student making an examination of the 
stamps that they were used until they were very well worn and therefore were 
producing poor, rather than good, impressions.  Cau a ·1yone believe that a 
private concern would accept bank notes in the poor condition in which the 
above mentioned items often are found, or that Rawdon,  \Vright, Hatch and 
Edson would have expected such items to have been accepted 'I We think not 
and it thus appears to  m that it  is obvi ous that the guarantee of the Company 
was intended to  cover the minimum number of impressions whose quality was 
such that they would satisfy any customer of bank notes. 

Another factor that should be kept in mind is that if a flaw developed 
during the life of a p late  it  would, if it  was on a bank note plate, affect at least 
25 % of the plate ,  ( 4 bills was apparently the maximum number printed from 
a plate by R. W. H .  & E.) ,  and i f  a flaw happened to appear at the j unction of 
two or more of the bi l ls  it would affect 50% or more of the products of such a 
plate. Now while the Government apparently was willing to overlook a certain 
amount of inferior work, such as was delivered from certain worn or flawed 
plates, we feel quite certain fr at it would have been most difficult to  have con
vinced the bankers rf t!: e day that  they should accept a l arge percentage of 
flawed bank bi l ls ! The i: ormal possibility of the development of ju ,t such flaws 
in the bank note plates certainly must have been taken into consideration when 
the Company set the fig-ures mentioned in the circular. 

When one looks at the picture as a whole, we are unable to understand how 
anyone can possibly be� i eve that the statements made in the circular could 
logically be used to determine the maximum number of  impressions that could 
have been made from t' e 184 7 plate�. \Ve wonder i f  thw'e who han used 
these statements in an attempt to pr:in, hy the figures quoted for copper,  t hat 
the 1 847 stamps could not  b an been printed from such plates, have ever con
sidered the fact that it would be j mt as 'e;1sibl e to  take the fig-ures :'� iven for 
steel and to prove by those figures that  since  the 1 847 pla '. es did not give any
thing like the number of  good impressions  tha t Rawdon, Wright. Hatch & 
Edson guaranteed to produce from t beir  steel p ' ate�,  th at the 1847 stamps could 
not have been printed from steel plates ! We consider neither argument to be 
very logical and the  above r,tatement is made only for the  purpose of showing 
that the circular cannot reasonabl y  be considered to be conclusive proof that 
the 1 847 stamps could not have been printed from copper plates. 

Were these plates, providing they were of copper, and to paraphrase the 
" One Hoss Shay, " just able to run 3,000 impressions in their day � And if they 
were of steel were t l ; e�· unable to run le�s than 30,000 good impressions ? As is 
evidenced by the appl ication of simple arithmetic, and a study of a reasonable 
quantity of the stamps, it  probably is true that  t h e  5c 184 7 plates produced no 
more than 3 ,000 good impressions bnt it also is true,  as can be aicertained in 
an examination of  the 't Jmps, that they ran a cer tain number of thournnds of 
fair impressions and a certain number of thousands of poor impress ions. Many 
stud ents have noted that most of the lOc '47 's are good impressions and show 
l iUl e sig-n of wear although cc p ies i;-howing some wear can be found. The reason, 
we are quite certain, is pr inc ipally due to a difference in th e  inks used in the 
printing of the 5c and lOc stamps. 

So far as this particular discourse is  concerned, it  is not written with the 
idea that i t  is t o  offer any proof, one way or the other, that the 1 84 7 p lates 
were of steel or were of copper. T h e  purpose of writing it is to r:how only 
that the Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson circular can hardly be used as a 
l ogical basis from which to form conclusions in regards to the maximum or 
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minimum number of stamps that can or could be expected to be printed from 
either a steel or a copper plate. The true answer to the question should be found 
in an examination of the 1847 stamps and the letter quoted in the paragraphs 
that  follow, rather than in an examination of the circular. 

N ew I nfo rmation Rega rd ing 1 847 Plates 

The most important documents ever discovered regarding the 1847 Issue 
were discovered by Mrs. C atherin e  L. Manning, former Philatelic Curator of 
the Smithsonian Institution, and with her cooperation they h ave been made 
available to  philatel ists t h rough the reproduction that is shown here. 

These important contributions to philatelic knowledge seem to settl e ,  so far 
as such things can be settled without eyewitness accounts, the long standing 
question as to the material of the plates from which the stamps of the 1847 
i ssue were printed. 

Although this information was available to the auth or b efore this book was 
made up and sent t o  press, it  was decided that the in formation that has been 
prPsented on both sides of the question was of sufficie n t  information and value 
i n  itself to retain in the book. 

The information regarding these newly d iscovered letters h as now been 
rather widely distributed in the philatelic press and we t ake the liberty of . 
copying the text of the letters as reported by J ames Waldo Fawcett. B oth of 
these letters bear the corporate signature of Rawdon, Wrigh t ,  Hatch, and E dson, 
the printers of the 184 7 issue.  

The first letter, dated " New York, March 20, 1 847 " rea ds a >  fol ' ows : 

" The un dersigned propose to engrave steel die  and to provide steel plates for 
five and ten cent  stamps for the U.  S .  Post Office Department, without charge for 
the same, or  for keeping them in repair,  and to furnish stamps for the same on suit
able paper ,  of the best qual ity,  prepared for use with gum , at the rate of twenty-five 
cents per one thousand stamps .  Th e stamps are to  be executed i n  the beet sty l e  
of  l i n e  engraving,  and t h e  dies and p l a tes to belong to ,  and to be h e l d  f o r  t h e  ex
c l usive use of  the Post Office Department . " 

The last sentence of the above should lay to rest the oft repeated st atement 
that there was no provision in the contract regarding the ownership of the dies 
and plates being vested in the government. 

The second letter, written eleven days after the first one, was addressed to 
'.V. J. Brown, Second Assistant Postmaster General and it reads as follows : 

"We beg leave to vary the proposal made by us to furnish the Post Office 
stamps , as  follows : viz . ,  I n  a d dition to  our former proposal , we wil l  print  the figures 
' 5 '  and ' 1 0 '  o n  the face of the respective stamps ,  i n  red  ink,  i n  such manner a s  to 
render them distinct ,  and not obscure the heads.  This combination o f  colors w o u l d  
add greatly to t h e  difficulties of counterfeiting t h e  s t a m p s .  We wil l  furnish t h e  
sta1:1 ps , printed in t w o  c o l o r s ,  as  above,  at  t h e  rate of twenty-five c e n t s  per o n 3  
thousand stamp s ; or ,  we w i l l  f u r n i s h  t h e m  printed i n  one c o l o r ,  ( the ' five' and ' te n '  
stamps e a c h  in  a different color ,  if  desired,  by  way of r e a d i l y  distinguishing them ) 
at t l: e  rate of twenty cents  per one thousand stamps . "  

I n  the margin and against the last half o f  the last sentence a n  unknown 
person has written ' ' This bid accepted ' '  which referred t o  the stamps as they 
were issued in the single color for each denomination. It seems a bit startling 
to read that our first stamps might have been bi-colored for even at this late date 
the P ost Office Department rarely issues our stamps i n  more than one color. 

We trust the discovery of these important documents will spur a search 
for others of like value for they often bring to light information that can other
wise only be found, if ever, by tremendous effort on th e part of philatelists. 
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Cha pter I V  

Areas o f  Use of th e 1 847 Sta m ps 
The majority of the 1847 issue was used in t he states near the Atlantic Sea

board, in the New England States, and in the area of the Ohio and lower Mis
sissippi basins that cc nstituted the well-settled portions of the country. Very 
few covers from California are known with these stamps and, so far as we are 
aware, no legal uses of the 5c are known from there. During the legal life of 
the 1847 stamps the rate  from California was 40c, and 8 copies of the 5c or 
4 lOc or some combir.ation of the two stamps would have been necessary on a 
letter. One cover is known with two 5c '47 's which carried a cover from Cali
fornia. This cover was from Tehama, California which is proof enough that the 
cover was used after the 1847 stamps were demonetized as there was no Tehama 
post office until sometime after 1853.  The cover undoubtedly was used after the 
1855 rate of IOc had been placed in effect, probably in the spring of 1856.  This 
" illegal " use of the 5c '47 is extremely interesting and the cover no doubt is 
quite as valuable as it would be had it been used at an earlier and a legal date. 
We have reason to believe that covers with the 5c used from Minnesota are very 
rare as Jefferson Jones, the recognized authority on early Minnesota c vvers, told 
us that he was able to locate but one such item in h is many years of collecting. 
The whereabouts of this item is unknown at  t his time and I known of no other 

F igure 18. This , u s  f a r  n s  ,,·e :-ire a n·a rc,  i s  t h e  o n l y  cover b ea r i ng; 1 S47 sta111ps front C n l i 
forn i n  t ha t  \\"HS u s e d  a t  t h e  tin1 e the stnn1 1ts "· ere i n  n c t u n J  l egal u s e .  'l'hfs cove1· ts n 
folded circu l a r  nnnonncing the forn1 ation of n n e "· conunercial l1ouse u·i t h  several (tnrt
ners, a nd i n  the n o t i ce, ench 1•nrtner s i gned his n n111e, llence the notice n·;;.s sent sealed 
"rith n 40e rate, beca u s e  it co n ta ined n· r i t i 11�·. 'rhe nu1rkings on t h e  face are a l l  in the 
s:in? e retl  orange i n k .  'l'hese f nchul e the 1• ostn1nrk, the "40" and t h e  "Paid." The rdrip 
\Vas hit a nun1ber of tilnes "·i t h  the snn1 e red orange "Paid'• and tl1is sn111 e "Pnld" tit's 
the second sta m p  from the l eft. The 1tostal clerk llrst cancelled the strip with t h e  "Paid" 
but u 110n noting that i t  was rather 11n l e  on t h e  b l ack color of t h e  s t n m 1> ,  h e  then cancelled 
the strip by 1•e n  111nrks. There "·as o i l  i n  the red orange ink, hence ,,·here tl1e 1•en 1nnrks 
crossed t h e  '•Pa i d "  the b ? n ck Ink tl i tl  not 1·egister. You can detect the breaks I n  the )Jen 
Jines in the 1•h o t o grn1•l1.  The stri1• c o 111es fro 111 positions Sa.L, 84L, 8:5L,  a n d  86L. The 
cover "·ent fru111 S :� n  F r:n1cisco on the P:iclfi<" �l n i l  S .  S .  "Cnrol i n n "  \vhich t h e  record s  Nho-,v 
sailed fro111 S a n  Frnnelsco on Janu ary 1, 1 85 1 .  Also note it is addressed to the fn 1n o u:ioo llrm of Howland & As1>lnwnll,  t h e  llrm who in 1848 o w n ed the " S .  S . California," t h e  first 
U .  S .  lUnil  stf"n111 H h i JJ t o  carr y  111 n i l  to California. T h i s  i s  n n1 ost rcn1 n rk n b l e  item. 

( Co u r t e s y  of  t h e  late Edgar B .  J e s s u p ) .  

')') 
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collector who ever saw it. I wonder if it exists. Uses from other scarcely popu
lated areas generally are rare . 

1 847 Sta m ps U sed From Ca nada 
We do n o t  believe t h a t  it is generally understood j ust h o w  these 1;tamps 

could be used in Canada. As a matter of fact, as indicated by the heading of 
this p aragraph, the term should be used FROM Canada. Previom to the issu
ance of stamps it was not possible for a person living in C anada, or in the United 
States, to send a letter from e i t her country to the other and prepay the p ostage 
beyond the borders of the country of origin. When the United States started to 
issue postage stamps it became possible  for anyone sending letters from C anada 
to the United States to prepay the United States pos� age by placing the p roper 
amount of such postage, which 0 11  a sing:e letter wa'> 5c for distances under 300 
miles and lOc for distances over 300 miles, in the form of the 1847 stamps. I t  
i s  interesting to note h e r e  that covers a r e  found t h a t  bear a single 5c ' 4 7  from 
points in C anada to New York that were over 300 miles. Such covers should be 
examined with care .  O f  course the U .  S. stamps had to be obtained from the 
United States and taken or :-;ent to C anada for use there. Since Canadian stamps 
did not appear until April , 1851 ,  it was not possible for people sending letters 
from this country to Canada to prepay the postage all the way until t11is time.  
\Ve know that a few C anadian stamps were used in this  fashion from this  
country to Canada.  It is bel ieved that ,  o rdinarily at  least , U. S. stamps used in 
the fashion outlined above were not cancelled, nor was it  intended that they 
be cancelled, until  they arrived at a p ostoffice in the United States. It hardly 
is reasonable t o  suppose that U.  S.  postoffices would have recognized the validity 
of our stamps that had already been cancelled by a foreign country, yet such 
items are occasionally seen. It is  understood numerous fakes of t h ese cover1; 
rxist, some very cl ever ones were originally stampless covers, most of which are 

. (  
· - ' -f 

(._--

Fig·u re 10. A toe •47 used f ron1 Canada to Nen· York. postinnrked " :ll O N 'r R E A L  C A N A D A  
D E  2 9  184"J, ' '  T h i s  1>ost 1nnrk is to t h e  l eft of the s t n n 1 p  i n  red and i s  covered b y  the figure 
"10" in a e i rcle-n lso in red. The stn n1 1> is t i ed b y  a red gri d n·J1 icl1 hns been a 1•1>lie'l t,,.o 
or three t i m es. This Item was form e rl y in the Ackerman coll ect i o n .  It wns in the Ward 
collection and t h e  11hoto is by the courtesy of the form er owner, the Inte 

P h l l l 11 H .  Ward, Jr. 
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Figure 20. This Is 1111  Interes t i n g  Item I n  the collection of l'llr. W. J • •  L .  Peltz. A dest•r l 11-
tion l s  as f o l lo,vs : ''The sta111 1»s are enncelled i n  blnek n n d  t-'t e "Kingston" ls i n  orange 
red. The "10" Is In red. Our theory IN thnt t hi H  ,,·ns n d d rel!u_,ed to n p o i n t  req u i ring n toe 
U. S. rate ( h ence the red "10" ) .  The party sending t h e  l etter '"·ns n o t  n "· nre of o ur t"'.e 
and lOe rn teM. The stnn1ps ,,·ere cancel led h t  Canndn. K i n g·ston exchanged 1nnll ,,·Ith the 
U nited S t u teH a t  Cape V i n cent, N .  Y.,  Sackett•s Harbor, N. Y.,  and Oswego, N .  Y. W hen 
the l etter renched t h l H  side of the boundary, the U. S. m u l l  el erk tlld not recogn ize the :Se '47 beenuMe i t  n·ns t"nneelled i n  Canada or beenuse i t  n·n s  not rated correctly, Mo he 

rated the letter "10" or "10e due n t  the dt'stlnntlon." 

• ,� t • 

I . • 

Fi�·ure 21 . rr h i s  tine c•o,·er s h o \\· s n fie '-17 nnd n P r 1t n y  n e aYer used f ront Roehe�ter, 
N .  Y .  to St. Cntharens, Canada. Stanley Ashb rook has told u s  that h e  examined this 
cm;er very caref u l l y  nnd that there Is n o  doubt I n  h i s  mind but that I t  l s  perfectly au
thentic i n  every "·n y .  The cover u·ns sold I n  the Bartels "Rarity" sale o f  April , 1940 and 

was reported to have sold at '410. 
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Figure 22. Here i s  u n  interesti n g  cover that n1ny o r  n1ny not re1>resent n gen u i n e  use o f  
1847 s t a m p s .  When the cover wus 1mreha setl by !Ur. 'Vatter S .  Fishel,  t h e  st umt• now 
plneed in t h e  Ion·er l e f t  corner "·a s  then over t h e  s1>ot n·h ere t h e  6d non· s hon·s. Ja rrett's 
H r i t i s h  North A1neri cn cover i l tustrntes this fdentien l  c•n·er a t  nn earlier u eriod of its 
hi story and in the n ren n on· JUtrt i n l l y  co vered b y  the stnn1 p  in the ) O '\'\'er corner there 
ortg i n n J i y  n·n s  n 1•ostn1nrk of 1Uontren l , 'la t e d  ltln rch :i, 1 8"1 ? For son1e rt•nsou o r  a n other 
this postn1 n rk hns b ee n  carefn l l y  e r n s e 1l fro111 the t•cn'er :1 1 1 11 i t  is t lH " r t• t o 1·c.• t .. n ... t 'Ht t :1 
certain n n1ou nt of fak i ng bus been d o ne. The fnet that this CO''\·er i s front the l{ t�n nedy 
f!Orrespoudenee floes not n d .:1 t o its re1>ntn t i o n  for ntuch fnking "·ns done "· i t11 <'O'\.·erl'll 
front this correspondence. Oes1>ite the nb.:n•e, the u s e  of t he stnn11>s 111ay be 1:;enuin e .nn 'l 
one authority res1>ected by the n u t h o r  con shlers the eo,•e1• to he n u th entie. lUy on·n 

011inlon Is thnt t h i N i s 11 fnkl'. 

from the Kennedy correspondence . For a more deta i l ed study of  this matter, 
we suggest that you read the information conta ined i n the " Standard British 
North American Catalogue " by Jarrett and in " Th e Postage Stamps and Postal 
History of Canada ' '  by Boggs . 

The finest cover bearing the 5c 1847 stamps used from Canada has a fine 
horizontal strip of five used with a 3d B eaver. It originated i n  Can ada and 
was routed, by the  sender " Via the United States " . It was addressed to I1on
don and was sent to New York on the Collins Line American Packet. The 3d 
Beaver paid the Canadian rate, while the 5 Five Cent '47 's paid the 24c U. S.  
rate to England with a l e  overpay. It might be noted that it brought $6 ,000 .00 
in the Gibson Sale in 1 944 and o f  course it would bring a great deal more today. 

Territor ia l  U se of th e '47 's 

Dr. Carroll Chase kindly furnished us with th e following information 
regarding covers known to him that carried 1847 stamps and which were used 
in some of the various U. S . Territories. \Ve quote directly from Dr. Chase 's 
l etter : 

" Regarding territorial  u sage of the 1 8  4 7 stamps,  I know personally of four  
examples , a l though I u nderstand that  a fifth may be in existence ; this  being a cover  
used from Wisconsin before statehood-May 2 9 ,  1 8 4 8 . I have three in my own col
lection , al l being the 1 O c  sta m p .  One was used f r o m  Dal las ,  0 .  T .  ( Oregon Terri
tory ) Aug. 2 3 ,  1 8 5 3 ,  to pay the single l O c rate to Watertow n ,  Massachusetts.  This 
stamp of course was carried out there by someone and not sold at  the local p o s t  
office.  This  stam p ,  to  be sure ,  had been demonetized b u t  carried the letter without 
any postage due .  The other two exa mples in m y  collection,  each bearing a l O c  ' 4 7 ,  
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were used from Doakesvil le ,  Choctaw Nation on June 2 0 th and J u ly 1 ,  1 8 5 0 .  These 
stamps original ly had formed a horizontal pair.  Mr .  E ll iott  Perry tells m e  that 
2 0 0  l O c  1 8 4 7 's had been sent to the Doakesville post  office prior to the dates j u st men
tioned , so these were undoubtedly purchased a t  this post office.  The letters both 
come from the same correspondence a n d  were addressed to New O rleans. Inciden
tally I have other letters from the same corre3pondence without any stamps. I 
should mention the fact that the postn:ark shows the abbreviation " AR K "  for 
Arkansas , although Doakesville was surely not in Arkansas in 1 8 5 0 ,  but  i n  the 
Choctaw Nation.  The fourth example is  a cover I saw some years ago bearing a 
single 5 c  1 8 4 7  ( another had undoubtedly been c u t  off from the end of the cover in  
o pening the letter ) ,  that  came from Santa F e ,  New Mexico .  M r . Perry writes me 
that  h e  has  a record of b u t  one 1 8 4 7  stamp used in Arkansas and that  one came from 
Hot Springs . At any rate the 1 8 4 7  Issue u sed in territorie3 m u s t  be very rar e . "  

As Dr.  Chase pointed out, the lOc  stamp had been demonetized at  the time 
it was used on the Oregon cover in 1853.  This is what is termed an " illegal " 
use of the stamp . It is our understanding that there was no lOc rate from 
Oregon to the Eastern states at this time and the normal route for mail between 
these areas was thru San Francisco and thence by Ocean Mail via Panama .  It 
is also our understanding that the postmaster at the point of origin, haYing 
accepted tli e l etter as being properly rated and t earing th e correct amount of 
p o:>tage, would cause the letter to be accepted and dispatched by an,v oth er 
offices because no other office had the right to change the rating. H owever,  wh en 
an improperly rated or improperly stamped item was noted by any postmaster 
other than the postmaster at the point of origin it was supposed to be reported 
t o  the Department at Washington . This type of an act was t erm ed " D el i n 
quent. " This  cover is undoubtedly authentic and is o f  interest not  only becau�e 
it represents a form of territorial use of th e 1 847 stamps but also t ecause it is 
a ?1 example of a ' ' Postmaster 's error. ' '  

In the 20 years that have passed since DT. Chase furnished us with the 
preceding information Creighton Hart has  done a great deal of research on the 
1847 Issue.  In a letter dated Feb . 2 1 ,  1 9 6 6  he gives the information that at 
that date ten Territorial covers are known. These consist of 5 from Indian 
Nations , 2 from Wisconsin, 1 from Oregon, 1 from New Mexico and 1 from 
Minnesota. This Minnesota Territorial cover was reported by a very compe

tent student, the late Jefferson Jones, but its whereabouts are unknown an d 
no one now alive is known to have seen it .  

It is probable that a few other territorial uses of the 1 847 stamps may yet 
come to light and we are certain that all students of this issue would be glad to 
see such information in the philatelic press. 

Fakes of Th e 5c 1 847 

F igure 23. A reasonably good fnke but it  should n e,· e r  fool n good colleetor. 

I h ave seen very few fakes of the 5c '47 . Actually there are very few 
dangerous fakes of the basic stamp in our 19th Century issues. Most faking 
and trickery comes with alterations of various types, faking of grills, repairing 
and faking of covers where there is a good monetary reward for the successful 
crook . 
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I l lega l Use of the 1 847 Sta m ps 

As is explained more fnlly later on, the 1847 stamps were demonetized in 
the Act of March 3 ,  1851  as of July 1 ,  1851 and they could not legally be used 
on or after that date. 

F i gure 24.  E very serious <--ol Jector "·o u l d  l i k e  t o  t u r n  11 1> =• J u l y  l .  1847 u s e  of these 
s t u m ps for t h n t  "·oulfl b e  n F i rs t  D u y  use of o u r  first s t n n1 1>. 'l' h i s  eo,·er "·a s  not u s ed 
in 1 847 b u t  e''en so it is of rent ra r i t y  sine·e it ,,· n s  u s e d  on the first •ln y  t h a t  t h e  :dn 1111>H lu u l  no f:·:: n k i n�· t> o "·e!'.  J n l y  1 ,  J �!'il . 'fh ! s  •••"· �··· i s  in the C .  C. H-nrt C o � l et•ti o n .  

F i g u re !! ri .  T iu "  F ort• i gn :\l n i l  c a n ce l  o n  th i s  s t n n 1 1> t>TO\" t• s  i t  "·.u s n '' e r y  l n h "  a n d  t h e refore 
i l lega l u s e .  ( Courtesy C. C. H a rt ) .  

The cover  mentioned previon�l�· b y  Dr. Chase with a lOc '47 used from 
Oregon Territory to Massachusetts in August. 1 853 w a s  a rare and illegal use 
of the stamp. 



Ch apter V 

Th e Five Cent Stam p  of 1 847 ( Scott 1 ,  M i nkus 1 )  
This stamp may have been issued as early as July 1 ,  1 847, and we know 

of  no evidence t o  the t:ontra ry a lthough , as has been stated previously, no proof 
has yet been found that  it  actua l l y was used on this date.  It i s  believed that 
4,400,000 of these stamps were printed but apparently only about 3,700,000 were 
sold. Luff stated that 3 ,712,000 were sent to the various postmasters and the 
balance of t he stamps on hand when the stamps were demonet ized as of July 1, 
1 85 1  was ordered to h ave been destroyed. 'fhe report of the Postmaster General , 
dated November 15 ,  1 8 5 1  reads in part as follows : ' ' D irections for the destruc
tion of the dies and plates employed in the manufacture of the postage stamps 
formerly used, have been given, and for counting and burning such of the 
stamps as have not been issued to postmasters or have been returned. ' '  

The stamp bea rs a portrait of Benj amin F rankl i n  a ft er J .  B .  Longacre . 
For many years this gentleman, a n  artist of di st inct ion . was called John B .  
Longacre . A recent investigation by R. M. Spa1llding, .J r . ,  apparently h as  posi
tively dete rmined that his  correct name was J ames B. Longacre and it is now so 
reeorded i n  t h e  Division of Fine Arts in the Library of Congress. Dr. Carroll 
Chase stated the name correctly in h is ear ly artic le  in the " Philatelic Gazette " 
but for some reason t h is was overlooked for years. The  portra it was n ot en
graved espec ially for the stamp but was on a stock item which had been used o n  
numerous bank notes, inc ludin g th ose il lustrated here . 

La rgest Known P ieces of th e 5c 1 847 
The 5c is  a sca rce item in b l o c k  form and \\·e believe that  on ly ab o ut a dor.en 

unused blocks are known . A bea ut i ful block of four was sold i n  the Sept . 1 7 ,  
1940. a u c t i o n  sale he ld  by Robert Lawrence. This block, pictured in the sale 
catalog, and described a-; ' '  5c orange hrown , superb mint block of four . In the 
finest st a te of p resenat ion . A Gem. ' '  b rought $ 1 050. I once owned an O . G. 
block of 4 which I sold to Spencer  A n d e l'so n .  Tl i e  gum ·was very much cracked 
and should h ave been remowd I.mt t i� e " O . G . " f eti :;h  is so str ong that I l e ft it 
a l one.  

Although there are rumors t l : a t  l a rge p i ece. ; ex:st  it  i .-; alrno t eer : a i n  t h ci t  
the la rge> t p:ece now i n  a colle ctor 's h an d s  is a bea ut i fnl square m int b lock of  
16 which was formerly i n  the  Lorc1 Crawford co l lect ion .  When this  col lect ion 
was brough t t o  t he rnited States and broken up,  t h i s  l i lo l'.k \rent  i n t o  t l i P  famous 
Ackerman col!Pction . Mr.  A ckerman sold it to Ph il ip H .  \Vard . .  J r . ,  and i t  
later passed i n t o  th e h ands of  R a�· m011d and RogPr ·weill when t h ey bought th e 
\Vard stamps from h is estatP .  Mr. Ackerman also h a d  an  n 1 1nsrd block of 1 1  
a n d  »Pveral smaller blocks.  

The l a rgest currently known used p iece of the 5c i s  a block of  1 :2 ,  6x:2. 
which as strange a s  it  may seem, is from a find made in 1941 in �ew Yor;;: l' ity. 
This find, containing other important 1847 items , was brought directly to the 
Scott Stamp and Co i n  Company a nd was purchased by :;\lorman Serphos. P resi
dent of the company. 'fhe block o f  1 2  i s somewhat dPfec t ive, three o f  the 
sta mps being badly cut into at the top and the stamp in the lower left  corner of 
the piece lacking an Pl lt ire corner. >levertheless , t h is is  a Ya luable and a n  in
teresting item. It is unfortun ate that this block of 12 h appened to dupl ic ate 
positions th at are in the plate proof block of 30 i n  the Karl Burrough s col
lection as i t  might otherwise be of plating Yalue.  If anyone ever plates the 5c 
'47, which some of the best students consider to be impossible , the value of such 
large pieces is  obvious. Although we must admit that it  would be a task far 
beyond most students, including of course ourself , our personal opinion is that 
the stamp could be plated . Another very fine item in the recent find was a 
block of 8, 4x2. 

28 
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\Ve believe the second largest known used piece of the 5c was an irregular 
block of 11 in the Hawkins collection. The Frank R. Sweet collection contains 
a horizonta l strip of 10 011 cover.  This item was formerly in the Ackerman col
lrd ion .  The W aterhou.-,;e collection containrd a beautiful used block of 8, 2x4, 
that was purchased by Ph i l ip H. Ward, Jr . ,  when the Waterhouse Collection 
was broken . We believe that Ward then sol d this item in turn to Sinkler, 
Dnl'kwal l ,  and Sweet. 

'I' h e  Edward S .  Knapp collection conta ined a great many interesting 1847 
stamps a nd covers. It  contained a cover ( a  small bank notice ) that had a block 

• 

i·• · . . . ·� 
Figure 26. B lock of 4 o n  co,•er. ( Ex - Edward S. K n a p p  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  

l•"' i�·nn• 27 . rl'hl"' exee1,t icnnl  u s e d  b " ol'k o f  e i i:,: h t  fron1 t lu• ' ' � p "· Y o rk City F i n d ." 'I'his 
block "·n "'  soltl to t h e  ,,� f 1 J f n 111 0 .  S"·eet Collect ion b y  Unniel  F .  li e l E t•lu•r. ( C o u r t e s y  of 

Norn1 a n  S e r p h ( ) �· ) .  
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Fi�· 11 re .:.!S. A 111ng11 i fi cent 1u1ge of IS47'N t"ro 111 t lu• P ll U i tJ H. ,,· a r d ,  Jr., «ollection. '11 h e  
b l ock of l H ,  l a rg·est i tent k nff\Vll of t h e  issue, 1ut ssed front t h e  l . o rd Crt"'·t'ord c o l l ection t o  
the S e n a t o r  Aek erntn n col l ection n n d  t he n t•t" t o  t h e  Win·d t•o l l e c ! i o n .  ( P h o t o  e o u r t e s y  o f  

t h e  l a t e  P h i l i p  H .  \'l' a r rl ,  .J r . ) 
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F i �;nrf" :l:H. Tlte l arg·est knon·n 5c 1847 ite1u . 'l' h e  b l oek h a s  f u l l  orig; i n n l  gu111 n n tl  j s  ht 
b e n u t l f u l  c o n d i t i o n .  ( Photo l'O Urte s y  of t h e  l u t e  P h l l l 1•  H. "\Vnrtl, Jr.)  
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Figure 30. Th i s  I s  one of the lnrg .. st 1>ieces of tltl" 5c st11111 1• thnt h n s  been found. 'l'he 
Jo,,·er rig·ht corn er stiu n 1• has either b_.en a dded or re1•luce.:l. 'r ite t•iece ttrobubly was not 
used u n fortuna tely but It hns become badly soiled. It is s t i l l  n .-a l unbll" nnd dl"sl rnble 

1t  .. m . ( Ph o t o  c o u r t e s y  of E l l i o t t  P e r r �· ) .  

Figure 31. The lnrg·est k nown used block of the 5c 1 847. 
S e r p h o s ) .  

( P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  Norman 
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F ig 1 1 r ,.  f. 2. '11 h i �  i s  1� n <'X t· · 11 t i o 11a l l y  fi n e  u s e o f  t b t"  Sc n n d  l O c  o n  c o''e r  . .  'rhe t•o \·t"r "·ent 
front Hn l t hu o •·e to H a l i fa x .  It n·n s o ri g· i n a l l y  in the Acker1nn 11 e o l l e ct i o n  fro111 "·hich It 
)Ut � UU" d  to t h e G i bso n c o l l t•t•1 i o 11 .  t h e n  to the W o o d  e·ol lection and t h e n  to P h i l i 11 H. ,,· u r d ,  

Jr. ( Ph o t o c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  l a t e  P h i l i p  H .  W a r d ,  .J r . ) 

. f., . .  ,r - ·  'lt" • 
.. · ... . -� � :!. •.;.:. _  .... 

J 
l•"' i µ;ure 3:.1. C o n1 h i n n t i o n  u s t• of tlu• ,'":e a n d  lOt• front X e n· \" o;k to H o s t o n .  !t : 1 1 > J • Ntrs - U t n t  
t h �  n1 :t n u sc-r i 11t l :i  i n d ie:1 t t• s  l !'i  t•t• n t s d u e  fo r  :a t o t:. I of 40 �·. ( P h o t o  c o u r t t' E= �· C' a r l  Perc.: y ) .  
of .+ o f  th e  5 c  t i ed t o  t h· eo\· p r  "·ith a 1 1  ora 1 1ge g r i d ,  used fr 1  m F redon i a ,  X Y . ,  
t o  .A lbany . 

T h e  5c and l O c  '47 "s a n• known usecl 0 1 1  t h e  same eoYer hut ;.;uch use ii;  
really rare. I n  the sa le o f  the :Stephen D.  B rown eol ler:tion i n  1 939 , a m agnifi
cent cover, u.sed from B u ffal o t o  Lockport .  � - Y.,  brough t the record price of 
$ 1 , 100 despite the fact t h a t t h e  " catalog priee " of the item was th en $800. Of 
course th e pri ce was mne l y  a reflection of the perff'ction of t h e  stamps and the 
cover.  This p roves once aga i n  that  the Cata l og i-; righ t when i t  states that 
" Condition is  the a l l -important factor of  price . " T his c o llection , which was 

famous for the quality of  its stamps, brought record p rices for a great many 
i tems. Coll ectors attending th e  sale went away ' ' talking to th emse l ves. ' '  About 
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the only successful bidders were those who,  in  the slang of the auction room, 
' ' threw the catalog out the w indow , '' which simply meant that the catalog 
prices did not ( an d  in all fairness one should say that they really could not ) 
accurately reflect the value of such ch oice  i tems as were sold. When a single 
5c 1 847 on cover sells for $390, the catalog price of $12 (1939 ) wasn 't much of 
a guide for the bidders ! The cover in que.<>tion, purchased by H arold B rooks 
for his own collection,  was a magnificent cover on which a perfection copy of 
the 5c was cancelled and  tied with the rare St . ,J ohnsbury Scarab can cellation. 
Mr. B rooks showed ns this cowr at t he Buffalo A. P . S. Convention an d  it cer
ta inly is a beauty. The cover is in good eompany for l\Ir.  Brooks h a .;  O! le  of 
the fi nest collections in the country. Other fine items with scarce cancellations 
sold at very h igh prices in this  sale,  the h ighest price paid for a single 5c off 
cover being $120 which was paid for a copy with a Baltimore R. R. cancellation. 

" . .  i7 "; ,. , , •. 
. .  
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1',ig·ure 34. This is  the justly fn1nous ite1n knou· n  as "The Ste11he11 B ron·n" cover. It i""  a Jint" exa111 ple of the use of both the 5c and lOc '47's on the san1 e cover. The tr.c 11o�tnge 
was trl 11 le the l'ie rate so it ls obvious that the l etter was overweight. 

Sh ades of the 5c 1 847 

Issued in imperforate form on thin b l uish wove paper .  t l : e  stamp is found 
in a considerab l e number of shades.  The fin est ,,tudy that ha;; been m :1de of the 
eolors of this stamp was made by Dr.  Carroll Chase.  Vv e realize perfectly well 
that many collectors are not much concerned "·ith the color of  the stamp they 
have or are still t rying t o  obta in , and we also realize that the R idgway book on 
color is a ccessible to only a handful of people .  Neverth eless , t h e  following in for
mation is of importance to every collector that makes even a modest attempt at 
specia l ization on this stamp and we thus feel that it belongs in this article .  We 
believe there is  considerable specialized interest in the 5c '47 and consider it 
almost certain that this interest wi l l grow still  further i n  th e next few years. 

The mere fact th a t  a serious student can advance t o  the point where i t  is  
possible to assign a stamp to a definite per i od o f product ion thru t h e  slight 
differences in th e shades and the  impression of the stam p ,  should be of  e nough 
i nterest to warran t the inc l usion of the find i ng-s of D r .  Cha<.:e .  We quote directly 
from his article : 

" By the examination of a large n u m ber of dated covers it h as been possible t o  
determine w i t h  considerable accuracy t h e  sequence in which these various tints _and 
shades appeare d .  Thus by noting the c o l o r ,  together w i t h  t h e  impression ( as indi
cating the amount of wear on the plat e )  it becomes possible to assign any given 



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TII CENTURY 35 

copy-not too badly discolored or " oxidized "-whether on  or off cover,  to the ap
proximate time of its issue.  A l ist  of all  the colors sufficiently distinct to allow of 
l isting is  given forthwith, Ridgway' s  " C o l o r  N o m e n c l ature" being the a u t hority for 
the  names i n  parentheses .  

1 8 4 7 

Orange b rown ( Au b urn- l l m )  
Bright orange brown ( l ight a ubu rn-1 1 1 )  
Dark brown ( chestn ut brown-1 1 '  m )  
Black brown ( dark Van Dyke brown-1 1 "  o )  

1 8 4 8  

Dark brown ( chestnut brown-1 1 '  m )  
Dark reddish brown ( deep Rood 's  bro,wn- 1 1 "  1 )  

1 8 4 9  

Reddish brown ( dark russet-1 3 '  1 )  
Bright reddish brown ( dark pecan brown-1 1 "  j )  

1 8 5 0  

Grayish bro,wn ( light Mars brown- 1 3 '  m )  
Dark grayish brown ( Mars brown- 1 3 '  m )  
Dark olive brown ( Prout 's  brown-1 5 '  m )  
Orange ( c innamon-rufous-1 1 '  j )  
Brownish orange ( dark cinnamon rufous-1 1 '  j )  

1 8 5 1  

Deep brownish orange ( hazel- 1 1 '  k )  
Dark brownish orange ( dark hazel-1 1 '  1 )  

" It should b e  understood that there are more slight ehades and tints than are 
given here as the colors often grade gradually from one to another.  The list at
tempts to give only those prominent enough to deserve a separate name.  

"The rarest colors are the true orange and the black brown, while the bright 
orange brow n ,  the bright reddish brown , the brownish orange and the dark olive 
brown are not much commoner.  

"What commonly are called "oxidized" copies-in real ity they are the opposite 
-being "reduced "-may be found in varying shades u p  to a pretty fair black.  
Peroxide of hydrogen careful ly  appl ied will  return them to their normal color .  
Stamps showing false colors and various degrees of fading also exist. These usually 
have been caused by prolonged exposure to sunlight, or b y  chemicals used in an 
attempt to remove a cancellation . " 

The author would be the most surprised person in the world if any five 
" experts " could look at a dozen of the stamps and agree 100 % as to their 
shades. Some things are impossible of solution and agreement on 15  different 
sh ades is one of them. 

Cleaned Sta m ps 

Cleaned stamps quite often are found in this issue as many of the stamps 
were cancelled by pen strokes with ordinary ink whi ch is  not too difficult ·to 
remove. Dr. C h ase once made the statement that 9 5 %  of all of the " Unused " 
copies of the lOc 1847 stamps that he had seen were in reality cleaned copies .  
The 5c stamps that have been cleaned often differ s l ightly in  shade from any 
normal copies and have a rather dull and lifeless appearance. I t  is often easy 
to detect these copies by placing them face down in benzine-usually the tell
tale lines of the pen points can be seen . The chemical usually used to remove 
the cancel almost invariably bleaches the blue paper which of course offers an
other good test in checking for a cleaned stamp. C l eaned stamps can almost 
always be detected with an ultraviolet lamp . 

When cleaned copies are regummed, as they often are, the gum does not 
often approximate that of th e  originals. The original gum was usually thin, 
inclined to crackle,  and was somewhat yellowish in color. The gum was applied 
by hand by, so it is said , an apprentice engraver and an apprentice printer who 
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also were used as watchmen.  Three nigl: ts a week they h a nd-gummed the sheets 
of stamps and hung t h r m  up about the room to dry.  ( I  wonder how they kept 
them from curl ing 'I )  Some of these clean ed copies have been c ancelled with 
various fancy cancellations and 011 really clever fakes of this  nature the collector 
who does not have recourse to a quartz lamp , ( and the abil ity to  understand 
what is to be seen with such a lamp ) is apt to be taken in  on such an item. One 
test that has some value in  this c a<;e is  to l'xamine the  back of the stamp by 
holding it to a strong light in an effort to determine if the ink has penetrated 
to the back of the stamp. Modern inks seem to penetrate much better than the 
old inks and this is  particularly true if the fiber of the paper has been weakened 
by the addition of a cleaning agent or by th e passing of t ime .  

Pa pe r  

The paper o f  the 1847 :>tamps i s  usually described as a thin bluish wove 
paper and this description fits most of the copies that are found. However, 
eopies of the 5c and lOc exist on a paper that does not appear t o  h ave any of 
the bluish tinge. It is known that on many of these cop ies the color has been 
ilischarged either by chemicals or by natural me ans but there is  some chance 
that the copies found on what appears to be a paper that is sim ilar or identical 
to the white paper found on some of the 5c New Yorks may have actually been 
issued on this white paper. I t  should be remembered that both the 5c and lOc 
were printed on white bond paper in the form of large die proofs and such items 
a re known trimmed down to look like the issued stamp. 

It is apparent, upon an examination of a large nmber of copies of the 
stamps, that the bluish color was either  very unstable or that it varied consid
erably at the time the paper was made because it is not at all difficult to find a 
considerable range of shades in the p aper. In many cases we think this may 
have been brought about by a very slight chemical reaction that took place 
during the long periods of time that most of these stamps remained in contact 
with the covers they carried. We are certain that most students have observed 
the changes in paper sh ades that have taken place on stamps that have been 
in contact with the pages of certain album<;. One very well known U. S.  album 
seems to cause a rapid discoloration of the orange colored stamps of the 1922-
1932 issues. This change is in  the pigment of the ctamps but it  shows what 
contact with a certain paper can accomplish in a very short period of time. 

We h ad a letter from Stanley Ashbrook in  which he stated that both he 
and E zra Cole were of the opinion that there are 5c and lOc '47 's on white 
paper and that this paper is n ot a bleached bluish paper. H e  stated that of 
course he didn 't apply this to all white paper copies because he wa'i certain 
that some such items were originally on bluish paper. He said that the stamps 
he has in mind are on a paper that he believes was always white .  

Such copies as we h ave seen on paper that is  n o  longer bluish seem to be 
on a yellowish paper that does not have as smooth a surface as most of the nor
mal bluish paper.  Frankly, we do not know whether or not this is  paper that 
has lost its bluish color, due either to natural or art ific ial causes, and we have 
no means at our disposal for trying to determine if such changes h ave taken 
place.  

The paper on much of our earl y  issues varied considerably in thickness and 
texture and it is quite l ikel y  th at some variations from the normal thin bluish 
wove were delivered and used for the J847 i ssue . Howewr, we th ink no one will  
d ispute the statement that most al l of the '47 's are on p aper that still  is bluish. 
Furthermore, it is very probable that most of the stamps that are not now on 
bluish paper are on paper that original ly was bluish but which has lost its 
color,  for one reason or another, in  th e period since it was printed . Stamps on 
paper that has always been white, if they exist, must be classified as scarce.  
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P late Va rieties o n  the Sc 1 847 
There are not a great number of  noticeable p l a t e vCJ riet ies on t h e  5e stamp. 

Varieties giYen catalog recognition are " Dot in lJ in upper l eft e o rner , " whic h  
may n o t  exist on a n  issued stamp ,  " Dot in S in upper right corner, " and four 
double transfers which we h a v e  t h e  p l ea'in re to show in the fine i l l nst r CJ t i ons made 
by Stanley B. Ashbrook . 

T he " Dot in S "  variety no do ubt wa s cau.•: ed  hy the adherenee of a sma l l  
bit o f  metal to t h e  transfer roll during t h e  process of rock ing  i n  certa in posi
tions on the plate.  The variety h as been determined to have been on a l l  of the 
positions of the  stamps from the 9th verti c a l  row of the left pane of ' ' P l a te 1 ' '  
although there is  j ust a possibi l ity that  i t  d i d  not sh ow on eYery single copy 
printed from the lower end of the row. Dr. C a rroll  Chase once c laimed that 
the nearer the top of the row, the stronger the ' ' Dot, ' '  which almost certainly 
would indicate that these positions were entered from the t op of the plate to the 
bottom and that the small bit of metal or extraneous material gradually wore 
away. We do not know from what item or items Dr. Chase drew his conclusions. 
Capable students who h ave seen the Emerson plate p roof block seem to think 
there is little variation in the intensity of the dot as it appears on the stamps 
in the portion of the 9th verti c a l  row of  the left pane of plate 1 which is con
tained in this item. Dr. Chase may have obtained his information from a larger 
plate proof block that later was cut up. A bl ock of 30 of th ese p roofs that was 
formerly in the E m  person collection contains the " Dot in S "  va rieties and we 
are privileged to show an i l lustration of this well-known item . 

There is now good reason to doubt that the ' ' Dot in the U ' '  is an actual 
plate variety. Ashbrook called our attention to th e fact th at he as we l l as Karl 
Burroughs, Percy Doane, an d othe r  students of note never were able to find 
any trace of a stamp having this variety. 

It is surprising that so many people con fm:e the ' ' Creased paper ' '  variety 
with the ' ' Cracked plate ' '  v ariety. We recently were shown a c reasd paper 

F igure 3 ;) .  T h e  lt•ft s t a u u 1•  s h o n·s t h e  ' " D o t  i n  t h e  S "  vari ety. 'l1h e  cl o t  i n  t h is part i e u l n r  
s t n n 1 p  i s  q u i t e  s t r o n g· u n d  11 11 1nerous c x a 1111Jles n' i l l  be f o u n d  t h n t  tlc not s h o n· t l � i s  dot ·� o 

s u ch n dv n 11tnge. 
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Figure 36. The "Dot in the U "  sho,vn on t ltis t>late 1>roof tl oes not no"' s een1 to be .:a 
real variety but rather is n freak inking vnrintion. It has not been found on a st1un1> 

1Jes111te a vigilant senrt•h by <> :tr bes t stt1de .1ts.  

t>ouble. 
_Tra n �  f e. r-

• E • 

Pl a fe 
• 

Figure 87 ( Left ) .  This drawing shows the marks found on n 1•011slstent 11lnte v:irlety 
cnlled by Its discoverer, Stanley Ashbrook. "Double 'rrnnsfer E." His descrit>ti o n  i s  an 
follows : "I have l ocated five dlfl'erent eoples of this position, 11roving the ,·nrlety is  con
sistent nnd n o  a ctual plate variety. Further, I l ocate1l a eopy on a cover used i n  ls.IS, 
1>roving that it conies front plate 1. So1ne of the lines 1nny be scratches but the principal 
ones a re evidently traces of n former entry. Note the curve In the left "5." ( Note that 
Ashbrook had not as yet,  as he did eventually, real i zed there was but one plate o f  the 

:le 1 84 7 .  L.G.B . )  ( Draw i n g  by Ashbrook ) .  

Figure 38 ( Right ) .  ( Draw ing by Ash brook ) .  
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Figure :w. In an ex eell ent artiele pub l ished in •rHE STA JU P SPRCIALIS'r, S t a nl e y  B .  
As11brook t l1 orough l y  cove1·ed t h e  D o u b l e  Transfers 011 t h e  r> c  1S47. F o r  so111 e years 
tJ1ere h a s  been u 

-
certain n 1u o u n t  o f  doubt b y  some s t 11 1l ents O ''er t h t• nctu nl status of the 

itent thnt i s  l is t e tl b y  S cotts a s  Double r.rrnnsfer " 'U" nnd o n e  o f  t h t• grt•nt col lectors, 
S t e tJhen H ro,,·n ,  held t c  t h e  0 11 i n i o n  thnt t h e  " D "  "·n s  not a true double t r a nsfer b u t  "':ts 
n " k i Ns." Ash brook n·ns t h e  orij?;i n a l  disco,·erer of t h e  "D " n 1ul t•o n s i stt•ntly l1ehl to h i s  
original ld�n that i t  n·n s  t ru e  d o u b l e  des1>ite t h e  fact tll n t  20 y e : 1  rs o f  h u nting b o t h  by 
h in1self n n d  111 a n y  o t h er students failed to di scover a clu t»li<•ate o f  t h e  '\.':t rh•ty. I n  regard 
to Bron-n's opinion thnt it n·as a "kiss," AsJ1brook "..-rote a s  follon-s in h i s  :art i cl e :  " H ron·n 
searche'l h i g h  nnd Jon· for "C" and " D·" copies b u t  \VUS never able to find exan1 1> l e s  of 
either one. Juul h e  even t u u l l y  etnne to the eonelusion t h a t  the " D "  n-:uii not nn a c t u a l  11l a t e  
variety b u t  n n  error o f  printi ng, n'h i e h  i s  eom111 o n l y  ca l l ed a "l{iss.'' or u s  o n e  authority 
h n M  d u bbed t h e  ,-a riety, "An I1u i t n t i o11 S h i ft.'' This bring;s u p  q u i t e  n n  interesti ng 11o i n t .  
Inasmuch a s  t h e r e  i s  n o  rel a t i o n s h i p  bet,1·een t h e  o r i g i n  o f  a d o u b l e  transfer ( actu a l  p l a t e  
vari e t y ) a n d  n " k i s s , "  then there n 1 u s t  he q u i t e  n tlechled tli:ft'erence i n  e x a n 1 1>les of t h e  
tn-o ,-arieties." 

The u n e x u eeted seen1s t o  h n p 1wn just often e n ough i n  t h e  study of stun11>s t o  cause 
students to conth111 a l l y  l1 011e ngahtst l1ope t h a t  "son1et11 i n g  n-i l l  turn U Jl ." And that l s  
.fust ,,·hnt h n ppent"d h t  l"t"A'U r•l t o  t h e  "U" s h i f t .  A s  A s h l1 rook stated i n  h i s  a rt i c l e ,  I�:unb ert 
Gerber of Tan1nqun. Pn . rece11 t l y  d i scov("red t h i s  e l nsh·e i t e nt nn•l .  b es t  of n l l , it \\· u s  j n  
n b l ock whleh m a y  pos s i b l y  h e l p  I n  plnte re<'onstructlon i f  s u eh i s  e,·er attempted. This 
b l ock "·n s  in t h e  Dr. Cooue1·s1n i t h  <"Ol l ection nt tlte thne i t  "-as d i sbursed by Sylvester 
C o l b y  I n  1946. "\Ve ure pl eased t o  I l l ustrate this stnm11 h ere. Ashbrook is anxious t o  see 
nny copies t h a t  b e a r  t h i s  s lt i ft er t h P  ' "C" sl1 i ft if n n y  stud ents re:uling t h i s  art i c l e  
lta,·e s u c h  i t ents n·e kn o n' thnt )t c  "·ould b e  Jt l en s ""•l t o  l1 e n r  front you. 

( N ote b y  L. G. B.) In reA"n rd to the "Imitation S h ift" a s  m entioned b y  Ashbrook, I 
think t h e  fo l lo"-ing stnternent. n·hleh is n quotation frorn n letter receiv e d  front E l i o t t  
Perry. Is i n  o r d e r .  I quote from Perry : " S o  f a r  n s  I k n o n-. I n 111 t h e  only n'ri t e r  ,,..-ho h n s  
u s e d  t h e  expression "intitntlon s h i ft," a n d  i f  I n n1 t h e  authority referred to. t h e  q u o t e  
«0011 l d  b e  11nderstood t o  1n en n  t h a t  I cotts ider n "khu•1" t o  he s:u n e  n s  n n  "lntJtntion shift"
'vhieJ1 I h tn" e  never done." �Ir. Perry goes 0 11 to ni:tk e  this f u rth""r oh !ii en·ntio n : "It is not 
true thnt differe n t  causes n1ust prod n ee d i fferent res u l t s .  S h i ft, doubl e  t ransfer. re-entry. 
fre s h  e n t ry tt n d  perhaps other i t e m s  tlo not a l n·ays i n t:l icnte t h e  snnte cause y e t  n i l  produce 
t h e  s : nn e  r�sul t ,  I.e.,  duplication of l i n e s  on a stnntp t:l esi1:;n. 111 u1y 0 1> i n i o n  a n  hnitntion 
"hlft <>ou hl he so produeetl a s  t o  b e  i n tl l stlngnish n h l e  ( a )  from n A"en u i n e  D .  T. on t h e  11late, 
or ( b )  f ro m  n n  ordinary kiss,  or ( e )  sont et h i n g  i n  betn't"'�n those t"•o Jllt("-no rn enn o r  a 
eonr b l n ntion of t h e m .  Or "·h a t  h n d  every n p pe n rn nce of l• ring a slt i f t  111i �·l1t be 1n e r e l y  
fhe T«"�ult of l n co111 plete erasure o f  n n  entirely d i fferent N t : nn p  for \\·J1J elt tl1e p1ate h � «l 
prev i o u s l y  been used. T h i s  very thing occurs i n  t h e  revenue s t u mps." 
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Figure 40. Photo of a position showing eon>1lstent plate seratclt N1. S t>vernl e o 1> l l" s  from 
this position were found by Ashbrook. 

Figure 41. Another I nteresting plate vnrlety. ( D ra w i n g  b �· A s h b r o o k ) .  

C U R. I... Lef t 
P l a te O n e.  

L e f  I:' PC' ne. 
.,5t!' Ye rhcci I 

R e""'. 

F i gu re 42 ( L eft ) .  ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

Figure 4:J ( Rl gltt ) .  Curl I n  left ":;." 



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF T H E  19TH CENTURY 41 

PLA T E  H O. t 
_ . .  � C o'Tr·s #•" • 

Figure 44 ( Left ) .  Double transfer "A" from plate 1>oslt l on SORl. ( D r a w i n g  l> y A s h b r o o k ) .  

F lir;nre � ( Right ) .  Double tranHfer "B" from plate position OORl .  ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

Figure 46 ( L eft ) .  Double transfer " C." ( A s hbrook's dra,,· i 11 1.:;  rt�fers t o  "Plnte 2" T h ere '''as 
no 1• lnte 2 a s  Ashbrook eventu a l l y  realize d ) .  ( D ra w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

l•"' i gure 47 ( R igbt ) .  Double transfer "C." ( P h o t o  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  
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Figure 48 ( Left ) .  Double transfer "D." ( Ashbrook eventually realized there never WUN 
a "Plate :?'' ) .  ( D raw i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

Fi1-1·ure 411 ( R ight ) .  Double tra111•fer "D." 

PL A T E  
Mc!l r- Ks 
Po.a 1 h o ..,  · 7  
Ple>�e ! 

Figure 50 ( L eft ) ,  Position is 10-R-1. (Drawing by A s h b r o o k ) .  

J<'igure 51 ( Right ) . Poaltlon i s  10-R- t .  



Figure 52. This is a particularly Interesting photo b ecause it shows not only exam1>les o f  
double trn n 1ders A a n d  B ,  b u t  n l s o  t w o  strips of three t h a t  were rej oined after being 
separated. 'l'h e  left hand stri1>.  7H. 89, 99Rl , n·a s  n t  o n e  t hu e  i n  t h e  A shbrook collection 
'r h e  right hand s trip, 80, 00, lOORl , wus In t h e  Judge E m e rson eoll eetton. Ashbrook 
vlslte1l Em erson about 1918, noted the strip i n  the E m e rson col l e ction., and ex pressed the 
opinion thut his strip had a t  one time ad.loin<"d that of Judge E m e rson's. Some time 
I nter Ashbrook c h eeked t h e  two stri 1>s and found h i s  opinion verified. This Item has 
had severa l o n·ners eo,·er the years and 'vas again sold in a Rob ert A. Siegel sale fn 
Februney 1006 for $1 11>9.00. 
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Fib'"llre 53. Thho Is tl1e lnrge1<t existing p i ece known from t h e  5c plnte. It h n s  long beelf 
k n o n·n ns t l1 e  "E 1n erso n" block of :10 b u t  n·n s  tturchnNed by 1'1 r. Karl B u rroughs n n ll i s  
l ' l l ustrnted b y  h h i  k i n d  p ern1i s s f o n .  T h f"  b l ock i s  u b l o t•k of o r i gi n a l  plate p roofs a nd i s  
surcha rged "·Ith t h e  ,,·ord " S P E C l 1"1 E N "  ,,·hich b u s  b e e-n n hnost con1 pletely :filtere d  out 
o f  the picture in order that the l n1 p rl"sHi o ns n1 n y  be st•en to better n d v n ntnge. I t  Hh ould 
b e  not ed t h n t  t h e 2nd rou· fro nt tl1e right sltO'n·s tJ1e "t:l o t  i n  t.he S "  varl e t y  on e a c h  stn n1p. 

5c and the party owning it thought he had a cracked p!ate v ariety. It must be 
remembered that a nything that enters into the plate-a scratch, dent, or a crack 
in th e plate, shows up in the form of color on the stamp. 

The 5c i s  known with a " Stitch wat ermark . "  

Fa lse Plate Varieties 
F alse plate varieties exist that are very apt t o  confuse even qualified ex

p e rts. The most common of these are caused by improper removal of the sheet 
from the p ress, which may result in some of the ink lines running or blurring. 
" Offset " prints may occur on the back of a stamp if the freshly printed sheets 
are placed on top of each other before the ink has dried.  It has even been sug
gested to us that a " Double Offset " ( from the face of a stamp to the back of 
a sheet piled on top of it,  and then, by a :slight change in t h e  position of the 
top sheet, offset back to the face of t h e  stamp from which the excess ink origi
nally cam e )  might cause an apparent double transfer that would be very dif-
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Figure 54 .  Exnm p;le of crenHed 1>n p e r  v a r i e t y  o n  t h e  5c. 
K e n w o rt h y ) .  

( P h o t o  c o u r t e s y  o f  W a l d o  V. 

P i J!;nre ti."i. T h i s  lut 1> 1>e n s  t o  be :�n i l l u s t r a t i o n  of 1>os it ion 90lt. 1 n·h i l'h i s  th e )J o s i t i o u  of 
d .-. u b I -.. trn nsf{" .. ' •B." H o "· e ,·er, t he double t r n n s f e r  has n o t h i n µ.· t o  d o  n· i t h  1 l1 e l in -e o f  
t- o l o r  t hn t exte1uls f1·0111 t h e  t o 1> of t h e  r i g h t  fr:nne l i n e  t o  t h e  b o t t o u 1  fr:uue l i ne of t h e  
st:1n1 11 n bo ,·e i t .  'l_lh i s  i s  n 11r i n t i n g  ,·n riety nnd 1> robab l y d i d  n o t  n µ.· a i n  o e c u r  n t  t h i s  

F i J:,·ure 5 0 .  A nother uri nting ,·n r i e t y  s hn i l n r  t o  t h a t  s h o n· n  i n  P iµ;ure ii:! ex <•t• 1>t th:1t  t h i s  
s t n 1 n p  i s  f ront a t o 1_> run· ,  exnct t• o s i t i o n  n o t  kn on· n . ( C o u r t e s y  \V a l d o  V .  IC e n w o r t h y ) .  

J> osi ti on . 

ficult to detect from a genuine double transfer. T heoretically this would be 
possible ; actually we do not know that it  has occurred. The well known ' ' dry 
plate " varieties i n  which ink fails to  p rint  on small,  usually p in point areas , 
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often a re taken for true plate varieties. " Creased paper " item� as illustrat e d  
here a r e  also p rinting varieties. I llustrations are shown that have l ines o f ink 
that have continued as apparent extensions of frame lines.  They appear quite 
similar to  cracks. It shou ld be remembered that metal does not fracture in a 
straight line.  Every crack in a stamp plate shows, under a good glass , as a 
jagged line.  Most p late varieties show up as a line or spot of color be cause most 
of the things that can happen to p roduce a true variety produce either a crack 
in a plate, a bruise or a scratch.  Such accidents produce a condition that allows 
ink to be retained by the plate  in th e same manner that the ink is reta ined in 
the normal engraved lines. Of cour:,;e an a ccident to the back of a p l ate could 
cause a high spot on th e  face of the pla te  that would in turn result in th e  Jack 
of color in the area affected, but this type of accident rarely h appens. 

Fig;ure 57. Extended fra1u e line a t  t o p  bet,,·een t n�o s t n 111 ps. .A p 11nrn11 t l y  caused b y  
ff\-'erinking. 

Va rieties a n d  Colors of the Cancel lations Found on th e Sc 1 847 
Varieties of cancellations as l isted by Scott include the fol l owing : " Paid, " 

' ' F ree, ' ' Railroad, U. S .  Express l\Iail, ' ' \Vay, ' '  Steamboat, ' ' Steam, ' '  Steam
shi p ,  Hotel,  Numerals, Manuscript ( p en cancelled ) ,  Used from Canada , and the  
Wheeling , W .  Va. ,  grid.  Lawrence B .  l\Iason had a 5 c  '47  cover "·ith a ' ' Hotel ' ' 
marking. This has a pair of the 5c stamps that are cancel led  with blue bars on 
the stamps and it has a blue " Rath buns H otel " marking on the cover. The 
cover also has a red New York postmark and the sta mps were a'so  cancel led with 
the red New York gri d .  Very few 1 8 4 7  coYers a r e  known with " Hotel " mark
mgs. 

Excluding pen cancelled copies,  Red was t h e  most common color used in 
cancelling these stamps. This was due to  the fad th at the v arious postmasters 
soon discovered that  this color most effectively cancelled both the brown 5 c  and 
the black lOc stamps. Probably about 7 5 7o of t hese stamps 'vere cancelled in 
Red, about 15 % in B lue , around 8% in B l ack, with the remaining 2% divided 
into Green, O range, Violet, Magenta, Ultramarine, and a few other odd shades. 
The true bright green cancellation is the most desirable of the lot. Target can-
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c ellations a re nry rare on this stamp and we understood from Ashbrook that 
it has been found used only from Gree nwich,  N. Y. , and Hanover, N. H . ,  up to 
this time. He mentioned t hem cnly i n  red but we recent i y isaw a copy with a 
black target but t h e  town origin is not known to u >: .  A1rnther desirab le -�an
cellation is the " Binghamton herringbone "  "·hich is known i n  red,  in black, and 
in green. Th e  T renton Star  a nd ' '  c i r d e s  of short r e d  dashes ' '  a r e  other fi n e  
cancellations . 

F i g;ure as. A 1in e  c a n c e l l e d  "'l' H O Y  & X E \\. \' O R li.  S'l'EAJU H O A T "  in b l u e .  
( C o u r t e s y  of  the late P h i l i p  H .  W a r d .  Jr . ) 

Figure 59. The rare "Herringb one" cancel of B i nghamton, N. Y. ( Ex - N e w b u r y  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
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Figure 60. A pair of the 5c used with a B lood's Local and tied with a "PHILADA RAIL
ROA D "  in red. Thi>< cancel lation not only t ies the lJRlr to the eo,·er, bnt the cnneellatlon 
n ppenrH sepnrntely on the cover. 'l'he cover b ears n "NEW YORK SEP 25" po1!1tmnrk In 

red. ( C o u r t e s y  o f  the late Ph i l i p  H. Ward, J r. )  

Figurt" 6 1 .  A. fine valentine co,·er bearin� odd n1n n useriut a s  n·c l l  a s  grid cnncellntions. 
( E x - N e w b u r y  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
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Ffcure 6 2 .  A rungnlfleently cnncell"d stomp w i t h  t h e  Housntonk Rnl lrond cnncel lnt lon. 
( Ha r o l d  C .  Brooks C o l l e c t i o n )  

Figure 6:-l. .\ n u n u s u n l  1847 co,·er in t h a t  i t  '\Vas n o t  f u l l y  1>.a i d .  It  i s  .i u s t  a b out cert a i n  
t h a t  this (Htrti l'ulnr t•cn·er n·us o'\· e r n·eh:;ht b u t  i t  "·ould n o t  lun·e h e- e n  hn 1•ossible for a 
cover Huch us t h i s  h:n·e been 1u a r k <" d  U u e  :> i f it h a d  b e e n  sent a ft e r  t h e  sta:u11 1ts !uul 

b t"en de111 011 e t i zed. ( C o urtt>sy 'Va l t t•r S. F i s hel ) . 
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Figu re 64. T,,.o be-autiful p:1 i rs on n co,'er sent to Cnnudn. 'rh e stan11•s  are tied b y  red 
grhlM, the upper 1>nir  nlso is  t i ed b y  n rell N en• York 1>ost nu1 rk n·hile the lo\Vt'r pai r  i "'  
tit>d by t h e  Cn nndlnn Reee i ,·ing 1>ostn1 n rk of Queenston·n, U .  C - .  Jun l" Z 1840. ( E x - Ed w a r d  S .  K n a p p  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  

Figure 6:>. A line and unusual eo,•er b earing two extremel y line singles of the 5e and a 
eopy of the "1.1. S. Mall" carrier. ( Ex - Edward S .  K n a p p  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
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P i µ;ure HU. 'I1 h i s  b e a u t i f u l  eo,·er h a s  t h e  stn 111 1) c a n c e l l e d  n·i t h  t h e  .. ,,.n y  :l'' 1unrk i 11g· .. 

A s h b r o o k  "· n s  of t h e  0 1> i 11 i o n  t h a t  t h i s  n· n s  nn •'orig;i n ' '  ntnrk i nJ.:: r:t t l u •r t h a n  n nutrk ing 

hul h·n t i n �· thnt n \\' a y  ft>e n· :ts due. S o 111e students 1u i gl1 t think tl i ft'ert• n t l y  but thnt is 
n· h n t  111 n k e s  t h ese covers i nteresti nj?,·. ( A s h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  

Ji, i J�;ure 67. A b e a u t i f u l  cover n· i t h  t h e  s c-n rce H u tlson lliver !tl n i l  nutrk i n.g. I t  i s  cance l l ed 
,,· I t h  t h e  •'17 n·Jn.· y b a rs t-.---ri d "  of t h i s  u n u s un l u1arking on t h e  st;nnps as ,,·el l as t h e  
H u d s o n  R I' ,·. lU n i l ,  N. Y. A u gust 3 .  i n  n c i r c l e  i n  r e d .  •rtu• o n· 1u. �r o f  t h e  co ,·er, C p l .  1H. H . 
• Judd, t o l d  t h e  following I nteresting story a b o u t  t h e  cove r :  D u ri n g  t h e  gre a t  C h o l era 
R pi d �m i e  of 1 S4fl, 'vhlch n·n.s especia l l y  h n tl  during t b e  n1 011 t h s  of July nnd A u gu s t ,  the 
Pre1ddent of the U n i ted S t ates proelaintetl F r i d a y ,  Augu s t  a, 1 849 n d a y  o f  prayer nnd fnNti nJ.,: a nd nil busi ness houses a n d  pu b l i c  offices ''"·ere closed. 'I1hus this l etter n·n s  
t a k en d h-ect l y  t o  t h e  steam b o a t  a n d  m a i l ed b e cnu!le t h e  N e w  York Post O ffi c e  was cl osed. 

All o f  thl1< "'" "  eon ft r m e 1l  by the c1mtents of the letter. ( A sh b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  
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Figure 68. A norn1nl <'O''·er 111nf1ed 011 A p ri l  1;.  lAAO front Iln l t i n1ore to Phtlndelphla. See 
Figure 69 for t h t"  <•onneetion betn· e e n  thest" t"·o eo,·ers. ( A s h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  

�i;i� - -- �r...;.¥��:'f"r'.r': � 

•.., i�·u1·e HU. 'I' hese tn·o <"(n·e r s  are of i n terest for ntore t h n u  one reason. 'r he J e t t er Hho'ft·11 
I n  fl"'ure fl7 n·n s  n1 n i l ed on A pril 1 7th n 1 ul the l etter shon· n  in fh,...,1 -:-e (J..� n·n N  nu t i l t""-:1 jast 
one dny Inter, ( In 1R50 ) .  b y  the snn1t" 1u•1·so11 to t h e  s u 1nl" n dd resse t•.  The le � t e r  ni:1 ilt"d on 
t h e  1 7 t h  ,,·ns j u tc t  n norn1 u l  lt"tter but t lu .. otht"r. n· t t h t h e  Plt i l n d e l t> h i n  • 'R" i n  b l u e  was a 
R("corded L etter. T h e s l"  n· ere 11 .Nuu l l y  C".a l led u llej?;istered l. l" t t e r  b u t  ,,·e d i d  n o t  haYe u reghdrntion Myste1n u n t i l  185:>. Stu•h "R • •  l e tters ,,·ere St"llf N P l>Urnted fro 111 tht" reKUl•r 
mai l .  A req ue1d n·a M  nu: d e  t h n t  tht" let � er b e  recorded by the postnl clerk a s  h n ,·ing been 
placed h• the nu 1 i l  n t  n 1>a rticula r thn.e. A n other fea t u re o f  tht"se tn·o co,•ers h i  the :lad 
thnt the Ntn1nps h a ,·e the Mharp hn presslon s  thnt n·ert• o b t a i n ed for ::1 t l , n e after the plate 
had b een cleaned and h a ndled carefully l n t e  In 1849 or early i n  1 "5-0. Such stamps usrd 
to b e  ca l l e d  "Pl n t e  2·" stn1n1>s u n t i l  It n·n s  p ro,«•11 thnt only one p l n te n·n s  used to pro-

duce t h e  Sc 1 84 7  .. tampH. ( A s h b r o o k  p h ot o ) .  
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F i �·ur� 70. H. t•d <� r i d  (':1 1u•t� J 1 n t ! c n  u s e d  a t  C h i en µ;o I n  l S:iO. ( �e w b ur ,\· c o l l ect ion ) .  

I d o  not haYe  a n  i l lust rnt ion o f  a coYer sold i u  the Caspary S a l e  o f  a pair 
of 5c '-17 's used from Montreal t o  \Tew York . It was shown and described in 
Catalog #2 of t h e  Sal e held by II . R Harmer,  Jnc.,  i n  1956.  De.'icribed as 
follows : " USED FRO}! CANADA : 5t dark gray bro\\'n on pronounced blue 
paper,  a n  immaculate h orizontal  pair,  beautiful beyond "·orcls. O n  small ,  tidy 
cover, neatly cancelled and tied by c l e a r  Canad i a n  t a rget killers.  Cover bears 
reel town postm a rk o f  origin }10 \TTRE A L ,  :.\lay 2 ,  1 8 :'i l ,  curved reel framed 
" CA NADA " a n d  is  addressed t o  :\ P\\' York.  E xcessi \'e ly  rare ,  and one of the 
most outstan d i n g  of t h e  U !-l7 c oYers k n ow n . ' '  I ag'I ' < ' < '  w i t h  the d e s c r i p t i o n  and 
com i <l rr it t o  be a m a g-n ificent  cow1" 

E z r a  Cole 01wr shu\\'ecl me a Yrry i 1 1 tr resti11g· ton, r  \\· i t h  a pen-cantel led ;'Je 
'47 tha t was part  of the postal  marking · · L a k e  Champla i n  :.\Ia i l , 1 5 ,  Aug.  1849 ' '  
written by pen.  Thi .'i is a u  extremely rn re item \\T i t t l' n  aboard the Steamer 
" Burl i n gton " and a cl dressed to K e\Y Y o r k .  

I m porta nt  Find of 1 847 Covers 

A n  interesting find of 1 8-17 covers \\·as m a cle iu 1940 by Stephen C .  Lyon of 
Providence,  R.  I.  This find was made at  the Columbia Bank of Col umbia, P a . ,  
and consisted of 9 6  copies of t h e  5c  1 8 -1 7  a n d  2 o f  t h e  l O c ,  a l l  o n  cover.  T hese 
covers fo rm a fairly complete run of dates commencing with August 1 9 ,  1847,  
and continuing to June 1 3 ,  1 8 5 1  1>0 they are of particular  val ue i n  studying 
the shades and other variat ions i n  the 1>ta mps . lt is from finds like this that 
the sequence of the various shade:,;, the stat e  of wear of the plates, and the quality 
of the printing can best be studied. 
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5 Cent 1 847 B isect? 

While bisects never were officially recognized by the Post Office Depart
ment,  they were by many Postmasters and in at least one instance their use was 
encouraged ! The late Dr .  Iver ,Johnson found in The Evening Post, a New York 
paper , this notice in the issue of Jan . 5, 1850 : " ST AMPS FOR NEWSPAPERS 
-At the post office in this  city a hundred and fifty newspapers not coming from 
the office of the paper which publi shed them, are dail�' rejected because the post
age is not pa id in achance . 

The Postmaster, we learn, has j ust determined to allow the five cent letter 
stamps, divided in halves and quarters, t o  be used in payment of the postage of 
newspapers . Half of one of these stamps divided diagonally, and p asted on the 
envelope , w i l l  re received as e q uivalent to the payment of two cents ; a quarter, 
b�- the same mode of d iv ision . is equivalent to the payment of one cent postage. 

This  arrangement will obviate the necessity of a great deal of delay at the 
po, t office "·indmYs , in the payment of newspa per postage . ' ' 

Dr. Johnson is said to have found one such 184 7 spl i t  on cover but hi-, 
unexprcted drath seems to haYe buried i t a n d  his contemplated article . 

5 Cent 1 847 U sed To Pay 2c D rop Rate 

Creighton Hart has a fine 5c  1 847 used at Baltimore to pay the 2c Drop 
rate .  The cover i s  of course a ddressed to  Baltimore and the use of the stamp 
of course represents a 8c overpayment . The stamp is  perfectly tied with a large 
numeral ' '  2 ' '  in a circ l e . \Vhy was i t  used ? Possibly the Post Office was closed 
a n d  this was posted in a letter sl ot after hours on the theory that an overpay 
w a "  preferabl e to a delay. 

The Fa mous " M i n nea pol is  Corner" on th e Sc 1 847 Sta m p  

One o f the interest ing stories that c a n  b e  tol d about the 5 c 1847 is the story 
of the once famous " Minn ea pol is Corner " on th is stamp. About 1 9 1 1  a gentle
man by the n a m e  of Frank II . Lord with an associate ,  H .  G. Smith , decided to 
attempt t o corner the fioati11 g  supply of the 5c '47 .  At the  t ime they started 
their operations the price of the stamp, in wholesale lots. was from 25c t o  35c . 
T h e i r  operat ions ewntuall ,v forced up the price to  some extent but I do not be
l ieve the�- ever paid as much as a doll ar for a copy.  Prices pa id were per stamp 
and no prem ium was pa id for the many pa irs and strips they obtained. They 
succeeded i n  accumul a t i n g  3 .318  cop ies of the stamp . Mr.  Lord bought out Mr.  
Smith and moved to C aliforn i a  i n  about 1 9 1 4  or 1915 .  He sold about 400 cop ies 
of t he stamp to a Mr. Richardson and some 200 copies to other collectors. In 
Hl Hi ,John Klemann Wf'nt to  California and bought the bal ance  of the Lord ac
cumul ation which at this time consisted of 2 ,687 copies .  'Ne understand that he 
a l so  bought t he R ichardson l ot at th i s  t ime . Many of the fine items from this 
stock were then sold to A. K .  McDan ie l of Denver whose fine collection was later 
sol cl to Senator Ackerman through arrangements made by E lliott Perry. Lord 
and Smith did not turn down all pen cancelled stamps but we do know they 
refnsf'd some 130 nice  pen cancelled cop ies when t h ey purch ased a considerable 
cpi a n t ity of the 5c  '47 's  from A. A. Quevli of ·windom, Minn. Later, these 130 
stamps were purchased br A. B.  Casse l l for several t imes the  price at which they 
were offered to Lorcl . 
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Another large Twin City accumulation of the 5 c  was formed by Wm. Mann
heimer of St. Paul. At one time he had some 700 four-margined copies of the 
5c. Cassel l purchased 100 copies from this accumulation for $500 in 1930 and 
later obtained another 100 copies of the Mannheimer lot that had been p urchased 
at about the same time by Charles Crapser. C assell obtained these and con 
siderable other materia l i n  a trade deal with ( ' rapser in which Cassell gave as his 
part of the  t rade j ust 1:200 copies of the · ' Penny B lack. ' '  

Shncles : Red b r o w n ,  p a l e  b r o w n ,  brown ,  dark bro w n ,  grayish b ro w n ,  b lack ish  brown.  
orange b ro w n ,  brown orange ,  orange .  

Var·ieties : Dot in " U "  in upper  left  corner ,  Dot  i n  " S "  in  upper  right corner , ,  Doub l e  
transfer " A "  of t o p  f.rame l ine  ( 8 0 R I ) ,  Double  transfer " B "  of top  and 
bottom frame l ines ( 9 0 RI ) ,  Double  transfer  "C" of b o ttom frame l ine 
lower part of  left  frame l i n e ,  Double  transfer  "D" of  top , bottom and 
left  fra m e  l i n e s .  a n d  n u merals .  

Plates :  Plate  one .  

Cancellations : Red,  red brown,  b l u e ,  m agenta,  orange ,  b l a c k ,  u l tra m arin e ,  green , 
v io let .  

Cancellation Val'ietie;; : Reel t o w n ,  b l u e  town ,  m agenta town,  orange t o w n ,  black tow n ,  
vio let  t o w n ,  u l tramarine t o w n ,  green town,  " Paid , "  'Free , "  
Rai lroad ,  U .  S .  Express Mail ,  "Way , "  Steamboat ,  " Steam , "  
Steamship ,  Hotel , N u m erals ,  " Wheel ing ,  W .  Va . ,  grid , " Manu
script ,  Canada.  

Quantity issued : A p p roximately 3 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0  issued to postmasters.  
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TH E TE N C E N T  STA M P  OF 1 847 ( Scott 2, M i nkus 2 )  
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F i g,t re 71. 'l'his 10c 1 8-17' on n ,-u l e n t i n e  CO''\·er is n ,, h i l a t e l i e  treasure a n d  111 a y  n·e· l be 
the ntost nttracth·e 1847 CO''\·er i n  e x i s t e 1u·t�. It n·a s  (• ,1rr• ed only the short d i stance frcnn 
Pots«hnn to West Potsclan1 , �r\"". Y . •  ,,· h i c h  n cco n n t s .  in 1n1 rt for the fact t h a t  b ot h "t h e  
co,·er n n d  t h e  oriµ;i n n l  ,·n l f" n : i n e  n· h i c h  i t  s t i l l  c•on tn i ns ure i n  e x e e H e n t  c o n d i t i o n .  I t  ·was 
:for 1nn n y  years b u t  o n e  of t h e  nua n y  u n usun l c•tn·ers i n  t h e  ,,·ell-kno·n·n co1 1 e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  l u t e  Jl rs. H .  A .  D i n 111 n n t .  

56 
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Genera l  I nformation 

This i,,tamp was first sent to the postoffice on July 1 , 1847, and as was  the 
case with the 5c, this postcffice was at New York City and was the only office 
supplied on this date. As mentioned earlier , a very fine table of the dates and 
quantities of stamps in the shipments of these stamps to the postoffices is to be 
found in " Postal Markings of the United States 1847-1851 " published by Wm. 
R. Stewart . We believe the earliest known use is July 9, 184 7 . 

The portrait of Washington which appears on the stamp i s after a painting 
by Stuart and is obviously cut down from a stock die that was in the possession 
of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson. This stock die was used on several bank 
notes produced by the firm and is i l lustrated earlier in  this book . 

. ·: � .  

�eAt'.;.·c� ure IA; /,-oy,,Jl /n,,,, ,n , · //;,. ,, ,., , , .u l  "/'/' ,., 'I'/, ,."; 
. .  -�£.�?Lo· r; ;u/a Jlr')/ ,/., ,;;- . '11 1,/ ;,.,, , . , .//,,.,. /I,.,/, , .,, 01 /.  
� ,._ � ., \ 

l" ig·ure 7!: ( ;abo,'e ) a n d  7a ( belon· ) .  'r h e  H n n d h o l t z  fin d ,  t h t•  t n·o l n rµ; e s t  k n o n n () i t•t · �· s of 
t h e  IO<· t S4'l' .  ( P h o t o  e o u r t e s y  of D a n i e l  F. K e l l e lw 1 » . 

La rgest Known P ieces of the  1 Oc 1 847 

The two largest kn own pieees of the lOc '47 came from the same cover which 
was u'Sed from Cleveland, Ohio,  to  Providence, Rhode Island. This remarkable 
cover was found by C .  H.  Bandholtz in the 1920 's .  One of the pieces consisted 
of 14 stamps made up of the entire top row of 10 stamps p l us the first four 
stamps in the second row, whi le  the other p ieces consisted of a horizontal strip 
of 10. It is remarkable that all of the stamps are in fine condition , although they 
are pencancelled. When Bandholtz found the cover he  sold i t  to Phil ip Ward. 



Figure 74. A m a gnificent used b lock of the lOc 1847. T h i s  i t e m  Is actually light ly can
celled wltlt a red grid w h i ch has been elim inated from the photo by use of a fi lter. The 
iten1 Js purposely sho·wn i n  la rge size so thnt the differences in the frant e l i nes can be 
ebsen·ed. It "·as lart,,"'el y thru tht>se dlll'erenees I n  the fra mes that E l i ott Perry was able 

to plnte the 10<' stam p. ( C o u r t e s y  of N o r m a n  S e r p h o s ) .  



T H E  GNITED STATES PosTA<m STAM Pi' OF THE 1 9TH CENTURY 59 

•:tgure 7 5  ( L eft ) .  'rh e  fnmons " L u z it•r" stri11 of four. ( Ph o t o  lJ y Perry ) .  
F i J,tni-e 76 ( R.i,.;ht ) .  Tn·o strl1•s of t h ree re.i o i n e d  nfter b e i n g; se11aru t e t1  for n g..-e :1 t 1 n n 11 y  

1·enrs. .A n i n teresth1,.; a n d  1 n o s t  n n u snn l ot·t•urre1u•e. ( I  • h o  t o  b y  Perry ) .  
Jr . ,  wh o then sold i t  to George F .  Tyler of Phi ladt>lphia . W hen t h e  Tyler col
lection was brokPn up the two items in <1uestion w P re sold to l<'rank R. Sweet at 
what then was the highest price yet paid for a U. S. item-not even excluding 
the sh eet of the 24c airmail inverts ! The price has bet>n exct>eded since by a 
s i ng- I <- b � od: of the inwrts.  
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The finef>t unused single undoubted ! �· is th e tremendous sheet margin copy 
sold in the Caspary Sale in 1956  for $1 800.00. This is a record that might stand 
forever unless this particul a r cop�· is resold . It has a sheet margin at the top, 
"·ide marg in at the bottom. and sho\Ys large portions of the stamps at each side . 
An almost unbel ievab l e copy. 

The finest mint block known is a beaut i ful full o. g. block of 6 .  We believe 
the only other known nmrn•d blocks are the one which was formerly in the 
Arthur Hind Col ledio11 and one other block. There is a famous unused strip 
of four which was p u rc h a sed by J .  Murra�· Bartels in 1898 from a government 
employee who found thf' strip in  his father 's correspondence. This itrm is in 
superb condition and camr from the upper left corner of the sheet. It has large 
sh eet margins on the l eft and top and fine margins on the other two sides. lVIr. 
Bartels so l d this strip to Alrxander Holland for $125 which was considered a 
fine price at the time since the strip catalogued at $20 per stamp, or, as strips 
were figured in those days, 4 x $20 made $80 ! The item then went to the Suss
dorf col lect ion, thence to the Nassau Stamp Company and from them it went to 
.Joe Lozier . The Scott Company bought the Lozier col lection for $101 ,000 and 
Pventually so ld the strip to lVIr. Duckwall for a rrported price of $7,000. From 
Duckwall the strip went to W. H. Colson and we belie,·e i t  then went into the 
collection of A. H. Caspary that h a'S since bern sold at auction. 

In used items, one of the few used b l ocks was in th e Judge Emerson collec
tion, another is in the Knight collection at Brown University, whi l e in the recent 
" New York City Find, "  which was purchased by Norman Serphos, there was a 
block of 6. We understand that two horizonta l strips of 6 do or at least did 
exist on covers. The Ackerman collection had several strip8 of 3 and 4 on covers 
and had five strips of 5 .  0 .  J .  Obon of St . Paul had a nice strip of 5 at the 
time he sold his collection a few ,vears ago. One of the finest lOc '4 7 covers has 
a horizontal strip of 4, used from San Francisco to New York, dated Jan. 1 .  1 8 5 1 .  
This is a beautiful and unique item. 

Plgure 77. 'rh i s  is nn i l lustra t i o n  of one of t h e  n1 o!!lt <"el eb ruted l S47 <'ff�·ers. It n·ns sent 
from Waukega n ,  I l l i n o i s  to Canandaigua, N. Y., nnd is b l' n u t i f u l l y  t i l'd nnd cancelled w i t h  
a n  o tl d  n·i d e  "' p a e e  J(' r i d  i n  d ee1> red. ' f' h e  1•0 H i t i o n M  are 1 1 ,  1 2, 1 :.1, u n d  l 4L .  The co v e r  N o l d  

for ll! 2 1 7 :'i  i n  t h e  K m1 1>P s a le ,  b u t  It brought $72llO I n  t lt l'  C n >< p n r y  salP.  

P rem ier Students of th e Stam p  

The premier students of the lOc '47 were Dr. Carroll Chase and Elliott 
Perry . It is almost safe to say that they have contributed to other students, 
thru their writings and teachings , the big bulk of the facts known about this 
stamp. 
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William B .  Sprague was one o f  the early students o f  the lOc and h e  and 
Dr .  C h ase, working together,  made considerable progress in the plating of the 
stamp .  They were finall�· obliged to stop work on their proj ect due to the fact 
that  t he�· had examined all of the multiples ava ilable  to them, and because Dr.  
Chase went to France and joined the Fre1 1ch Army at the time of Worl d War T .  

The first really important article o n  this stamp was written b y  Dr.  Chase 
and apprared in " Th e  Ph ilate l i c  Gazette " in 1916 .  In view of the fact that Dr. 
Chasr was the real pioneer in this ver.v d ifficult field, where the material neces
san• to  a detai l ed  study is so l imited ,  the article was rerna1·kably accurate .  
Dr. Chase had not succeeded i n  completing the p l at ing of the lOc at the t ime he 
so l d  his  c ol lection i n  1 9 1 9  and he had,  up to this  t ime at least , the  opinion that 
the 5c and lOc stamps were printed from two p l ates of 1 00 subjects each . In 
view of the fact t h a t  Dr. C h ase was recognized as the peer of any man in the 
world in the art of plating stamps,  ( the evidence of this is his magnificent work 
on t he 3c 1 851 -1857  stamps ) ,  it is obvious that the reason he was unable to plate 
thr l Oc was due to the lack of material avai l able  to him. His erroneous conclu
sions regarding  the size of the plates of the 5c and lOc '4 7 's can be t raced directly 
to the fact that no " straddle pane " copies had been discovered at the time he was 
working on this stamp,  or, if they had been discovered they were unknown to 
him.  Tn the words of Elliott Perry, ' ' It is quite evident Dr. Chase reached his 
incorrect concl usions regarding the earlier plates either from lack of suitable 
materia l -which is p robable,-or from incorrect observation-which is improb
able.-or from attempting to reconci le  what the stamps revealed with the only 
statement which has come down to us regarding the p lates of the 1 847 stamps 
( Perry is  here referring  to  the affidavit of destruction of the plates ) and which 
his own study of the stamps forced him to admit did not tell the whole truth, 
even if it were partly true . ' '  

Dr .  Chase recognized that the proper requisites for plat ing· the  l Oc could be 
found on the stamps but ,  i n  his own words. as stated in  1 9 1 6 , he felt that " No 
man, even had he an unlimited purse, could possibl�· get together the requisite 
number of these pairs. strips and blocks of lOc ] 847 to do any extensivr plating. ' '  

Th e 1 Oc 1 847 is P lated by E l l iott Perry 

E l l iott Pern· did succeed in p l ating the  lOc '47 and we kno\\· of no greater 
compliment to  this feat than thr preceding statement t h at was made by Dr .  
C h a s r  somr seven years brfore the plating was accompl ished ! 

c. 

Figure 78. This fs n fine t-xa1n 1> l e  of n y e r t i c n l  1>a i r. S n e h  i t t"" 111s n rf.• r u u c h  sf.•a rt•er t h a n  
hori z o n t n l  tNti rs a n d  a r e  n h11ost h 1 '\· a t u n h l e  i n  1>l n t i n�·. T h e  ]Ut i r  1>i e t t1 rPd I s  011 n ..... , ...  r 

n nd UM s u e h  :Is ,-ery rnrt" n n d  111n ,· h e  u n i 4 1 U t• .  ( P h o ' o  b y  P t• :·ry ) .  

A rathrr unusual chain o f  circumstances led to  the plating- o f  this stamp by 
Prrry. The start of the story goes back to the negot iating by Perry for the 
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p urchasP of the A. K. McDaniel collection of the 5c and lOc '47 's by Senator 
Ackerman . Later, in 1 9 1 9 ,  Perry purchased the lOc '47 collect ion of Dr. Chase . 
Thru an agreement with Mr. Ackerman, Perry picked out and sold to him the 
items that fitted into the combined McDaniel-Ackerman lot . Mr. Ackerman 
desired to show some of his stamps at the International Exhibition in London 
in May. 1923 ,  so in  December, 1922, Perry went to E ngland to make the pre
l iminary arrangemen ts for the exhibit. The Ackerman collection of the 5c and 
l Oc 1 847 stamps was sPlected as the most suitable for this exhibit but , since the 
col lection con tained a great deal more than could be shown in the frames avail
able to Mr. Ackerman ,  it was necessary to rearrange the stamps wh ich were to 
be shown. 

$,I. I N T  LOU I S ,  to Pliti...A OHPH t A  · 

.+ Ju n e ,  1 /j S i. :!/ � 31 R 

F i gn rl• 7U. 'rl1e B i g  "Postoffl ce" Double Transfer. Probably t h e  fh1est knon·n �x:n1n 1tlf". ( Ex - Ne w b u 1·y  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  

·when Perr�· started t o  rearrange the lOc stamps. one of the first th ings 
that came to h is attention was the item that started him to attempt the plat ing 
of the stamp in spite of the fact that until this time he may have thought, as 
did Mr.  Cha,·e ,  that the plate could not be completely reconstructed due to lack 
of materia l .  The  item in quest ion was a ' ' straddle pane ' '  copy from the first 
stamp in  the right pane that !Ohowed the  complete gutter and the right frame of 
the stamp from the adjoining posit ion on the left pane. In other words, the 
stamp was R I  and the portion of the stamp showing beyond the gutter was IO L.  
This  was naturally an excit ing discovery as it offered proof that p revious theo
ries regarding the makeup of the p l ate were incorrect. From this discovery 
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item, which came from the McDaniel collection , and to which Mr. McDaniel had 
called his attention \Yithout realizing that it must connect the two panes, Perry 
soon deduced the fact t hat the plate must have consisted of t \YO panes of 100 
each . The idea that it might have been a p l ate consist ing of two panes of 50 
'm s immediately rej ected because he knew of the existence of a horizontal strip 
of 6 which of course practical ly el iminated any possibility of the panes consisting 
of 5 0  stamps. 

Perry had found some 125 distinct varieties in the Ackerman lot, about 50 
of which he was able to assign to definite plate positions, by the time he reached 
London with the exhibit. When he returned from England in June, 1923, he 
began to  solicit the cooperation of  other collectors and thru their fine response 
he obtained enough singles , pairs, strips , and other pieces so that he was 

31  R I. 
DOUaL( T lltA N S H lt.  

T H !  . ,OS T OFF I C E ." 
IGOTT'S " C "  

l"IA·11re 80 ( Left ) .  O n  tltis dran1· f 11 g  tlt i l"I  D o u b l e  'l'runsfer i s  s h o \l·n a s  S cott'H "G0 hut � I  
I s  n o n· c•n l l ed the " B "  D o u b l e  'l'rnnwfer. ( D ra ,v i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

l•"' i,.;·ure Sl ( Right ) .  'l' h t"  n·e l l -knon·n "Post O ffi ce'' S hift front JH•sition :ltR. 'l' h f s  i s  S <•ott•s 
D o u b l e  'rrunsfer "B". 

ewntua l ly able definitely to assign all of the 200 stamps to their correct positions 
011 the p l ate. This truly great accompl ishment, which takes so little time in  the 
tel l ing,  took thousands of hours of the most concentrated and skillful effort and 
w i l l  always stand as a philatel ic monument to the outstanding abil ity and energy 
of Elliott Perry. 

Perry 's study of the plating of the stamp was p ublished in the Collectors 
rl u b  Ph ilatelist in 1924, 1 925 , and 1!)26 and included illustrations and very de
tailed descriptions of each of the 200 posit ions .  These issues of the Collectors 
Club Philatelist are Yery scarce.  A complrte set is h ighly Yalued by specialists 
of this stamp.  The i llustrat ions of al l  200 posit ions of the stamp are »ery fin e . 
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Va rieties of th e 1 Oc 1 847 
The most important varieties known on the stamp are the various double 

transfers. The stamp is known with " Short transfer at top " and with a stitch 
watermark. Other varieties are " Vertical line thru second " F "  of " OF F I C E " 
( 68R ) , with " Stick Pin " in tie ( 52T_, ) ,  a11d with " harelip " ( 57L ) . We are 
priYi l eged to i llustrate most of these varieties. 

F igure 82 ( Lt•t"O . ( P h o t o  h �· • .\ s h b ro o k ) .  

F igure 83 ( R lght l .  ( Ph o t o  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

The above two i l lustrations serve to show the variety kno"·n a s  ' ' Short 
t ransfer at top ' '  which is found in various positions on the lOc p late. Some 
competent students believe that this is not a short transfer but bel ieve the re· 
sult to  be observed is due to burn ishing that was done at the time the plate  was 
made.  I believe it was clue to burnishing. 

F i g u re S.f ( L • ft ) .  'l'l1e " S t i c k t>ln ''11 r l ety." ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

F lgu rt' H:t ( IUght ) .  'l' h t'  " S t l t• k 11 l 11 vurlety." ( Ph o t o  b y  P e rr y ) .  
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F i J:,"11t·e Sii ( Lt" ft ) .  T h e "H11 reli1• v n ri e t y." ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) . 

FIJ:,"nrl' !S7 ( ll i J:," h t ) .  'l' h e  "Hn r e l i 1• vn r i et y. " ( Ph o t o  b ;· P e r r y ) .  

i 

FIJ:,"nre SS ( l. eft ) .  " L i n e  t h ru F variety." ( D r a w i n g  by A s h b r o o k ) .  

F i gure Sil ( R i gh t ) .  ''L i n e  thru F vnrl ety." ( Ph o t o  b y  Perry ) .  

T h e  variet ies shown i n  F igures 85/96 are not easy t o  see, s o  i n  a n  effort to 
show you how the stamps actually looked and then illustrate the variety so that 
it can be seen without difficulty, both drawings and photographs are used. 
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F l gurp 90 ( L eft ) .  A l t h ouJ1;h t h h •  t\np 1lruwlng b y  Ashb rook hns t h i s  1111 double tr11n11fer • 'B" i t  n o "· i s  <"n l l e d  "A'\ Potdtion lR 

Figure H J  ( R i ght ) .  Position l ll  sh •n,· inµ; the double t ra n s fe r J lsted b y  S cott as " A ." 
( Ph o t o  by A s h b r o o k ) .  

Figure D"..! ( L Pft ) .  Po,.ltlon �R with double trnnsfer I s  now l i sted, from 1>0>1ltlon lit. n11 
Double Tr11nl<fer "C," i n the U nited States S t u m p  Cntnl ogue. ( D r a w i n g  b y  Ash b r o o k ) .  

F lg11re 00 ( Right ) .  'l'hls A s hbrook drn w lng· l ists thh• n s  the "A'' Double Transfer but 
Seott n o w  llst1< t h i s  ,·n rlety, from po1d t lon 41R, ns t h e  "D" Double Trn nsfer. 
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l . J  
F igure 94 ( Le ft ) .  ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

Figure 95 ( Right ) .  ( Dr a w i n g  b y  A s h b rook ) .  

Figure !J6 ( L eft ) . ( D r a w i n g  by A s h b r o o k ) .  

F i gure 9'7 ( Right ) .  ( D r a w i n g  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

The nb o,·e Illustrations shff\V some o f  t h e  n1 ore pron1 i ne n t  errors o f  recutting. 
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Figure 98 .  Top fra nte J i n e  ex tended at l eft. PoK."lihly ca used b y  i n k  r u n  "·h e n  Mheet "·n,. 
rento-\·ed fro1n h_.u v l l y  inketl 1• l n t e .  'fh l s  i !'il  n n  i n kf nJ,t· ,·n rlety that is not ••onst:: n  � .  'rh e  

sta111 11 shon·n ht" r e  11l n  tes u s  !-l!!R 1 .  

" Knapp Sh ift" 

A long time ago a great man said, ' ' There are three sides to every question ; 
your side, the other fel l ow 's side, and the right side. " vVe are quite sure that 
all sides have been covered in the controversy, engaged in by some of the lead
i u µ: student.s of the period, which has been concerned with whether or not this 
shift is a normal and a genuine shift. Some students have questioned the 
val idity of the shift while others haw maintained that the most thorough 
scientific examination definitely proves the shift to be good in. every particular. 
In writi11 g this book, no portion of it has taken more of our t ime than has this. 
\Ve have written, changed, torn up, and then rewritten more pages on the Knapp 
item than the whole article on the 4 7 's contains .  

When we wrote about the Knapp Shift in o ur  earl ier writ ings we never had 
actually seen the stamp although we had excellent photos of it . Since that time 
we h ave twice owned a half interest in this remarkable stamp, once with Robt. A. 
Siegel and once with Wm. 0. Bilden .  We have had plenty of t ime to study it 
and have come to the conclusion that it is the most interesting single lOc '47 
in existence. It is not a normal double transfer, although it certainly appears 
to be, and it is not in any way a fake.  Were it not for the fact that it p lates 
perfectly with other copies from the same position of the plate, 23L, we would 
certainly be of the opinion that it was a normal double transfer. Now the que'>
tion becomes " what do we think it is � " . We believe it to be a most remarkable 
example of an offset from a slip sheet. Othrr opin ions follow-take your choice 
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there  o r  figure out a new solution ! Thus far there have been presented 
a n umber of d ist inct )�· <l ifferr>nt opinions regarding the K napp Shift : 

1-The opinion that this is a true " shift " is presented at considnable  l ength 
i n " Philat e l y  of Tomorrow, " publ ishr>cl by T h e  Phi late l ic Resr>arch Laboratories. 

As we understand it ,  those who c l ai m  the Knapp Shift is a genuine plate 
varir>ty state that it must have come from a very late state of the p l ate and t h at 
it came about in the followin g manner : When the p late was first made this 
particular posit ion was pa rtial ly ,  or improperly entered . This first entry is 
then supposed to haYe been covered with a smooth fi l m  of sol der and burnished 
off so that this portion of the plate was flat with the lines i n  the plate now filled 
with the sol der.  A new entry was then made and the p late put to use . It is  
then surmised that sometime in the very late use  of the plate  that  the solder in 
the l ines now shown i n  the Knapp Shift came out of the plate with the result 
that t he original entry shows up as a double transfer. Whether there i s any
thing to this theory and whether or not it is  the way the item c ame into existence 
has been the subj ect of a great deal of debate between numerous students. Ap
parently this is  about the only way the item could have come into existence as a 
genuine p late variety. We believe this theory w as first advanced as a p ossible 
solution to the Knapp p roblem by H orace W. Barr but whether or not Mr. Barr 
believes the Knapp stamp was p roduced i n  this manner is not known t o  us. 

2-H . R. Harmer, the well known E nglish dealer, examined the stamp and 
in his house organ " Harmer 's Stamp Hints, ' '  of September, 1941 ,  definitely 
declared this ' ' shift ' '  to be a fake made by ' ' painting. ' '  

Mr. H a rmer is not alon e in this opinion that the " shift " is a " painting " .  
·we have h a d  several good students, whose opinions we have always valued on 
stamps, tell us that they think it is a painting because they be l ieve that the lines 
of the shift do not exactly match the normal lines and that some l ines are too 
heavy while other lines they feel shoul d show do not show at all ! One of them 
recently wrote us to the effect that he h ad j ust seen a " painting " that was so 
clever that he believed that the faker could j ust as well  h ave p ainted the Knapp 
Shift. That may or may not h ave been true-some fakers are so good their work 
is a l most impossible to detect. One of the many stories th at used to be told about 
Sam Singer was that he was so good that he actually bought back some of his 
own repair j obs without knowing they wne repaired-and Sam was clever 
enough t o  fool 99 % of those who read these lines ! 

3-In issue No. 42 of " Pat Paragraphs, ' '  Elliott Perry states that this 
' ' shift ' '  is due to an accident of printing. We quote from Perry 's article : 

" There is reason to bel ieYe that when the American Bank Note Company was 
asked to examine the Knapp stamp they were not aware of a very important  fact 
viz . ,  they did not know about the other l O c 1 8 4 7 ' s which came from the same plate 
position and o n  which there is no  trace of  such duplication of  l ines  as appears o n  the 
Knapp stamp.  Had the American Bank Note C o .  experts clearly comprehended that 
fact I have not  the slightest doubt  their report would have stated that although the 
stamp was genuine ,  the " Shift" was caused by something other than a re-entry o n  
t h e  plate. 

Not long after that I was able to consult  some people whose b usiness it is  to know 
about such matters .  Nobody o u tside or inside the America!! Bank Note Co.  is likely 
to be better q u a l ified to render a rel iable opinion than are those whom I consulted .  
Knapp could have consulted them j u,st as easi ly  as I did.  They were given al l  the facts 
I had and examined my material .  When they s atisfied themselves that the s tamps 
without the " shift" were in al l  other respects identical with the Knapp stamp they 
told me the Knapp " shift" w as caused by an accident o f  printing which sometimes 
occurs when certain processes  are used in printing.  The resultant  impression is  s o  
well known that they even had a name for it .  They explained how this  freak im
pression occurs  and how i t  resembles  a print from a double  entry. I t  has the appear
ance of  an engraving and is l ikely to meet with al l  the tests by which a print from a 
l ine-engraved ( intaglio ) plate may be identified.  It may be such a perfect imitation 
of  a genuine shift that i f  no  normal copies existed which could be proven to come 
from the same plate position it would b e  accepted as a genuine re- entry without 
q u estion . "  
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ThP truth of the o ld Chinese saying ' ' One p i cturP 1s worth a thousand 
y,-0 1 cls " ean be put to thP tPst h p re for we now i l l mt r a t e  thr Knapp Sh ift and 
thP normal sta m p .  both of whieh eame from position 2 :3L 011 the same p l ate . 

P ii.:;ure DU. 'I' h h c  d ru n·ing ser"·es to .Hho"· the extrn l i 11e!l4 U J> Jt�uring 0 11 t h e  •'K11 a 1> 1• S h i ft.'"  
( D r a w i n g  by A s h b r o o k ) _  

Fl�nre 100 ( L eft ) .  llio.  :l:U, o n  the l Oc  plate. This I s  the same plate position a s  tlte stamp 
on n·h ich the " K n n 1> p S h i ft "  exi sts. S o  fur as h 1  k n o n· n  t o  us, n i l  c o p i es ,  n·fth t h e  single 
exee1> t i o 11 o f  the K n n t>P l t e111 , have the Mn1ne chnrn et erb c t l es u s  the copy shon·n here. 'r h e  
n·h i t e  cross l i n e s  shon· n  here n·ere o n  the negative a n d  n o t  on t h e  sta 1111>. '\Ve eontdder 
t h i s  poid t i o n  to be n n  i n ter....-s t i n �· one a n d  n· ouhl be v ery 1n uch i nterested h t  s e e i n� n n y  
c o p i e s  fron1 this posit-ion that shO'\\' nny "·n r i n t i o n  front t h e  nornu1 l .  Perry's nrtielt" i n  t h e  
J n nunry. U:·2H, Ccl l eetors Cht h  Ph l l n t t" l i s t  A'h'<" t h e  t• l a t i n g  1u :1 rks of t h i s  t•os it i on : t s  fol
lon·s : "The position dot I s  n long ovnl p l n cetl d l ngon.n l l y  b e t n·een t h e  upper nnd n1 i d d l e  
Hegnt·entH of the trlfollnte n n d  not touch i ng e i t h e r  segment. ( Perry i H  referri n g  t o  t.he 
l eft trifol l n t e  ornnn1ent n·hfeh Is betn·een the l eft fr1nn e l i n e  n n d  the center port i o n  of the 
w h i t e  o•- a l  that su rrounds t h e  portrn l t . )  T lt e  left h n l f  o f  the t o 11 f ra m e  I s  q u i t e  henvy 
but I t  tn pers off t o wnrd t h e  right and t lt e  lal4t 3 m m  nre noticeably weaker. The rl�ltt 
fra me n·ns pnrtl.u l l y  reeu t. I t  i s  a very thiu fine line for lOnun n t  i t s  upper end u n d  for 
3mm a t  Its l ower end. the section I n  between being decidedly stronger. The bottom f ra m e  
I s  straight and e v e n ,  but n o t  heavy. The l e f t  fra m e  •vas p a rt i a l l y  recut and Is chara cter-
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Jstie.  Connn encing a b r u p t l y  3nun from t h e  l on· •r end i t  i s  stron� n t• t o  t h e  l o n·er t o p  o f  

t h e  tr.ifo l i :1 t e ,  t h e n  broken. ntgged and t h i n  11p t o  0 11 1tosite t h e  op•' o f  ••PO S T , "  n·h i l e  t h e 

u p11er n n d  l o "·er ends n re e;u•h n 1lne continuouH l i n e .  •f1 Jt is ttos i t i o n  is i d t• n t i fied n· i t h o u t  

t ro u h l t" ,  h u t  i f  b o t h  t h e  riµ; h t  u n d  l eft frn1n e  J i nes n re n o t  co1u 1• h • t e  i t  111 n y  s t i l l  b e  i dt" n t i 
ti ed b y  n d o t  i n  the 1nidtl l e  o f t h e  "·b i t e  b o nier nt t h e  l e ft 41/!! nuu h t" l tn�· t h t"  t o 1• t rn 111 e." 

W h e n  o n e  t•ons ide1·s t h n t  Perry 1.:1 i 11stakingly d et e r 111 i n e d  t h e  ttl n t i n g  c h ;u·.:�cteristics f or 
:a l l  o f  fhP 200 1• o s i t i o n s  one ru n g n l n  a s l i gh t  i n s i � h t  i n t o  t h e  111 a ,.:; n i t u d t•  o f  Ha e t u sk he 

n et•o 1111t i i s l u·d i n  his tJ l a t i n g  o f  the Hh- 1 S47'. ( P h ot o  b y  P e r r y ) .  

Pi�·nre 101 ( H i A·ht ) .  T h i s  i s  n n  t" X (•el l e n t  phot o o f  t h t"  HK11 a 1> t> S h ift." '  H y  llH " a n s  o f  n filter 
111 0 s ;  o f t fu• µ; l' i d  e:: n c•e l l .a ! i o u (•:1 n e (• l l i ng· t h e  st;un 1> h u s b e e n  e l i 111 i n a t ed fron1 t h e tth o t o .  

( Ph o t o  b y  A s h b r o o k ) .  

F ib.,_.re 1 02 ( l .eft ) .  A re111 a r k u b l e  i n k  vnriety t h n t  h a s  so11 1 e  of t lu •  a 1> t t t":1 ra nee:-1 of n 
1lo u b l t•  t rn n."'lfer. ( P h o t o hy P e r r y ) .  

Fi�ure 102a ( IU J,th t ) .  A n o t h e r  f a l s e  ttl a t e  vnr iety. l\' u nu• ro u s  ex a n1 1t l t• :-1 o f  t h e s p  i n k i n A· 
or 1>r i n t i 11 g  ,·u r i P t i e s  ex i s t  a n d  a r (•  o f t e n  1u i st a k e 11  f o r  t ru t"  1> l ::te ,· a r i e t i t• s .  1 · s u a t l y  t h e  
l i n e s  a re b l u rred t o  a eo n s i d era b l e  e x t e nt a n d  t h u s  t h t" y  u s ua l l y  (•u n  th •fi n i h•Jy b e  

t� t"tc•r111 i ned l o  h t." f:d s 1• y :1 ri e t i e s .  ( P h o t o  b �· A s h b r o o k ) .  

Th e "Wheel ing  Grid" Cancel iation 
Anot h rr controversial point i n  regard to both the 5c  and the lOc '47 's is 

whether or not the  so-called " ' Wheeling Grid " actual ly is  a precancel or  whether 
it  merely i s  somt> sort of a control mark. This partic u l a r  cancellation was cer
ta in ly  app l i e d  before the stamp was p l a ct>d on the envel ope but the stamp was 
also cancelled with a furtht>r marking when the letter was mailed or dispatched. 

Quite a number of art icles have appeared in the phi latelic press, part icu
larly in the Ju l y , 1 9 4 1 ,  i ssue of Stamps, in \Yhich numerous students a rgued 
whether i t  was or was not a precancel .  The opinions are divided.  It is obvious 
that the cancellati o n ,  ( in the form of a gridiron struck in red in the center of a 
bl ock of four stamps in such a manner that one-quarter of t he grid showed on 
the corner of each stamp i n  the block ) effectively cancelled the stamp before it 
h ad actually been app l it>d to the envel ope .  In other words, as it  was obvi ously 
cancelled , this stamp certainly would not have been accepted for use in any city 
except Wheeling. In this sense of the word the stamp was effectively cancelled 
before it was applied to the letter so it  can be said that it was pre-cancelled. 
Regardless of the intention of the postmaster, the minute the grid was app lied 
the stamp was a cancelled stamp. We feel quite certain that th e  intention of 
the postmaster was that the grid was merely a control mark .  This control may 
have been applied with the idea that it would reduce the likelihood of theft of 
stamps from the postoffice or, in the event the stamps were stolen, the mark 
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woul d  haYe made them easier to trace. 1 f  this is the real reason the mark was 
appl ied it would seem that the Kans. and Nebr. surcharges represented, as far 
as this country is concerned, an old idea and not a new one as most collectors 
believe. Actually the idea itself is an old one that was used by Mexico as early 
as 1 8 5 6  with its district name overprints. It has been suggested that the real 
rPason that the stamps were so marked was that this mark was a sort of control 
over the mail that was deposited in the postoffice by box holders that had charge 
accounts with the postmaster. Tf so , these stamps were applied to the out-going 
mail of such parties and , at the time the mail was made ready to  leave the office, 
all letters bearing the stamps with this grid were chargPrl ,  or rechecked, against 
the accounts of the senders. 

l' 
' 
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F igure toa. H e re IH a fine exam p l e  of the 5c '4'7 wi t h  the "Wheellng Grid." 
W a l t e r  S.  F i s h e l l ) .  
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F i gure 104. T h e  'Vhee l i ng Grid. ( CourteM T  W a lter S. Fishe l ) .  
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We understand that all known copies of these ,<;tamps were c ancelled with 
a n  additional cancel a lthough such cancel lation was not actually n ecessary as 
the stamps were effectively cancelled with the grid .  We bel ieve that the  ' ' Wheel
ing Grid " was discovered by Dr.  Carroll Chase. T h ru 1 940 t h e  U.  S . Catalog 
listed these items as " Wh eeling P recancels. " In l!:J-!l the  item was d ropped 
from cata l og listing but i n  the currrnt catalog i t  is l isted a s  t h e  ' ' W h eeli ng 
Grid. ' '  

F i,:;ure l O J .  'l' h e  "'\.ht•el htA· G rhl" a s  i t  n p 11enrs on t•o,·er. 'l' he  <"�? n e e l l n t i o n  i n  the u 1»1u•r 
l e f t  t•orner o f  the stn1n 11 i s  the �a1u•e l l n t ! o n  in «1 u e s t i o11. 

Sh ades of the 1 Oc 1 847 

T his stamp is found in Bla ck, Gray B l ack,  and Grrenish B lack.  So far a'> 
is known, or a ppears reasonabl e to believe, all were printed from one plate of 
200 subjects.  So far as the Black and the Gray Black stamps are concerned, 
they may well  have been p rinted from absolute ly  identical ink as t h is range 
-0f shade can be easily obtained by merely varying t h e  amount of ink on the 
plate .  Prove this to yourself by the vrry simple experiment of drawin g a l ine 
of ink on a piece o f  p aper-smear the ink with you r  finger and note the differ
ence in  shades along various portio11 s of the line w hich is due entirely to t h e  
va riat ion in the amount of ink. 

Qua ntities of the 1 Oc 1 847 

The number o f  IOc actual l y  >:ol d by the postmast<->rs is not defin itely known 
but the most reliab l e  figures seem t o  indicate that about 865,000 of them reached 
the public.  It is known t h at about 8 9 1 ,000 of  them actually were issued t o  t h e  
postmasters but some w e r e  returned a n d  destroyed w h e n  t h e  1 8 5 1  i ssue wa,., 
made. In t h e  report of the P ostmaster General dated November 1 5 ,  1 8 5 1  we 
find " Directions . . .  for conti n uing a n d  burning such of the stamps as h ave H o t  
b e e n  issued t o  p ostmasters or have b e e n  returned . ' '  J t is  known that the con
tractors de l ivered 1 , 050,000 of these stamps to the Post Office Department au
t h orities. 
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A Croup of Especia l ly I nteresti ng  1 847 Covers 

Figure 100. 'l'hls Is nn exceed i ngly rnre cover. The Act of March 3, 1847 stuted "nnd 
n H  l etterH carried to or fro 1n Pnna1na H h u l l  pay n poNtnge o f  thirty cents".  I nfor1nntloo 
ghren u1 e by AMhbrook nbo11 t  this l'over ,,·as UK follo,vs : "Th-e hnndsta:nu p of the Panama 
firm E. & T. S erruyM & Cu. l n <l l cates that t h e  letter had been Ment to them by private 
ship or under se1>nrntt" cover for for"M·nrdfng. The eo,·er b ears t h e  rare n1 n rk l ng, i n  red , 
"Pun & San. F rn n .  S. S." T h i s  n1 arkin.g \VR8 t h e  abbreviation of "Pn na111n :u1d S a u  
Fra n ci sco Steam S h ip" a n d  wa" npplled aboard s h i p  b y  t h e  l: . S .  l'llall  Agent. I n  a l l  
probability t h i s  letter w a s  dropped oft' at t h e  Mexican port o f  Muzatlan s o m e  :noo m lles 
fro111 Pn n n 1nn, sent back 140 nt lleH to Snn BlnM and then to T e 1•lc "·l1 ich "·as 25 n1 iles 

from S n n  Bl m<. ( As h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  

Figure 107. 'l'h l s  cover I s  n o t  onJ y Interes t i ng because i t  l s  n nice example of the "Paid 
to the L ines" but for tn·o other reasons. 'r he use of the N e'v Y o rk round grid is unusual 
o n  n lS-17 stun1 p  nnd the stn 01 p  i� n fl ue example of tile so-ca l l ed " S hort transfer" at 

the top of the stam p, (Ashbrook photo ) .  
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Figure 108. A fine use of 1 S47 stu m11s to England. The 11nl r  o f  lOc a nd t h e  s i ngle t>c 
reprf"s Pnted a l e  o,·erpny of the 24e rate fro1n M o b i l e ,  A l n b a 111a to England. T h i s  co"·er 
n·us sold in n H n rtn er, R o o k e  H n l e  in London in 194(;, a g a i n  by Rob Mon L o n·e in London 

i n  1955 a n d  o nce 1u ort1' b y  Her1n n 11 H e rst,  Jr.,  l a  his s a l e  o l'  J un e ,  1 :; :-.:>.  

Figure lOU.  'l' h i s  i s  a n  ext re111 e l y  valuable a n d  i n t e resting <"O\.'t•r used during the 
•'Ret n l i :1 t o ry•• 1• eriod. T h e  CO'\.· er n·t-"i�·hed over l/:: ou1u•t .. b u t  l ess t h a n  1 ounce henc� 
i t  took the double rate 5c 1>h1s 24-t� for n tota l  of 5Sc. A t n·o cent o\.·er1u1 y b u t  t h a t  "·a s  tlff close u s  t h e  sender cou l d  co111 e n·i t h  only 5 c  a n d  l O e  s t n 111ps n\.· a i l a b l e .  ( A s h b r o o k  

p h o t o ) '  
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F igure 1 1 0. 1817' CO'\·erH t o  G t•rn1 n 11y are jiwnr t•.e. 'l,his co,·er n· as routed ,·i n  the Cunard 
Hri .. i s h  !\l a i l  S tea 111 sh i t> 0 A s i a "  t o  Engl a n d  n nd then ,,·as eu rrit"d to the Gern1n n  Frontier 
n·i t h  a elut rA·e t o  Pruss i a .  b y  En,J.t'l and. o f  one s h i l ling. four 1>encl"'. T h e  U .  S .  eharge o n  
this l etter n·:.s 1u1 i d  b y  t h e  M t n n 1 p  "·)1 i cl1 re1>resented ,,· h u t  i s  con1 111 o n l y  eul l e d  t h e  

" S h ort> to S h l 11 .. r a f t' .  ( A s h  brook p h o t o ) .  

l� i g11 re 1 1 1 .  '11 ht" rie '41 1u1 i d  the U .  S .  1>ostnge to t h e  s h i t• o n l y  o n  this tlne eo,·er to 
H o l land. The covt"r n·ent front P h i hul l"' l 1>hln to B o ston, then to Lt-,·erpool, a cross the 
Chn nnel to 0Htende n n d  o n  t o  A m s t e rd n m .  T h e  British eo l l N•ted 1 s h i l l i n g  nnd 4 pence 
front t h e  D u tch for ca rrying the l e t t e r  front Boston t o  the Dutch frontier. ( As h b r o o k  

ph o t o ) . 
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F igure 1 12. T h i !'!I  fine co'\·er to Belglu1n crossed t h e  Athu1t i c  on t h e  \\·ell-knon· n  S t enn1er 
offtbe-ruin".  The lOe rat e  i M  eorrect sinee this cover n·ns 111 n i l ed before the Retal iatory 

Rute went Into eft'eet I n  June, 1 848 .  ( A s h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  

l<' lgure 1 13. It w i l l  b e  noted t h a t  t h i s  cover from Clevelnnd, O h i o  t ravelled over 300 
1n i l E's in t h e  U. S. for only :ie. '11h e  reason thnt this did n o t  rec1uire lOc n·as t.he 0 S h o re 
to S h i p" rate n·n s  only :Sc front n i l  ureas except Cal iforni a  and Ort"�·on. 'rite eovel' u·ent 

to Frnnee und I s  of course a deslrenble und scnrce Item. ( As h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  
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P i µ;ure 1 1 4. 'rl1 i s  i s  u fi ne 0Puid t o  t h e  Lines''  l•ff\·er n· i t h  :.: !"le '4T' stu n111s being .n 1> 1> l i t" d  ot 
Quebec n·i t b  t h e  Cunntlinu postu�·e being 1>nid i n  cash. 'Ve did not a t  this titu e  have 
n 11ostnl trt"nty n·ith Canada under "·hich letters could be 1>re u n i d  f ro111 one t•ountry 
to the other so so111 e indh• i flunls and firnts i n  Cnnndu ke1>t sonte U .  S. stnt )> S  on h n n d  for 

t h i s  type of use. ( A s h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  

F igure 1 1 5. T h i s  cover n·ns sent 11ri o r  t o  the U .  S .  n n d  Canadian Postage A.gree11H"Ht tltnt 
went Into effect on A 11rll  6, l S:il .  The sender pnld the Cnnndinn postage "Pd t o  l i ne"" 
I n  ensh, ( 4 'h penee ) ,  nnd put on n pair of l>c '47's to pre1my the I: . S. 110stnge. · The 
l etter ori�·� n:ltt•tl n t  S t. Cntherines, t: 1>1>er Canada, a n d  n·ns <l" x ehnn�ed ut L en·iston, � .  l' . 
on Feb. 1 3 ,  lS.'iO, one dny after It wns placed In the mall  at S t .  Cntherlnes. It t lwn wnH 
forwa rded to Professor J .  B .  •rurner n t  Illinois College despite the fnet that no town wns 
des: r;;nnted. I l l 1 1Jois College n·n.s then. nnd i s  n o n·. located i n  Jnf"kson,·ille,  Illinoh1. 

< As h b r o o k  p h o t o ) .  
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Fi�·ure 116. A folded letter d:ttetl n t  Nen· Orleans, Dece111ber, 1 S4S n·i t h  n faint posttn a rk ,  
of Jlobi l e ,  Alnbn111n. T h i s  eo\'er ·wns i n  t l a e  H .  R. H n rrner, l � t d .  S u l e  i n  London o n  D e c .  
H. Hl54 a n d  ,,·us tlescribed us "caneel led i n  Ornn�·e and U JJJUtrently just t i ed". �lob i � e  
d i d  u s ?  Ornn1:;e i n k  in 1 �4�.. T h i s t' (n· er tt� S l'o t l n n d  re1>resents :1 r.n·t" u s e  under t h e  

"ltetallntory Rah-''. ( P h o t o  b )· A s h  b r o o k ) .  

F i �·ure 1 17.  'l' h i s  cover to Belg·h1n1 beuring· 35c i n  1847 stant tJS is  of considernb!e i nterest 
to ndvnnt•ed students.  A t  first glance the rate seents t o  be hnJJOss i b l e  but Ashbrook 
Mo: \'t"4:1 i t  ns f o l l o n•s ; The Jetter ca1n e fro nt Chnrll"ston to B oston, ''i n  N e n· Yor·k.  It  n·ns 
eurrietl out of the 111 a i f s  to �t"\Y York. there c•HH•ell <-•d n·i t h  t h e  s<1uure N e·n' York re· I 
grld nnd sent to Boston a n d  on to E nglund. lOc re1tres.ent e<l t h e  1>ostage fron1 Charles
ton to Boston. 24c n·us due for Sen Postage under t h e  184-8 Retnl iatory Rat e  thnt.  u n d e r  
a n  Act of Congress. requirl"d t h a t  on tnn i l  to E n g l a n d .  or on n1n i l  to a n y  foreiJ,:.·n <"ountrie.s, 
trnnsntitted tltru England. t here n·ns to b e  chnrge«l .  in addition to tlu .. r. S. Don1 est-ic rate, 
n s en postage of 24c )ter l/2 ounce. regard less of n·hether the l etter n·n� <•nrried b y  :t n 
Anu"'ricnn, a Rritish.  or a n y  foreign p;u•ket. T h i s ,  n·i t h  t h e  1 0c do1nestic rate nccount8 
for 34e and t h e  extra l e  n·n s  s i n1 1t l y  a n  O' \'erpny since t h ere \\·ere cont b i n n t i o n  of 1R4-7 

stamps that could 111 u k e  the exact 34c rate. 
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• 

Figure 1 1 8. This is n 1>roof of t h e  enrlieHt k no·wn U !'il t"  of t h e  10<- 1847, post1nnrked :.t 
Nen· York on July 9th .  T h e  l etter "'RS dated Ne'\v York, July S, lS-47 and it "·as sign.ed 
by H .  H .  Sehieffelln & Co. that ,,·ns n ,,·ell-kno'ft'll fl r 111 of the t hne. This eove-r i s  in 

the C. C. Hart collect i o n .  ( A s h b r o o k  p h o t o ) . 
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1 Oc 1 847 Bisects 

While n o  official p rovis i o n  was macle for the b i sect i ng of  s t a m ps ,  a p p a ren t ly 
such use was tolerated by certai 1 1  postmasters.  T h e  earliest known use of a 
bi�ect of this  stamp was on May 1 3 ,  1 84 8 .  This i t e m  fornwrly w as in t h e  ·water
house col lect i o n .  The biseds a re known i n  t hese var io us forms : wrtical h a l f  
nsed a s  5c on cover.  diw;ona l l� a lf nsrcl  a s  5c on c o wr . a n d  horizontal  half useu 
as 5c  on cowr. I t  is obvious that any b isect , to be of Yalne,  must be on coYer. 
The fi rst such known example of  tht> horizonta l  ha l f  bisect is i n  the M i l l e r  Col
l ect i o n  in the ::\ew York P u b l i c  L i brary.  It  g oe ;  w i t h o u t  sa �· ing that b iseets 
shoul d only be p u r <: h ased from a n  expnt a 1 1 u  re l ia b l e  party .  T h e  tem ptat ion to 
produce such items is  too 1>trong for . -:ome peoplP t o  resist and it i s  obvious t h a t  
i t  requires but l i tt l e in  the w a y  of  mate r ials  t o  m a ke a c o v e r  t h a t  looks abs::: l n t ely 
genuine t o  the u n init iated . 

• �-

.-

,, 

F iJ�;urt" l lU. .A "· e l l - n u t he 11 t i c:1t e d  l• i s ect on eo,·er. This is n b eautiful exa 1111>le of ·� h ! s  
sca ree ,·n riety.  

In an interesting article that appeared i n ill ck eel 's Weekly o n  December 1 5 ,  
1930,  L .  M. Rellin ( l\I .  L .  Miller ?) offers a series of tests  that  s hould be applied 
to a bisect .  Now we recognize full  well that few of us are called on t o  check a 
1 0c '47 bisect but the methods cl iscus�ecl are of interest an d can be applied to 
items other than the one in  question. I n  the lig·ht of present  clay knowledge, it 
should be understood that mode rn scientific instruments are of t remendous value 
in difficult cases. Such instruments are al mo�t never immediately available up
on the discovery or offering of such a n  it em so the application of  good common 
sense ,  such as is  offered in the art icle from which we now quote , i s  of real value.  

" Rate-By a n  Act of Congre.�s passed in 1 845,  and continuing t h r u  the life 
of  the 1847 Issue, 5c  was the sin gle l etter rate for a l l d i stances not in exeess 
of three hundred m i l es. T h us we have the l imitations within which a b isected 
l Oc sta m p  could be used . .  so t h at the fi rst i nspect i o n  of the i tem should be as to 
the d istance covered and t h e  weight or  number of sheets i n  the letter.  

Cover .-As envelopes were not  generally used unti l  the middle 5 0 ' s ,  fo lded 
letter sheets  o f  various  manufacture were in general use .  I n  the course of  handling 
and d u ra tion of  time,  these Jetter sheets or  covers wil l  ag-e,  so that the application 
of n ew markings will have a tendency to penetrate or  permeate the paper in greater 
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degree than originally applie d ,  and the i mpressions will  likely show differently on 
the reverse side of  the letter sheet.  The n ext step is  to determine whether a whole 
l O c  stamp has been genuinely used for the full  value and thereafter half  o f  it  c u t  
off. In that event how does that part of the folded letter which would be covered 
if we hypothetically extend the outlines of the whole stamp compare with the rest 
of  the face of  the cover ? If part of the stamp had been cut off then the cover 
would sho'w there a lighter or  different shade not having been exposed to the l ight 
and handling.  

Traces of  g u m  may also be  discernible .  I f  it was too obvious ,  care should be  
taken in examining that  s pace and ascertain whether an attempt to s m udge has  not 
been m a d e  or whether the surrounding part of  the cover had not  been cleaned with 
an eraser. Furthermore,  close inspection thro :igh a strong glass would disclose 
any abrasions or tampering with the paper.  The second manner o f  falsification is  
the app lication of  a spl i t  stamp on a fine  and selected stampless cover , so m any o f  
which c a n  be secured.  To check that,  a corner of t h e  bisect should be carefully 
lifted , in order to compare the shade,  color ,  and condition of the paper undern 2ath 
with the rest  of  the cover.  

C a ncellation .-The postal  markings are an imp ortant guide in determining the 
genuine item ; firstly ,  they enable you to ascert:i.in the d a te of use and so whether 
it fal ls  within the proper peri o d .  and secondly,  whether the " tying on " cancell ation 
really ties .  Having satisfied o cir: elves as to the correctness  of the date and for 
verification we read the letter inside ,  we then examine the cover to see how the inks 
of the  postal m arkings compare with one a nother.  as  it was seldom that the post
ma£ter  would use one ink pad for one cancellation and another pad for the others.  
Bo:  Lon and Baltimore used two colors .  o n •.3 for the postm :i r k s  a n d  the other for can
cellations.  Al lowance , however,  should be made in  that the  thin letters , dates an d 
lines of the town cancellor would not leave an impression as deep and strong as that 
of the obliterator with the greater inked surfaces of its  bars and grids.  

Now as to the tying on .  we wil l  sometime·s find that the deceiver will  over
reach himself in his  attempted skill  by applying the spurious a d d ition to complete 
the cancellation smack u p  against the cut  part of  the stamp.  He does not realize 
that the canceller is not made of  absorbent cotton and thus will  not reach every 
crevice, but  on the contrary the ordinary canceller will  u sually allow a narrow 
unstamped white space on the cover immediately adjacent to the edge of the stamp 
as its inked s urfaces bridge the higher level of  the stamp and the lower level of  
the  cover. 

B isection .-The final factor is the m anner of splitting the stam p .  It is obvious 
that i f  genuinely used the c u t  will  appear to be equally aged on all sides.  I f  it 
was lately cut  the freshness would  be indicative o f  its falseness.  At times an 
attempt may be made to hide that by pressing down on the edge with some metal 
instrument or smooth glass , but a close scrutiny will  reveal an added gloss on the 
stamp and slight depression in the cover.  A strong glass will  finally disclose any 
tapering down the edge of the s tamp,  which will  not be apparent at the other e dges , 
or any other tampering with it or the cover.  

Registration of  known covers .-The danger of forgeries could be  m aterially 
lessened and perhaps non-existent if  some reco;·d is made of the various items 
reposing in the collections.-A simple  registry would suffice giving the distinguish
ing featu re·s of  the items so that ownership could  readily p ass .  Such copies so  
registered would  surely  enhance in value by that  means  alone as wil l  b e  noted 
in the auction sales  when the lot i s  descriued " ex-Ferrar i ,  ex-Worthington , etc . "  

T h e  bisects of t he  1 8-!7 Issue are o f  i nterest from more than o n e  stand
point and we will  give here a listing of these items as furnish e d  us by M. L.  
Miller, t h e  recognized authori ty on U. S. bisects. l\Ir. Miller was assisted b y  
Clarence Brazer.  E l l iott Perry, and various o t h e r  students i n  obtain ing t h e  
i nformatio n  made ava i l able here and \Yhile this i s  the most comprehensive in
formation now avail able to  t h e  a ut h o r  it is not c l aimed that it is  100% complete. 

Cover No. 1 :  Lower horizon tal half of 1 0  cent 18-!7 t ied over all four sides 
with blue circular postmark o f  " Baltimore, l\Id. J une 1 1 " ( 18 5 1 ) t o  upper right 
corner of a blue co,·er addressed to " J  no B .  Brooke,  E sq.  C .  I-I . ' '  ( County 
Clerk Court H ouse ) " Up l\Iarebo " ( l 'ppe1· .'.\I a rlboro , Prince Georges County , 

Md. ) .  Another simil ar postmark a ppears in the upper left corner.  T h is cover,  
and the five that follow, ( C oYers 1 -6 ) ,  are in the :\Iil ler Collection in the New 
York Public L ibrary . 

Cover No. 2 :  Lower right diagonal half of 1 0  cent 1847 t ied over the cut 
and bottom sides with circular blue grid to upper left center of a small wh ite 
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embossed border envelope addressed to  ' ' Miss N. Dun lap , Care of R. S .  F ield , 
E sq . , P rinceton , N. Jersey . " On the right center is the blue circular p ostmark 
" Philadelphia, P a. Jun :30 " ( 1 8 5 1 ) and a blue numeral " 5 . "  Under the stam p 
and partly showing on three sides is the red ' ' PAID ' '  hand stamp . The de
scription sta tes the sta m p  was eYident ly affixed by the Postmaster after stamp
ing the Paid. There a re also 2 other covers with sim ila r handst amp and ad
dresses dated June 25  and 28 ,  and one with a 3 cent 1 8 5 1  dated Jul.  9 but 
with out a blue 5 or any PA I D  but a d d ressed t o  same person at \Vi lkesba rre , Pa. 
All from the sa me correspondence on the same kind of envelope . 

C over No. 3 :  L eft vertical half of 1 0 cent 1 847 tied over the cut a n d  left 
side to extreme l eft ( less than 1/ 1 6  inch ) upper side of a b lue cover addressed 
to " Miss Julia C .  1\oyes, New Canaa n " ( Conn. ) .  I n  lowrr left corne r  is the 
red circular postmark ' ' New H aven Ct. 1 3  Mar. ' '  

Cover No.  4 :  Lrnver left diagona l  h a lf of 1 0  eent 1847 showing the full U 
with manuscript " I llegal :\. G . " written in upper righ t corner of cover partly 
upon the stamp which is  tied t hereby. Blue cover is addressed to  ' ' Nath an S.  
White, E sq . ,  Char l estown , Jefferson Co. ,  Va . , " and near upper left corner is 
the red postmark " P O T Ol\IA C  ST EAMBOAT O C T .  30 . " �ear the stamp is 
al.o;;o the red numrra l 5. 

Cover No. 5 : Cpper righ t diagona1 ha1f of 1 0  cent 1847 cut so as to include 
the ' '  X ' '  and omit t h e  ' '  {J,  ' '  l igh tly tied over t h e  cut in the lower right center 
of a blue cover add ressed to ' ' l\Iiss �ancy H olmes , ;\fashua, �. H. ' ' In the 
upper left corner is the blue circular postmark " Northern H. .  R. May 14 " 
( 1 849 ) . The descript ion says from North Chelmsford, Mass. 

C over No.  6 :  Righ t 1 · crfical h alf of 10 cent 1847 tied over the cut and righ t 
edge with red square diagona l grid to the u pper left corner of the upper h al f  
( perhaps other h alf folded under ) o f  a blue covrr addressed to " l\fe.�s.  Corc oran 
& Riggs . " I n  upper l 'ight corner is red circular postmark " K ew York Nov. 
30 " applied twice .  A bow th e stamp in mss .  is wr itten " Pa id . " 

C'owr Xo .  7 :  ['ppcr righ t diagona l  half of 1 0  cent 1 841 \vi t h  6mm ; ;heet 
margin at right a nd good margin at top,  used a s  5c,  t ied ovrr the cut with blue 
grid on an entire small wh itt> t>n vel opt> a ddrt>ssed t o " ::\I iss ::\Iary St i l ph in , l\Ian
chester , N. H . " To left  of .-.;tamp i -;  t h e b l ue carrier postnrn rk " Con cord , K H . 
.Aug. 3 1  ( 1 850 ) . "  

Cover Xo.  8 :  Cpper righ t diagonal lt a1f of 10 cent 18±7 .  the b isect including 
the " T S " of " C ents " a n d  the " S'l' " of " P ost. " t ied "·ith a eircular blue �r id 
over the  cut and right s i de of th e upper right eorner of entire wh ite envelope, 
addressed t o  " Mi> s .'.\Iary Sti lphin . .'.\Ia n c h ester , :\. I-1. "  I n  t h e  upper  eenter is 
a blue " Pa i d " a lmost obl iterated with a blue circul ar  gr id a n d  near the stamp 
a nothe r  blue c ircular grid practi cally oblite rates a l a rge blue figure " 5 . "  Post
marked " C oncord, N. H. Oct .  12 ( 1 8 50 ) " in blue.  

C over No.  9 :  l 'pper righ t diagon al  h alf of 1 0  e r 1 1 t  1 847,  t i ed with blue " 5 "  
in circle  t o  the  coYer. Postma rked and addressed a s  Cover No .  8 except used 
on Sept . 14th .  

Cover No.  1 0 : L o w e r  left diagonal of 1 0  cent 1847 ,  addressed and used as 
C overs 8 a nd 9 except postm arked O ct 22nd . T h e  sta mp is so eut that it ean 
be described as being somewhat like a horizo n t a l  half  bisect as the cut is  ,-.;ome
thing between a diago nal a nd horizontal cut . 

Cover No.  1 1 : Lower left h ori"zontal ,  used as above on Sept . 20,  1 8 50 . 
CoYer �o.  1 2 : L ow e r  feft (l1:ayo11al pen eance l led with Yarious strokes a s  if 

the p ostmaster wa s drawing geometrical figure . u�:ed from Bal l ard Vale , Ms. 
March 13, 1 8 5 1  and a d d ressed t o  l\Ianch ester , N .  H .  

Cover N o .  1 3 : Diagon al half of 1 0  cent 1847,  p e n  ea neel led a n d  used from 
Ballard Vale, Ms . .'.\la rch 3 ,  1 8 5 1 .  .Addressed to " Miss l\I a ry St i lph en , 1 0  Man 
chester Corporation , l\Ianchester , N. H .  ' '  Stamp tied t o small wh ite envelope 
with 4 pen marks and the town name,  Ballard Vale , is written in m an usc ript . 
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Cover No. 14 : Upper left diagon al h alf o f  10 cent 1 847 t ied w i t h  a blue 
grid t o  cover from " Concord ,  N .  H .  Feb _ _ _ _  

, , 
( 1 8 5 1 ) and adclre.�sed to " \Var-

ner, N .  H . " 

Cover No. 1 5 : Lower left dia.gon al h a lf of 1 0  cent 1 847 tied over a ll sides 
with 3 pen strokes in each of 2 erossed d irec t i o ns . Cowr addressed to ' ' Miss 
.Mary Sti lphen , Lower Bartlen , :\'. II . "  and ma i l ed from Ba l lard Va le, .Ms .  on 
April 7,  1 8 5 1 .  

Cover N o .  1 6 : ['ppc r rig h t  d iagonal  h alf o f  10 cent 1847 m:ed as 5c in  u p 
pe r right corner o f  t he usual b u ff  enwlope.  pen cance l l ed in black a n d  post
marked in th e lower l eft corner with an i l l egible reel p ostmark. A d d ressed to 
Mrs . R. W. Swift,  North Fairhaven, Mass. 

Cover No. 1 7 : l' pper left (hagonal ha lf of 1 0  eent 1 84 7, i n  t h e upper right 
corner of a folded wh i t e  letter sheet, tied owr the cut an d left side with a 
small c ircular green grid t o  the  l eft of which is a green ' ' PAID. ' '  In the upper 
left corner is the green circular postma rk " l\Iinera l Po i n t , \V is.  T 2 1  MA " 
( 1 8 5 1 ) . T h e  cowr i:> ad dressed to " Hon . Wm. A .  Rilnston, ::\fa dison, \V i seon 
sin. ' '  

No.  1 8  ( Piece ) : /, o wer righ t diaymwl h alf of 10 eent  1 847 used 0 1 1  a p iece 
measuring 39x44mm. T ied -...vi th a red grid and ' ' ra id ' '  i1 1Hl on the p iece i'> 
" Providence 5 cts " i n red i n  c ircl e . Stamp cut at bottom. 

Cover No. 19 : Lower ri:gh t  diagona.l h alf c f  lOc 1 847.  ap p l ied ill\'ertPcl with 
th e cut vertical ly a nd t ied over the cut . bottom and righ t s i des with two bla �k 
pen c ross cancell ations.  The stamp is in the left upper ee;1 t ra l p o rtion of 3 
white letter sheet . In the center of th e l e ft en d of t h e  cowr is t !: e  blue circular 
cancellation " La k e  Champlain S. B .  No. 2 "  and in the npprr ri gh t c o rn e r  L'i 
the blue numeral " 5 "  and t o  t h e  l eft of tha t t h P  blue " PA I D . " Th e coYer is 
addressed to "Wm. H .  Sta rr , Esq.  Bnkman St . . :\'ew York . " 

C over No. 20 : Lower left diagonal h a.lf of 10 rent 1 847 .  on cover from B os
ton to New York .  This  cover i s  questionable .  

�o. 21 ( P iece ) : Righ t rcrti«al  h alf o f  ] () ePnt 1 8-17 postmarked " P ort�
month , N. II .  Jan. 1 2 . ' '  and on a small portion of con•r.  

Cover No. 22 : Rig h t  v e r t ical  h alf of 1 0  er 1 1 t 18-17. wit I i  a l a rge p ' e l'e of  the 
sh eet margin at the righ t an d  t ied over b ot h the cut a n d  t he riQ ht s ide with �l 
red d iagon al grid .  The cover has  a bl ue ' ' P a i d ' '  and i :; add re ;sed to ' '  :'.\Ie -;sr.';. 
Pa rker & Bu rrell , A ttys. Lockp o rt . " T h e  eover bears a cirenlar red " :\'ew 
York May 1 8 " ( 1 848 ) and a blue " due 5 . " 

No. 23 ( P iece ) : r pper left dia g o n al h a lf of 1 0  el'nt 184 7 OJI a piece of a 
cowr. The stamp is cancelled with the hi nr Boston town eancellation right 
OYer the bisection . 

C over :'.\To. 24 : R igh t l' C 1' f i('a /  h alf of 10 cent 1 847 app l i e :l wrtically in the 
upper central portion of thr l'OYer wh ich i s  a ddre«·secl t o  ' '  ,J . B. C ongdon . Esq.  
C a -· h i rr .  New Bedford . " In thr lower left hand corner in man uscript is " Paid 
5. ' ' The cover was mai led from New Hawn to Xe\\' Bedford . 

CO\·er No. 25 : Loiver riyh t di.agonal h a.l. f  of 10 cr,nt  1 847 p l i! eed in t h r' l ower 
l rft eo rn er of cowr and t ird w i t h  th r usual �ew Y o rk red d iamo n d  cancr l l ation. 
Dated .J un e 2 3 ,  18f>l and a cl d re,srd t o  " Robrrt Blair. Surrogate of T ro,'1" ,  X 
York. " 

No. 26 ( Piece ) : Righ t rertical h alf of 1 0  cent 1847 cut sl ight ! ;- 0 1 1  the  di
agonal and shows part of the " F "  at the top a nd full " rents " at the bottom 
t ied over the cut a nd the right side to a p iece of blue coYer about 1 % inches 
sq uare. 

No.  27 ( P iece ) : Lower right d iayonal of 10 crnt 1 847 on p iece of cover 
with a red grid cancellation covering the stamp.  Al th ough t h i s  item came from 
the same origin as :;-.Jo. 26 listed above.  its ant hent i cit,'I' h a s  been seriously que.'i
t i oned. 
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Cover No. 28 : Uppe r righ t diagonal h a lf of 1 0  t:ent 1 847 on face of  cover .  
Sent from New Haven,  C t .  to  i\ew York C ity and has  red grid can cel! at ion 011 
the stamp which covers the cut edge.  

Cover No.  29 : R igh t uertiraf h alf of 1 0  ePnt 1 8-1-7 on a cover mailed from 
Hartford, Ct . to );ew York, t it>d  o\·er  the t:ut with a small greenish black 
circu l a r  grid to  the sta m p  w h i ch is i1 1  the upper l' ight  comer of the blue cover.  
C over h as magenta c ircul a r  postmark " H ar tford , Ct .  .J ! J N  28 " ( 1 8 5 1 ) .  0 11 the 
cover is the manuscript notation ' ' paid e h  545 ' ' which indicates that the Post
m aster applied the b isected stamp and t:h arged it  to the sender 's account by 
number as in t h e  days before stamps.  Cover is addressed to ' '  D .  ,J. Ken n edy 
Esq.  1\'ew York " and was ma i l e d  by C .  H. Brainard of H artford. 

Cowr �o. 30 : f, eft ver tical h alf of lO cent 1 847 on a eover m ailed from 
'.'<ew York t o Carbon d a l e .  P a .  Pf'stmarks and d i amon d grid cancel lat ions .•t l 'e 
in red and there is a manuscript " Paid " on the cover. 

Cowr No. ;n : Cpper l eft diayonal  h alf of 10 tent 1 8-1-7 on a buff envelope 
mailed from New York to  Con nect icut .  

Cowr �o.  :12 : L o u·er  rirtllf d iaw nal h a lf of 10 cen t  1847 used from Ben
n i n gton.  Vt.  on J u l y  1 5 . 1 8 5 0  on a covrr mai led t o  another town in Vermont. 

Cover No. 33 : L eft 1 · ert ica l h a lf of lO < : e ! l t  1 8-1-7 used from Dodgeville,  Wi..,.  
September 3,  1 849 t o  another \Visco nsin town.  Green postma rks, w h ile the 
stamp is  pen c ancel led .  The cover i s  struck with a ' ' Paid ' ' and a numeral .  

Cover N o .  34 : Righ t vert ical half of lO e e n t .  t ied o v e r  t h e  cut, botto111 
and right side with doub l e  impressions of a circular red !2'rid t o  a small blue 
cover. On the cover is a red circu l a r  postmark ' ' \few I-Iaven , Ct.  28 ,J rJN ' '  
( 1 8 5 1 ) a n d  a manuscript " Pa i d " between t h e  postmark and the Ktamp . The 

cover is  addressed to  " Re\'. Isaa c P .  Langworthy, Chel sea. :\lass. " 
No. 85 ( Piece ) : An item former!�· in the  Arthur Hind coll ection but in

formation regarding it  is  not c urrently available .  
Co\'er No.  36 : L ower left diagonal h alf of 1 0  cent 1 847 applied inverted in 

the upper right corner of a blue cover addressed to " Mr.  Albert  F ield , Taun
ton,  Mass. " Tied with a red grid t o  coyer.  On the l eft end of the cover is the 
postmark " T T .  S .  Express Mail N. York N .  Y. Jun 5 . " 

Cowr No. 37 : Riyht v e rtical h a lf of 1 0  cent 1847 on a b lue envelope ad
d rrssed to " Henry Vose Esq . .  Attorney , Springfield,  Mass. " Stamp tied to 
< ·m·er with a red grid O\'er the  cut . I n  the  lower right corner is a circu lar  red 
post mark " New York ,J une 6 "  and in the upper  center i s  a man uscript " Paid. " 

Cover No. 3 8 : L o wer  r·ight  d iagona l half of 1 0  cent 1 847 on entire cover.  
Stamp i s  cancelled in red " Roxbury, Mass. Nov. 1 "  ( 1849 ) and also with a red 
gTi d  cow ring the cut. On the enwlope there is a " Paid 5 "  and part of the 
" 5 "  fal l s  on the stam p .  

Cowr No.  39 : L o 11 • 1 · 1 ·  lef t dia,q o tt a l  half of 1 0  c e n t  1 847 on entire cover with 
a rPd c a n rellat ion that t:overs the cut edge of the stamp .  The letter i s  dated 
" J ' h i l a cle l p h i a  ,J u n e  28 " ( 1 85 1 ) and is add ressed to New York. 

C ow r  :\To. 40 : Cpp e r  left diago nal h a lf of 1 0 e<>nt 1 847 used from New York 
to A lbam- .  The red ca1well a t i o n  covers the <· ut .  An ex-\Yorthington i tem.  

C ov�r No.  4 1 : L'ppc r  left  d iago n al half of lO cent 1 8-!7 tied t o  t h e  covrr 
with a red " Ne"· Ilaven .Tune ;) "  ( 18 5 1 ) .  

Cow r No.  42 : R·igh t 1 · e r f ical  h al.f of 1 0  cent 1 8-!7 t i e d  to coyer with rell 
caneP l l at ion of " N<>W Haw. Ct . . June 7 "  ( 1 8:J l ) . Addressecl to " Birmingham. 
Cmrn. ' '  

Cowr No. 43 : L eft diagonal  h alf of 1 0  cent 1 847 mi cover p ostmarked 
" Po rtrn10n t h .  N.  I f .  Oct. 7 "  and addressed t o  " Messrs. Littl e & Brown , Bos
ton. Mao,;s.  ' '  

Cowr No.  44 : Vert ical h alf of 1 0  cent 1 847 used on cover.  Exhibited at 
Tacoma by E ugene Church . Tacoma, ·wash . ,  April 25,  1 9 3 1 .  N o  further infor
mation currently available.  Possibly addressed to  " Mary C .  \Velch, Care J .  A. 
\\Telch. Esqr. Brookly n ,  C o n necticut . " 



86 THE UNITED STATES Po:;;TAGE STAMP;; OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

Cover No. 45 : Left vertical h alf of IO cent 1847 on a small cover used from 
Philadelphia to New H ope , Pa. Addressed to  Hon. S. D. I n gham. The stamp 
is beautiful ly tied by the blue Phi ladelphia town cancellation and was used on 
March 23, 1849.  

As was stated at the beginn i ng of th is l isting, it is not cl aimed,  nor bel ieved . 
that this listing covers al l  of the ex ist ing IO cent 1 847 bisects. T here is litt l e  
doubt however but  that the  majority of such items are  described here .  We 
suggest that items of th is  nature that are  not shown in th is  list should be shown 
to competent experts for an opinion before the�' are bought or  sold. As we write 
in 1 9 6 6  we believe that aroun d  6 5  genuine  biseds on cover are now known. 
\Ve understand that Dav id Baker will  soon publish a n  up t o  date list in Th e 
Ch ronicle. 

A Plated Collection of 1 Oc 1 847 Sta m ps 

The Frank R .  Sweet collection was one of the finest collections of the 1847 
stamps that has ever been brought together. As a matter of fact,  this collection, 
an d  the former Ackerman col l ection , represent about the ultimate in such collec
tions. It contains the lOc comp lete ly p lated with the 200 posit ions included in 
many overlapping pairs and strips. We believe the plated group was formerly 
in  the Gibson collection although Mr. Sweet bought many pairs to  make over
lapping t ies on some of the positions. The philatelic press at one time stated 
that  the col lection contains a complete sheet of 50 of the IOc Government Imita
tion, Scotts No. 24E .  but we understand on excellent authority that this is not 
an issued item but is a p roof. The collection contains blocks of 6 and 8 of the 
IOc original plate proofs in orange and the 5c original plate proof in black. 

Cancel lations on th e Sta m ps 
The following types of cancellations are l isted : ' ' Paid. ' '  ' ' Free, ' '  Railroad, 

U. S .  Express Mail. ' '  vVay, ' '  Numerals, ' ' Steam, ' '  Steamship,  Steamboat, 
" Steamer 10, " Manuscript, Canada. PQnama. " Wheel ing, vV. Va. Grid. " 

Gridiron cancellations are l isted in Red.  Blue , Orange. Black, Magenta, 
Vio ! et ,  Green, and Pink whi le Town cancellations are l isted i n  Red, Blue, Orange. 
B lack, Magenta ,  Violet.  Ul tramarine , and . Green. Generall�- speaking , Town 
can cellations are more desirable than the gridiron cancell ations. 

The Wheeling Grid cancel ,  which was discussed earlier in the article, is a 
scarce item. In the Stephen D. Brown sa l e ,  a IOc with this Grid, described as 
a beautiful copy. was sold for $400. 

A Famous F ind of 1 Oc '47's 
The most remarkable find of the IOc 1 847 stamps was made by the same 

C. II. Bandholtz who found the famous cover that bore the two largest known 
pieces of the IOc stamp.  This  find .  made in Phi l adelphia  in  1923 ,  is known as 
the Ludlow-Beebee find , and consisted of between 400 and 500 copies of the 
stamp. At least one strip of 4 and at least 9 strips of 3 were in this lot. One 
dealer, the former H .  F.  Colman of \Vash ington, is supposed to have purchased 
about 240 cop ies from the lot and we believe that Phil ip  Ward. Jr. , bought 127 
copies from this find.  

1 Oc 1 847 Fakes 
We do not know of any dangerous counterfeit of this stamp other than the 

' '  Sperati ' '  fake which can be told by a small diagonal spur about 2/3rds of the 
way down on the left frame l ine , but we lrnve seen a few crude fakes that would 
not deceive anyone that had ever seen a genuine copy or who had the slightest 
knowledge of stamps in genera l .  

The most common form of fakery associated with these stamps is " cleaning " 
and on this black stamp it is a comparatively easy matter in many cases to re
move all of the cancellation that is visible to the naked eye. 
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F hn1 r e  l !!O. F n k e  hPA I D ' '  en n c e l l u t i o n .  ( Ph o t o  h �· Perr y ) .  

Fi1:,·11 rt• l !! l .  B i cek o f  four J) J u t e  1• roofM "· I t h  t h e  \\· o rd " S P l� C I '.U f� S "  re1110,· e d  ( b ut not 
t oo s1u•ces!Oift1 1 l y )  b y  n elenning 11roeess. ( Ph o t o  by P e r r y ) .  

Fake cancellations are occasionally found on this stamp, usually, but not 
always, on a stamp that has been cleaned. The vertical pair with the " PAID " 
cancel lat ion , which appears to be an imitation of the New York curved " PAID " 
h as been traced back to its source by Ell iott Perry. The perpetrator of this 
and numerous other frauds is now deceased which is fortunate for collectors. 

ThP block of four with the word ' ' SPE CIMEN ' '  removed, but not too well 
remowd, should fool only those too lazy to use their eyes . 
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F igure tr.? ( l.eft ) .  ,- ery crude f o ri::ery of t h e  1 0<• "47. 
Fig. 1 22n ( R i gh t ) .  A nother <'ru d e  foJ'A't'ry of t h e  lilt-. E l l i ot t  Pl"rry I n forms UH t h n t  t h i s  is 
nn o l d  iten1 t h n t  h t"" hnM found both e.a n eel l e d  a nd 11 1 1t•a 1u•e l t t"d. It should d eceive nobody. 

( C o u r t e s y  W a l d o  V. K e n w o r t h y ) .  

F hn 1 re l !::i. 'f h i N  flt"ll <'ntu•el l ed s t ri 1• is t h e  k i nd t h n t  a re oftt""n s u b .i t"t•t e- d  t o  c l ea n i n �··  
( Ph o t o  by i ' <" n )· ) .  

Figure 124-. Here i s  n fine stri1> o f  fo11r. It n p 1>enrs 1111 uNed b u t  Ph i l u telic Intell igenee 
rt"ports t h r u  01terntor X t h n t  this ite111 n-u ,.. 1•e n - cnn«elled hein·Uy us t h e  M t rip in :figure l!i?:i 
bt"fore it n·e n t  t h ru n t• l e a 11 i 11�; )>rocess ht n lU i d - \\"t•st ern l a u ndry. S u e h  i t en1s c�n be d e -

tectt"d \\"Ith t·o�•: 1ut r n t h·e e n s e  th r11 t h e  n s t"  o f  1n ode r11 st•I ::- n t i flt" e q u l prue n t .  
( Ph o t o  b )· P P n y ) ,  
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The bisect  shown he1·e is  offP red by E l li ot t  Perry as a " ho r r i b l e  Pxampl P . " 
The ink does n o t  match eithPr i n  shade or i11 thi l·kness with t h e  gl' n u i n e  and 
the faker has  made th e ver�· common error of mak i ng t he " ti r " brtwren the 
rowr and the stamp cover t h e  cut far  too well . The grid it self does not agree 
with the usua l Boston grid.  The cowr is dated SPpt.  28th. and t h P  year date 
a s  confi rme d bv the  contl'nts of t h e  lPtt er is 1 8+ 7 .  This  elate is somr 8 months 
Parl i P r  t ha 11 the earl i est kno\Yn gen u i n e  b isect.  \Vonl d that al l  fakes \H' I'e a s  
eas�· to detrct ' 

Cl ever repa ir ing is being dmw but th is work c a 1 1  be detrcted b�· t h e  <1uali
fied experts among our reputable student s a n d  dea l ers .  As a mat ter of fact, 
we really feel th at far too great an emp ha sis is placed 0 1 1  repaired stamps so 
far as t h e  value is <·onc erne cl . \\'e do bel ieve repa ired stamps should be so 
ma rked that the purchasPr knows h e  i s  bu�· i n g  a repaired sta mp . Such act ion,  
we feel l'ertai n ,  would ewntual l�· lead t o  a c onsi de rab l e risP in  the value of such 
items.  The value of some of the great mast e rp iec es among the pa i nt i 11 gs does 
not seem to be much affected b�· their being rep a ire d .  As a matter of fact , cap
able restorat ions are well-adwrtisecl and the val ue of the p a i n t i ng may often 
reach a n ew h igh for the  item ! I understa n d  that Leonardo da Vinci 's master
p iece , " T he Last Supper , "  has been restored so often that none of t he or igin al 
pai nt remains yet t h e  p a i nt i ng is almost p ri c eless . vV e rea l ize that the compari
son i s  n ot a p erfect one bu t we bel ieve t h at i t  does i l l ustrate the fact that it  is 
foolish to consider, as some col lectors do, that NO repa ired stamp ( no matter 
how trivia l  the repair )  belongs in a collect ion.  

As a matter of actual fact , the  p roportion of dan gnous fakes offered rea l ly 
is very small and with the rralization that modrrn equ i pment in the hands of 
qualified operators makes it nearly ce rtai n  that every kind of fakery w i l l  be 
detected, the high-powered faker i s  less and less like\y · to work at his trade. 
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Demonetization of th e 1 847 I ssue 

The stamps of  the  1847 issue were demonetized in the  Act  of March 3, 1851, 
a;; of July 1 ,  1851 ,  and the  stamps could not be legally used or accepted for 
postage on or after that date. The Postoffice Department issued the following 
notice : " Postmasters who have heretofore received stamps for sale directly from 
the Department, and such Postmasters only, are directed to pay cash for all 
genuine postage stamps, of the denomination of five and ten cents . . .  which 
shall be presented to them for redemption between the 1st of July and the 30th 
of September of the present year ".  J. Murray Bartels, who handled a great 
quantity of these stamps in his many years in the stamp business, stated in  his 
co lumn in ST AMPS that he had never seen any of these stamps on a cover dated 
aftPr 1851 .  Nor havp WP. However, Dr. Carroll Chase h as seen several covers 
so used. He mention s one bearing a le  '51 and a 5c '47 carried September 15 ,  
1852 and another bParing a le and 3c 1857 ( Type II ) used with a 5c '47  time. 
This last cover bpars a postmark of January 4th which could not have been 
earl iPr than 1858 sin ce  thP Type II 3c No. 44, was not issued until Jul�· 13. 1857 .  
A fow other such i t e m s  are known according to reports g-iven to  me b�· Perry 
a n d  by Ashbrook . 

1 847 Sta m ps U sed After They were l nva l id!lted 
C. C. Hart has recorded approximate!�· fifty examples of uses of thP 1847 

stamps after they were made invalid for postage by order of the Postmaster 
G eneral after June 30, 1 85 1 .  Such items can best be proved when they are on 
cover but somp are known off cover with cancPls that did not exist during the 
period prior to June 30, 185 1 .  T h e  5c illustrated here with a New York Foreign 
Mail cancel is  a case in point. Inval id  use of the '4 7 's arP rare, very interest
ing, and valuable .  Apparently many of the  invalid uses were accepted by the 
pof'tal authorities although some were not recognized and postage due was 
chargPd the rPcipient of the l etter. 

The four year contract of Rawdon, \Vright , Hatch and Edson for the pro
duetion of postage stamps expired on June 30, 1851 ,  and they were not awarded 
thP contract for the production of the 1851  series. It  has often been stated that 
the reason that the 1847 issue was inval idated after June 30, 1851  by an order 
of the Postmaster General, was that thru an oversight on the part of the Govern
mPnt, the contract with the firm did not provide, as was done in all subsequent 
contracts,  that all dies, p l ates, and transfer rolls  should be the property of the 
G overnment. T his is no longer believed to be true yet these items were ap · 
parently claimed,  and for some time retained, by Rawdon , \Vright , Hatch and 
Ed;;on. However, in an affidavit, taken from Luff 's " The Postage Stamps of 
the United States, " dated New York, Dec.  1 2 ,  1851 ,  we find the following state
mP11t which p rows that some sort of an agrePment was reached between the 
Go\"Prn ment and the above parties : 

The question naturally arises as to why the 1847 Issue was invalidated before 
a r<'demption in cash could be obtained for the stamps in the hands of the public 
after July 1 ,  1851 .  I think this has best been figured out by Norton D. York 
and we take the liberty of quoting him as fol l ows : 

' ' Before expressing our personal reason for the invalidation, we wish to 
quotP from a lPtter written by the Librarian of the Post Office Department : 

. . .  the records here give no background information on the order of 
June 1 1 ,  1851  or more specifically, why a demonetization of the 1 847 issue 
was necessary before a redemption in cash coul d be made. 
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So , having been unable to discover the official reason, we desire to advance 
an assumption of our own. 

We base our reason for the act of invalidation upon the idea that the re
demption was in the nature of a refund common in business transactions. The 
new postage rate act made the 5c  and lOc stamps obsolete but did not neces
sarily cause them to be without value . Therefore, to legally be able to redeem 
them in cash, they first had to be made without monetary value. Thus the 
stamps having become worth l ess, through no fault of the holder, but through 
an outside action, the Department could assume the responsibility and redeem 
them in cash, which it did for a specified term, (before the 30th day of September 
185 1 )  

This rather involved conclusion i s  based upon our idea that i t  was a pre
meditated action to avoid establishing a precedent whereby current postage 
stamps could be indiscriminately redeemed at the pleasure of the holder . " 

TH E AFFIDAVIT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF THE D I E S  AND PLATES 
OF THE 1 8 4 7  I SSUE 

New York,  Dec.  1 2 ,  1 8 5 1  

" Have t h i s  d a y  destroyed dies o f  5 and 1 0  cent  s tamp.s , also p lates o f  same. 
1 - 5 c  stamp plate,  1 0 0  on,  1 8 4 7  Issue  
1 - l O c  sta m p  plate ,  1 0 0  o n ,  1 8 4 7  Issue  

R a w d o n ,  Wrigh t ,  H atch & Edson 
vV itneE S :  

W m .  Brady P.  M .  N .  Y .  
J o h n  M o o r  
G .  W .  Johnson" 

'fhe accurac�- of this affidavit has often been challenged in the past few 
years due to the fact that apparently it has definitely been proved that at least 
one plate of 200 subjects was made for the 5c stamp and, so far as is known, 
evrry existing lOc stamp came from a p late of 200 subjects as it  was so plated 
by E ll iott Perr�· .  We are inclined to think the affidavit is accurate in the de
scription of the items destroyed but the affidavit apparently does not tell the 
whole story or the whole truth. 

The report of the Postmaster-General of Nov. 15, 1851 stated : " Directions 
for the destruction of the dies and plates employed in the manufacture of the 
postage stamps formerly used, have been given, and for counting and burning 
such of the stamps as have not been issued to Postmasters or have been 
ret n rnrcl.  ' '  

The Govnnment specified the use of steel plates for the 1851 issue and it 
serms reasonable to assume that some experiments may have been conducted, or 
convinc ing proof offered , to convince the postal officials that steel plates must 
specifical ly be mentioned and specified for the 1851  stamps. There is at least 
a possibility that the plates mentioned in the affidavit may have been experi

mental pla tes.  

Wh erea bouts of th e Origina l  P lates 

It seems to us that the idea that only half plates were destroyed is exceed
ingly improbable because we can see no logical reason for such action. It  should 
be remembered that the affidavit of destruction was witnessed by Wm. Brady , 
the Postmaster of New York City, so if one can thus assume, because of the 
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signature of an important official who should and probably did understand the 
importance of the action, that the affidavit is correct, and further assumPs that 
the 100 subj eet p lates mentioned were not from the 200 subject plates which 
"tndy lrn s  demonstrated were used , thP question that immediately arises is 
· ' \Y h nP are the original plates ? ' ' In any event, if  the affidavit is correct , 
" \"\'here arP the % plates ? "  ·were the�' destroyed or do they still exist ! \Ve 
doubt if the answer to this question ever hac; been known to philatelists . Unfor
tunately the chances of finding the answer grow less with the passing of time. 
The engravers and officials of the early Bank Note companies did j ust about as 
the�· pleased with the proofs and essays of their work so under th is same ' ' poetic 
l icense, ' '  since the terms of the contract apparently left them the l egal right to 
retain the plates, the�· may have done so.  There never has been any evidence, 
so far as we know, that thPse original plates were misused, and it is our opinion 
that they were either destroyed before the affidavit of destruction was made, 
or that, and this seems more probable. the designs were machined off and the 
plates were reused for other work . 

I N FO·R MAT I ON ON T H E 1 847 D I ES, TH E 1 875 D I ES, 
A N D  TH E PROOFS OF TH ES E  I SS U ES 

Fig·nr� 120. �r h t s  i �  n 11  i l J u s !rntion of n n  o rigi n n l  p l n t e  1> roof o n  I n d i a  pJt. Jtf'r. S w l•ll H � m M  

\\' e are Yer�' glad to  be abl e  to p resent the foll owing information 0 1 1  these 
it ems, most of which is taken directly from July, 1942, Collectors C lub Phila
te l ist . where it  appeared in an illustrated article by Clarence V•l. Brazer ,  and 
b�· whose generous permission we are p riYileged to offer i t  at this time. W 2 
quote verbatim. or so nearly so that this �hould be considered a direct quotation 
from Dr. Brazer. 

The 1 847 Dies 

" A  comparison of the 1847 and 1875 dies shows many rnriations . Lines 
deeply cut in the 1847 dies are moved to other locations in the 1875 die, par
ticularly in the lower left corner of th e 5 cents stamp.  I do not believe this 
would have been possible if the 1875 die was a l ay-down made from the 1847 
die or from a transfer roll of the same as has been claimed by at least one other 
writer. Where the lines on the 1875 die are differently located from those on 
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t h e  1847 dies, there is no evidence of l ines having ever been i n  t h e  original lo
cations, as would be likely to show if they were erased, or worn, and restored. 
The 1 87 5  die No. 2088 is an entirely new engraving. 

F i J:.·nrt"' 1 :!7 .  Photo of d i e  1>roof s h on· i n g  J i n es dran,·n b )· t"1tg·r1n· e r  t o 1 • r t" v t" n t  t h t"  t r;u1 s f f' r  
rol l fro111  s l i 1tt> l n J:.· "·Jte n  t h t"  d t" s h:; n  "·n s  bt•in� t n k e n  front t h e  d i � .  
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The 5 and 1 0 Cents 1 875 Reproduction Die 

Figure 128. T h e  5 a n d  10 Cents Reproduetlou Oft'. T h e  l O e  netunlly Is the s a m e  s ize a s  
t h e  5e n n d  our l llustrntlon !<hould h a v e  been so mnde. ( C o u r t e s y  o f  the l a t e  C l a r e nce W. 

Brazer a n d  T h e  C o l l e d o r s  C l u u ) .  

The term, 1875 " Reprints, " so long wrongly used i n  Scott 's Catalog, is 
entirely misleading and not at all correct. They are, in fact, official ' '  Repro
ductions " and should be so named. They were printed in 1875 from an entirely 
new die and from entirely new plates of 50 subjects, never printed before, hence 
are not ' ' reprints. ' '  They are not ' ' counterfeits ' '  because they were sold by th� 
Post Office Department, and are better than ' ' imitations. ' '  They were probably 
made ( in 1875 ) in the belief that the original 1847 design dies and plates, and 
supposedly the transfer rolls, had been destroyed December 12, 1851 .  The 1 847 
dies possibly were then and now in th e A merican Bank Note Co. but unknown 
to the P. 0. D., who had they known, might have arranged to obtain transfers 
and save the time and expense of a new die. There was only one ' '  1875 Repro
duction " die (No.  208 8 )  with the 5 Cents and 10 Cents side by side and 19 mm. 
apart as i llustrated herewith. In the Brazer Reference Collection, there is an 
1875 black proof from this reproduction die, and another green proof I have 
seen has written upon it in pencil, " This die sent to the Continental Bank Note 
Co.  from the Bureau of Eng 'r and Pt 'g, Washington, D. C. August 1877 and 
cleaned and restored by me, Chas. Skinner. " The date might be an error. 
Charles Skinner was a historical and portrait engraver. That was his signa
ture. If the date is correct, then Charles Skinner in 1877 simply restored the 
1875 die. A casual comparison with the ' ' small die ' '  prints made from this die 
in 1902 ( which are poor prints ) indicates this may be the correct solution. Some 
acid etching and restoration may have been done ,  especially on the 10 cents. 

From the evidence it would seem that the Bureau furnished a die that re
quired cleaning and restoring. This might imply an old die, for if it was a 
new die, why did not the Bureau complete it ?  Why, in 1877,  bother to restore 
an 1875 die ? I do not know of any prints, or new plates, made from this die 
aftPr 1875 until the small die proofs of 1903, unless the green proof autographed 
by Skinner was made in 1877.  



THE UNITED STATES PosTAGE STA�rPs OF T H E  1 9TH CExn:RY �) ;) 

Origina l  1 847 Dies 

F i 1n1 re 1 29 .  1847 Original Die Proofs. ( C o u r t e s y  t h e  l a t e  C l a r e n c e  \V . B r a z e r  a n d  T h e  
C o l l e c t o r s  C l u b ) .  

F i g;ure 130. 1 847 Original Plate ProofH. ( C o u r t e s y  the l a t e  C l e. r e n c e  \V . B r a z e r  and T h e  
C o l l e c t o r s  C l u b ) .  

All die proofs I have seen of the 1847 designs that are large enough to 
show the die sinkage are clearly from single dies, one for the 5 cents ( 43x55 mm. 
on the face ) ,  and one for the 10  cents ( 42.5x56 mm. on the face ) .  The 5 cents 
die has a clipt lower left corner. Whether those dies are the 1847 originals or 
made after the dies were destroyed December 12, 1851 ,  I have not yet been 
abl e  to decide. Should any prints turn up from dies of different size or shape 
of sinkage, we might then have the evidence upon which to base a conclusion. 
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As I have explained several years ago, at the Co l l ectors Club, and previously 
written in its magazine, if the original 184 7 dies were destroyed, as per the 
affidavit of December 12 ,  1851 ,  it is most probable that the Post Office Depart
ment did not think to destroy the tram;fer roll, and perhaps did not even know 
that such an equally important part of the process existed. The 1851  stamp 
contract failed to mention a transfer roll .  ( See the U. S. One Cent Stamp of 
1851 by Stanley B .  Ashbrook, Volume 1 ,  Chapter X, pages 47 and 48 by Clarence 
W. Brazer ) .  In any event I have proved that prints were made by the Ameri
can Bank Note Company from dies of the 1 847 original designs on paper water
marked as late as 1895 .  From a serious study of the papers on which other 1 847 
design die proofs are made, it is most probable that die proofs were also printed 
by the American Bank Note Company about 1858 , 1878 ,  and at intermediate 
dates . Thus dies of the 1847 designs existed as late as 1895 and probably arc 
today in the vaults of the American Bank Note Company. ( Note by L. G. B .  
A letter dated Sept. 2 9 ,  1942 from the A .  B .  N. C o .  reads a s  follows : ' ' We ob
serve your interest in the 1 847 issue of United States stamps and regret we are 
unable to throw any particular light on the subject, for the reason that none of 
the engravings for this issue ever came into the hands of the American Bank 
Note Co. ' ' ) 

.. 'igure 1 3 1 .  'rhls Is a 1>hoto of an origi nal 1>late proof, made In 1847, on India, w ithout 
tile "Spe�hnen" o''er1>rl11t. Sueh ltetns are rare. The a1>1>are11t lrregularlty of the frnn1e 
lines Is no doubt due to the nature of India pn1•er whleh tends to wrinkle i f  It  becomes 
'vet at n n y  tln1e. Notice the ren1arkahle deta i l  that cnn be lieen i n  this fine llltuitratlon. 
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Th e M a rks on 5 Cents Die Proofs- Dash on Left Frame Line 
A l l  ;) < · r 1 1 t  d ie p roof,; I h a v e  seen llo h a v e .  a n d  al l p l ate p roofs a n d  stamps 

( wi t  Ii t h P  c xe P p t i o11 of a l' : ipy mrned b�· K a r l  Burroughs of No. l L ) do not 
have .  ttw 1 '. ash on t h e  n p 1wr l ef t  border l i n <' opposite the bottom of U. Plate 
p roofs, of t ! i c · ;) eents.  ( excPpt t hose from t h r  l Pft ma rgina l  posit i o n s  1 ,  1 1 ,  2 1 ,  3 1 ,  
41 .  il l , fi l . 7 1 .  8 1  a nd 8 1  i n  b o t h  p a ne .; )  a l  o havr  a p osition dot in  the central 
fo l i a t P  o r 1 i a m P 1 1 t  a t  t h e  l f' ft <· f' n t n .  s imi lar to t.hP  dot:.; i l lustratell i n  E l l iott Per-
1·y "s art i < · I Ps on t h f' 1 0  <· P n t  ' tamp.  T h e�f'  hrn t.e:sts are consta n t  a n d  reliable 
1 80 t i rn ( ' s  i n  200. The posit i o n  dots which W P !'<' usf'd to locatf' t h ese 20 left 
ma rgin pos i t i o n s  f a l l  on positions 2,  1 2 .  22. f'k As th e  central guttel' between 
t h e  r i ght  a n ll l eft panf's is  w i d e r  t h a n  the gutters  between the p ositions within 
t h e  panes,  t h e  position dots to l oeatr lOL,  20L, :30L, 40L, 50L, 60L, iOL, SOL, 
90J, ,  and lOOL.  clo n ot fall in the t r i foliate ornamrnts on lR, l lR, 2 1R, 31R, 
4 1 R,  5 1 R, 6 1 R ,  7 1 R, 8 1 R .  and 9 1 R, but a re found i n  the  central gutter between . 

As to t h e  absr n cr of thr clash on t.h e  upper l eft border line on plate  proofs 
a n d  stamps, l h a d  i n format ion from Karl Burroughs i ndicating that on proof:; 
a n <l s t a m p s  in h i s  p ossrssion No.  1 ,  p robab l y  No.  l L, shows this dash, which is 
ahsPn t on other p l at e proofs. T h is posit ion would havr no posit ion dot. Thus 
t h is d ash 0 1 1  npper left border 1847 desi1m die p roofs is absent on 1 9 9  plate 
p roofs a n d  stamps, a n <l is t h P  t est I haw a p p l i e d  for m a n �' �·ears . 

Dot on Foreh ead 
As t o  thP  l ong-k n o\\· 1 1  <lot o n  Fra n klin 's forehead over  thr left eve-this is 

not  fou n <l o n  origin a l  ;) t· P n t s  1 847 design die p roofs. T he forehead �lot is gen
nally fon n d  on 5 cen t s  d i p  p roofs, p robably p r inted in 1 8 5 8  and thereafte1» 
T h i s  <lot c o u l d  readi ly be removed with a �harp razor blaclr  without a trace. 

Dot Bet ween " U " a nd " P "  of Post 
( l rrard U i l bnt 's " dot bPtween the · ' 1 ' "  and " P "  of " Post, " or dot over 

P. eould n ot be so read ily rrmow<l .  I t  i s  fonn <l o n  5 cents die  p roofs p robably 
pri n tPcl i n  1 8 7 8  a n d  t h r l'eaftPr .  

Prrh a ps  a d d it ional  m a rk i n gs may t e  fou n d  on 1 895 printings . " 
( Xote  by L .  G .  B . : \Ve do not  t h i n k  the above informat ion c ou l d have been 

obt a iu r <l PX( 'ept  from l' larener  Brazer a n d  aga i n  we wish to exp ress our ap
prPe i at i o 1 1  f'or  h a v i n g  bPPn abl r to  use i t . ) 

Die Proofs Made D u ri n g  the 1 890's 
D l' .  C l a rP 1 1 e r  W. B razrr demonstra ted that die p roofs from the original 

d ies,  or from d u p l ieate d i es. wrrf' m a d e  <l uring the 1 8 9 0  's .  This is certain proof 
t h a t  t h r  1 85 1  affidavit was not accurate if it intended to convey the impression 
t h a t  t h e  ll rst ru e t i o n  of t h e dies a n d  p l ates,  as indicated at the t ime.  el iminated 
a n y  p ossibi l it .v of f u rther production of t h e  ;,tamps.  T h e  fact that t he�· did not 
mrn t ion a t ra nsfe 1· r o l l in their statPmrnt rather l eads us to suspect that they 
d i d  keep a t  l rast a tra nsfer roll  of eaeh druomination .  F rom the  transfer roll 
d npl ieate d i es could eas i l y  h a ve been made to produce the die p roofs made in the 
1 880 's.  As a matter of faet . somet h i n g  l ike a hundred va rieties of these die 
p roofs Pxist i f  one cou n t s  t h r  man�· faney eol ors and t h e  various papers on which 
thf'y wrre p r i n t e d .  \Ve q uote from Dr. B razrr 's paper wh ich he read before 
the Fi rst American P h i l atel i c  C ongre·;,.; which was held i n  P h i l a d e l phia in De
rrm ber, 1 93 5 .  

" Some l a rge d i e  proofs  o f  t h e  1 8 4 7  i s s u e ,  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  dec l ared no longer 
u&able  for p o s t age in 1 8 5 1 .  were reprinted about 1 8 9 3  to 1 8 9 5  on thick white 
India paper. bond paper, co lored bond paper , and b l uish b nckr!l.m paper, in ten or 
twelve co lors .  perhaps  from a d u pl icate  die a s  I have found n o  official record of the 
destruction of  the official  tra nsfer roll which may have been  inherited from Raw
don , Wrigh t,  Hatch & Edson by the A m erican Bank Note C o m pany when it w a s  
formed i n  1 8 5 7 . "  
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Die essays that appear to be ' ' partially finished ' '  essa�·s also exist . In the 
Philatelic Gazette of May, 1 9 1 6 ,  Dr. Carroll Chase made the statement that ' ' a  
careful examination of these items shows that they were printed thru a mat 
since the missing part of the design shows faintly in colorless relief. ' '  We have 
not seen any proofs of this nature but must assume, since Dr. Chase reported 
them, that they exist. 

These proofs are also known on laid paper. When they first appeared they 
were trimmed close to the margins, gummed, and passed most of the experts of 
the day as genuine original stamps on laid paper. They were chronicled in 
Scott 's Catalog until 1905, at which time they were discovered with wide mar
gins proving that they were in fact die proofs. Most of these fancy proofs ap
prared on the market in 1 8 9 7 .  We quote from a letter written to us  from the 
American Bank Note Co . ,  signed by J.  P. Treadwell, Jr. and dated Sept. 29, 
1942. ' ' -- none of the engravings for this issue ( 1847 ) ever came into the 
hands of the American Bank Note Company. ' '  

The Government I m itations 

The rxistence of the transfer roll, or the die which produced the above 
mentioned die proofs, was apparently not known to the Government when it 
wanted stamps for display at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876.  
Accordingly, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, by order of the Post 
Office Department, made Official Imitations or Government Reproductions of the 
5c and IOc 1847 stamps. These items, cataloged as No. 3 and 4, were not good 
for postal use although one occasionally runs across a copy with a fake can
cellation that has been applied in the hopes of making it  possible to palm off 
the item as a used original. Clarence W. Brazer had copies of both the 5c and 
IOc with faked cancellations on reproductions. 

The Reproductions were issued imperforate, without gum, on wove paper 
that was thicker and of a coarser quality than the th in crisp bluish wove paper 
of the originals. The color of the paper is also somewhat deeper than that of the 
origina ls .  The 5c Reproduction also exists in a bistre brown shade on blue 
horizonta l l y  laid paper. 

The existence of laid paper items has been questioned by some students 
but George B.  Sloane, recognized by all as a competent authority, made the 
following statements in his column in STAMPS,  February 24, 1 9 34 ; " My 
friend, Frank Hollowbush, has a 5c on blue horizontally laid paprr, the stamp 
is a bistre brown shade, and for some years I have had a IOc gray black on b lue 
Yertically laid. ' '  Dr.  Carroll Chase made the following remarks in his early 
articl e  on the 1 847 issue : " Mr. Luff lists this stamp as also existing on horizon
tally la id paper. I have never seen one of these but I have seen what purported 
to be a copy on vertically laid paper. However, this stamp, when soaked, proved 
to have had a very thin sheet of Japanese laid paper pasted to the back. I 
suppose it is p ossible that Mr. Luff 's horizontally laid paper is of the same 
breed. ' '  In commenting on this statement by Chase, Sloane goes on to say : 
" Regarding Mr. Luff 's stamp, the doctor 's diagnosis is probably incorrect. 
John N. Luff was too careful a student, and the Hollowbush copy of the 5c, 
and my own lOc, are certainly not backed with laid paper. The stamps are 
actually on laid paper, beyond all question of doubt. " Boiled down, the above 
statements indicate only that Chase has seen fakes and nothing else along this 
line, while S loane has seen these items on genuine laid paper. We have no 
doubt but that the items exist on laid paper but when they were printed or 
whether they were actually issued is another matter. The chances are, in our 
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opinion, about :i. thousand to one that they were trial printings or were en
gravers proofs. We do not think they were issued items. 

The plates for both the 5c and lOc of th is issue were of 50 subjects each, 
arranged 10x5 on the p late.  The report of the> Chief of the Bureau of E ngraving 

Figure 132 ( Left ) .  The 5c Imitation made In 1875. It differs from the original I n  that 1t 
Is slightly shorter and a trifle wider than the original, the Initials "R. w. W. & E." at tht" 
bottom of the stamp are Indisti nct Instead of clt"ar,  111al the lt"ft side of the white shirt 
front touches the frnn1e of the oval op1>osite t h e  t o 1> of th e- fi�-ure- 05," "·h i l e  on t h e  
originals It touches t h e  frnn1e o f  t h e  o v a l  on a level n·it h  " h ·�  to1> of t h f' � ' F "  of " ' F l ,- �. 0  

This provides an Instant and a n  eaHy test. 

Figure 133 ( R ight ) ,  Original 5c 1 847. 

Figure 134 ( Left ) .  The lOc Imitation made In 187:'>. 'rhere are numerous differences in 
many of the details ef the engraving that can be obser,·ed on clos e  exu111i11atlon but the 
one that is usually sufficient for most students is  a g·Innce n t  the eyes of the 11ortrnit. In 
the Imitations they have a sleepy l ook, The white col l a l" is s o  badly shaded that it Is 
d ifficult to distinguish It from the collar of the cont. In t h e  Imitation there ure five hori
zontal lines between the "CE" of "OENTS" and the lower l i ne of the central oval while 

there are bnt four on tlte originals. 
FlJrUre 135 (Right ) .  The lOc Original. ( P hoto courtesy of Norman Serphos ) .  
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Figure 136, Full sh .. et  of :ic 1875 Rl"ttrotluetlons. ( Courtesy H. R. Harme1', Ine. ) .  
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' _i 

:rtsare 13'1. Fall •'11.eet of lOc Reproclaetto-. (Courtesy H. R. Harmer, Inc.) .  
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and Printing, Mr. G. B. McCartee, for the year ending June 30, 1875,  reads as 
follows : 

" E ngraved two dies for the Post Office Department,  Special  Agent C o mmission,  
die No. 2 , 0 8 8  with one 5 and one 10 cent stamp on the same die .  E ngraved two 
plates, 5 and 10  cents ,  postage,  1 8 4 7 .  

Printed 1 1 , 4 5 0- 5 cent stamps.  
Printed 1 0 , 0 0 0- 1 0  cent stamps. " 

The engraving was well done but the Imitations are not difficult to distin
guish from the originals as is apparent in the illustrations shown here. 

A complete sheet of proofs of the 5c Imitation was in the Frank R. Sweet 
collection. The J. C. Morgenthau & Company 's sale of October, 1912, offered 
a complete sheet of 50 on the lOc Imitation, printed on white paper and offered 
with full original gum ( ? ) .  That this was some sort of a proof sheet which had 
been gummed is pretty well proven by the circular regarding SPE CIMEN 
POSTAGE STAMPS, as they were titled in the official circular, which was is
sued by the Third Assistant Postmaster General on March 27, 1875.  This reads, 
in part, as follows : 

" The 1 8  4 7 and 1 8  5 1  stamps are obsolete , and n o  longer receivable for postage. 
The subseq u ent issues of  the ordinary stamps are still  valid.  . . . All the specimens 
will be ungummed-It will be usel ess to apply for gummed stamps.  The stamps 
will be  sold b y  sets ,  and application must not  be made for less than one full  set of 
any issue,  except the State Department official stamps and the newspaper and 
periodical stamps of 1 8  4 7 .  Stamps o f  any one denomination o f  any issue will  be 
sold in quantities of  two dollars worth and upward . . . .  

E .  W. BARBER , 
Th ird Assistant Postmaster General . " 

Complete Original sheets of the 5c and lOc Imitations, plus complete sheets 
of each value on India, and on card, were in the Collection of Mr. Mose Iacino 
of Denver, Colorado. 

On the 5c Imitations the frame lines of all 50 stamps on the plate were 
recut due to the fact that the lines on the die were quite weak. With the ex
ception of No. 1 on the plate, the right frame line of which was not recut, and 
No. 27, on which the bottom line was not recut, all four frame lines of all posi
tions had to be recut. The lOc stamp shows that the frame lines of all positions 
had to be recut . Some of this recutting was very carelessly done and the frame 
lines on some of the stamps are very irregular. 

The die used for the production of the Government Imitations was engraved 
with both the 5c and the lOc on the same die block. The two engravings are 
about 18% mm apart. Impressions are known from this die which show both 
stamps. In the Lord Crawford collection there was such an item. It was 
printed in green, on India paper, and was mounted on a large card. 

In 1902, for the ' ' Roosevelt ' '  proof books, the die proofs which were made 
from the Imitation dies were clearly printed to represent the 1 847 stamps and 
were intentionally blurred for the 1875 items. This was done in an effort to 
cause the recipients of the book to believe they were receiving the original 184 7 
items as well as the 1875 issue. Of course such work did not deceive philatelists. 

We understand that special die proofs of which perhaps only 4 sets were 
printed, were made in 1912 by order of the Postmaster General. These were 
printed on white India paper and were made to provide a fitting exhibit of 
United States stamps at the San Francisco Exposition. Both the 5c and the lOc 
Imitations were so p rinted as were many other items in the hands of the depart
ment. 

Souve n i r  Sheet Proposed 
There was considerable talk about issuing a souvenir sheet in 1940, using 

either the 5c, the lOc, or both as the subj ect, but this was not done. The story 
goes to the effect that since the original stamp had been demonetized, it was 
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felt that such an issue could not be made legal. We do not hold to this view 
and think it would have been easy enough to have made such an item legal for 
postage. Of course , if it was felt that precautions against the use of the 1875 or 
the 1847 items were necessary, it would have been possible to print them in 
such colors as could not have been confused by the postal clerks ! 

Probably the real reason that this sheet was not issued at this time was due 
to the fact that the collectors were not only fed up on new issues and souvenir 
sheets, but it was realized that it would be far better to use this design to cele
brate the IOOth Anniversary of our own stamps in 1947 than it would to cele
brate the IOOth Anniversary of the English ' ' Penny Black ' '  in 1940. 

We are in receipt of the following letter from the Post Office Department, 
addressed to us and dated December 1 1 ,  1941 : 

"My Dear sir : 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of December 1 to the Bureau of En
graving and Printing, relative to the printing of a souvenir sheet of postage stamps 
to commemorate the Centennial of the first adhesive stamp as celebrated in 1 9 4 0 ,  
which has been referred t o  this  Office. 

I t  was originally planned to print a souvenir sheet of  stamps of this character 
for sale through the Philatelic Agency as an official contribution to the stamp 
anniversary celebration. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing prepared a pre
liminary model for the miniature sheet b u t  the project was abandoned before the 
model was approved.  No plates were made and no souvenir sheets were ever printed.  

Very truly yours,  

( Signed ) RAMSEY S.  BLACK, 
Third Assistant Postmaster General . " 



Ch a pter V I I 

Stam ps issued for the 1 OOth A n n iversa ry of the 1 847 I ssue 

Figure 138. 3c Commemornth·e, In blue, Issued M n y  1 7 .  llMT. 

Figure 139. Souvenir sheet Issued Mny 19, 11147. 

Figure 140. Air Mnll Envelope Issued May 21, llMT. 

ALTHOUGH the above illustrations are of stamps issued in the 20th Cen
tury, we feel that it is fitting to show the stamps issued to commemorate 
the lOOth Anniversary of our first stamp. Collectors that were disap

pointed when the Post Office Department failed to issue the Souvenir Sheet that 
was proposed in 1940 were well p leased with the action of the Departmnt in 
1947 . 
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Chapter V I  1 1  

TH E I SS U E OF 1 85 1  

I 'l' is be. st, we believe, to sta rt th is chapter with an extrad from the November 
29th. 1 8 5 1  report of th e Postmaster General , which quotes from an Act 
approwd l\Iarch 3rd , 1 8 5 1 ,  entit led " An Act to  reduce and modify the 

RatPs  of Postage i n  the Unitf'cl S t ates and for other purposes " and which 
reads,  in part ,  as follows : 

S E C TION 1 .  Be it enacted by t h e  S e n a t e  and Honse  of Repre 0 entative.s of t h e  
U nited S t a t e s  of  America  I n  C o n g ress Asse m b l e d ,  That  f r o m  and a f t e r  t h e  t h i rt ieth 
d a y  o f  J u n e ,  eighteen hundred a n d  fifty- o � e .  in l ieu of the rates  o f  postage now es
tabl ished by law.  there shall  be  chargetl the  fol lowing rate s ,  to wit : For every 
s ing le  letter in  m a n u script ,  or  paper o f  any kind, u i: o n  which information shall be 
asked for , or  c o m m unicated in  writ ing ,  or  by  marks or signs, conveyed in the mail 
for  a ny C:: istan ce b e t ween places within the  United States,  not exce 3ding three 
t h o u s a n d  m i l e s ,  when the p ostage upon such letter shall  have been prepaid ; three  
cents .  an d five cents  when t h e  postage thereon shal l  have not  b e e n  prepaid ; a n d  
for  a n y  d is tance  exceeding t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s ,  d o u b l e  t h o s e  rates-for every 
� ingle  le t ter o r  paper when conveyed wholly o r  in part  by seas ,  and to or  from a 
foreign c o u ntry ,  for  any distance over twenty-five hundred miles ,  twenty cents ,  and 
for a n y  d istance  u nder  twenty-five hundred miles , ten cents ,  ( excepting,  however .  
a l l  c a s e s  w h ere s u c h  postages have  been or shal l  b e  adj u sted a t  different rates ,  by 
pos t a l  t reaty or convention already concluded or hereafte;· to be  made ; ) and for a 
d o u bl e  letter there  s h a l l  be charged double  the  rates  a bove specified ; and for a 
t r e b l e  letter ,  treble  tho�e  rates ; and for a q uadruple  l e tter , quadruple  those rates ; 
a n d every  J e t ter or parce l  not  exceeding half  an o u n c e  in weight  shal l  be dee m s d  a 
s ingle  letter ,  and every a d dit iona l wei�ht  of h a l f  an o un c e ,  or addit ional  weight o f  
less than half a n  o u n c e ,  shall  b e  charged with an  addit ional  single postage.  A n d  
a l l  drop letters ,  o r  letters p laced i n  a n y  postoffice ,  n o t  for transmission , b u t  for  
del ivery  only ,  shal l  be  charged with postage  at  the rate  o f  one cent  each ; a n d  al l  
l e tt e r s  which shall  hereafter b e  adverti�ed as remaining OYer or  uncal led for ,  in  any 
post-office , shall  be  c harged with  one c e n t  in  addit ion to the regular postage,  both  
t o  b e  accou nted for  a s  other p ostages n o w  are . "  

It wi ll b e  noted that t h e  above act provides t h e  reasons for t h e  necessity of 
issuing new denom i11atio11s of :,:tamps s ince  the stamps issued in 1847 , of 5 and 
1 0  cent d e nominati ons only, could not b e  used to make up the new rates which 
called for one cent for drop letters , and for t h ree cents ,  and multiples th ereof,  
for l ette rs and small  parcels .  

Section 2 of the Act concerns rates on �ewspapers and Circulars but it 
would not ,  i n  our opinion, interest many of th e  readers of this book and i t  will  
not be quoted h ere .  Nevertheless it  shoul d  be noted tha t  t h i s  section p rovides a 
second need for a stamp of th e  denomination of One Cent for it p rov ides that 
a one cent rate shall prevail  on unsealed c i rculars, weigh ing o n e  ounce or less ,  
sent for a distance n o t  exceeding fiw h undre ll miles.  It did not sta te t h a t  
circular mai l  had to  b e  prepaid.  

Section 3 of the Act i s  quoted here becHu.�e i t  not only refers t o  the issuance 
of t h e  stamp s  under the  Act but i t  provides a law on  counterfeiting-. T h is 
section i,<.; now quoted : 

" SE C TION 3 .  And be it further enacted,  That it shal l  be the duty  of the Post
n:aster General to provide an d  furnish to al l  deputy p o s t masters ,  and to al l  other  
persons applying and paying therefor ,  suitable  postage stamps ,  of  the denomin ations 
of three cents ,  and of  such  other denominations as h e  may think expedient ,  to fac i l i
tate the p repayment  of the postages provided for in this  a c t ; and any person w h o  
s h a l l  forge or  c o u n terfeit any postage s t a m p  p r o v i d e d  or  furnished under  the pro
vis ions  of this  or  i n  any former act ,  whether the same are impressed or printed 
o n  or  attached to envelopes o r  not ,  or any die ,  plate , or  engraving therefor ,  or 
shall  make o r  print  o r  knowingly use or  sel l ,  or  have in  his  possession w ith intent  
to use o r  sell , any such false,  forged or  c o unterfeited die ,  plate ,  engraving ,  or  post
age stamps ,  or who shall make or print .  or authorize or procure to be made or  
printed ,  any postage stamps of the kind provided and fu rnished by the  Postmaster 
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General as aforesaid . without the especial authority and direction of the Post Office 
Department, o r  who after such postage stamps have been printed shal l ,  with intent 
to defraud the revenues of  the Post Office Department,  deliver any postage � tamps to 
any persons other than s u c h  as shall be  authorized to receive the same by an instru
ment of  writing , d u ly executed,  under the hand of  the Postmaster General, and the 
seal of  the Post Office Department,  shal l ,  on conviction thereof,  be deemed gu ilty 
of felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dol lars , or by im
prisonment not exceeding five years,  or by both such fine and imprison ment ; and 
the expenses of procuring and providing all  such postage stamps and letter envelopes, 
as are provided for or authorized by this act, shall be  paid ,  after being adj usted by 
the auditor of the Post Office Department ,  on the certificate of the Postmaster Gen
eral out of  any money in the Treasury arising from the revenues of the post o ffice 
department. " 

N E W P O S T A G E  A C T _ 
l'Dlstructions to Postmasters. 

The particular attention or PostmasteN 2nd othen is invited to 1he proYisions or the &D· 
"""eel act, passed at tho fut aession or Congress. !1 will be observed-

llt. That Crom and after April 1st, 1 85.'.'.i, the single rate of post2ge on a letter conveyed 

la the mail for any distance 6tlwen p/acn in lht Uniltd SltJln nor exceeding rhree thousand 

miles, is three cents ; and for any dis:ldnce eic�Jing three thousJnJ mi1es, ten cents. 

2d. Thar from and orrer April Is<, 1 8:i5, prc·p1ymen1, cirher by slamps, stamped en•el

opea or in money, is compuoory . 

3d. Thot from and afrer Januory 1st, 1 856, all let ler> berwecn places in the Unired S111et 

must be pre-paid, eirber by postage &lamps, or stamped enve lopes. 

4th. That the laws relating to the franking priv i lege are no! ahered. 

5th That the existing rates and regula1ions in reg.ud to letrers to or from Can:ula and all 

otber foreign countries remain unchanged . 

Unpaid fellers mailed before April 1st, 1 855, will be forwarded and delivered upon rbe 
payment of the postag.. by the person addressed . 

PosL1gc stamps and &lamped envelopes of the denomination or ten cents will be prepared 
and issued speedily ;  and the Department will use e•ery exerrioo to oupply all tbe Post OOicea 
wi1b one ant.I three cent stamps also, as fast as lht:y may be required . 

A�lute prepayment being requ ired on all le11ers to places within the United Statea, 

from and a/ltr Ill .Rp1il, 1855, great care shou ld be used, as well in prepaying the proper 
amount on letters abon lbe weight of hair an ounce u on aingle l¢tten. 

Pootmuters will post up cunspicuously in rheir respecti•e office• • notice calling atten· 

lion to the pro•ision or the act requiring prepaymeiu. 
The pro•isions in regard to the registration or valuable l•Uers will be carried into el'ect 

anJ special instructions iS1Ued on the subject u eoon u the necessary blanks cu be preparecl 
and distribured. 

PoaT Orrrc& DEP.t&TM1rr, 
Mutlt 1 2, 1855. 

JAMES CA MPBELL, 

PHI- G-.1. 

F igure 1 4 1 .  

The act contained other provisions but they are deemed of insufficient in
terest to most collectors to include them here. 

The Act of August 30, 1 852, which became effective on September 30, 1852, 
changed the circular rate so that a circular weighing up to three ounces could be 
sent to any point in the United S tates, if prepaid, for one cent. Each addi
tional ounce or fraction of an ounce cost an additional cent and if the circular 
was sent unpaid , the addressee had to pay doub l e rate to receive it .  For that 
reason some advertisers prepaid the ir  circulars and made a point of it with 
their customers , 

The next, and last act to be noted here, is set forth in brief in the circular 
that was sent to the postmasters and which i s  i l l ustrated above. 



Chapter I X  

T H E  ON E C ENT STA M P OF 1 85 1  

THE terms ' ' One Cent 1851  and One Cent 1857 ' ' are so closely associated 
with the name of Stanley B. Ashbrook that it is impossible for ·�he 
author to think of the stamps without thinking of the man. His two 

volume work on these stamps , ' ' The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851 -
1857, ' '  has won universal acc laim , national a n d  international honors, and i n  our 
opinion it is the greatest p h i l a t elic study ever made.  This statement is made 
in full knowledge and apprec iat ion of the fa�t  that there have been many 
great books written by other master philatelist.� . We will not at tempt to men
tion them all  h ere,  and i ndeed they need no introduction for their works have 
proved themselves, yet we would feel amfrs if we did not here pay particular 
tribute to two students whose n ames are familiar to every collector of 19th 
Century U. S. stamps. These men , the l ate Dr. Carroll  Chase and E l l iott Perry, 
rate as truly great students and every e n e  who read.<; th is book owes much to them 
as will be noted in succeeding chapte rs . 

For the information on the One Cent stamp presented here, we bel i eYe that 
Ashbrook should receiw the credit unless other credit is specifically mentioned . 
Mod of the informat ion giwn !: ere was obtained from a study of his work on 
the One Cent stamp and ,o;;uch information,  as well as most all of the i llustrations,  
are presented with h is generous permi ssion gTanted many yt>ars ago. 

Contract for th e Production of th e 1 85 1  Sta m ps 

The contract for the product ion of the 1851  stamps was given to the firm 
of Toppan , Carpenter , Casi lear  & Co.,  whose main office and sole manufacturing 
plant was in Philadelphia alth ough they maintained branch offices in New York , 
Boston , and Cincinnati. This contract was for six years but was extended for 
four more years or until June 10, 1861 .  The 1851  contract provided, for the 
first time, for the appointment of a Government Agent in charge of the dies and 
plates, while they were in the Contractor 's custody, and to whom all deliveries 
of the stamps were made as they were printed. It also provided that the d ies 
and plates were to be sealed and deposited in the Assistant U. S. T reasurer 's 
office in Philadelphia when such items were not in use . Thus it would seem that 
all reprints , re-issues and proofs were necessari ly made only upon direct order 
from the Post Office Department, except perhaps for the original proof reader 's 
sheet that was kept in the files of the bank note company as a record. We will  
not go into the details of the contract except to say that the rate of payment for 
the printing of the stamps was 15c per thousand for the last 4 year contract . 
The price of 18c  included perforat ing and packi ng the stamps in suitabl e con
tainers for mailing . 

Fi rst Sta m p  Agent 

During the l ife  of the T oppan , Carpenter, Casilear & Co . , contract the first 
Stamp Agent was appointed.  He was Jessey Johnson,  appointed May 18 ,  1855 ,  
and with his  office in the Jyane Building on Chestnut Street in Philadelphia. 

Until February 1855 finished stamps were delivered direct ly to Washington . 
Afterwards , until Febr uary 1 ,  1869 ,  stamps were delivered to the Stamp Agent 
at their p lace of manufacture and delivered by h im to Wash ington . From th at 
date on, they were forwarded by the Stamp Agent, through the  Registry Divi
sion of the New York Post Office to the various postmasters aga inst their orders 
t hat were approved by the Post Office Department in Washington. After the 
Bureau took over the manufacture of  our stamps they of course were distributed 
.from Washington . 
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The Causes of the Va rious Types of the One Cent Sta m ps 
The different types of the One Cent stamps were caused as follows : 
(a) Relief Trirmn ing.  _ Th is applies to an a l terat ion of the design of t h e  

r e l i e f  o n  the tra11sfe1· roll m a d e  b�· t h e  trimming a·way of certain of t h e  out
standing lines, t hereby making the  relief design differPn t  from the die dPsig1 1 .  

(b)  Short Transfer. This is t h e  resu lt  of insufficient ly  rocking a re l i P f  01 1  
a transfer rol l t o  the  full  extent  o f  t h e  design.  I t  may occur \\·hen the roll  is 
made from the die or as the plate i s  made from the rol l .  T his was intentionally 
done 0 11 certain One Cent p l ates,  and u nintentional ly on others. On the One 
Cent stamps t h e  sh ort transfer may occur at t h P  t o p  or b ottom of t h e  : ; tamp 
design, or a t  both p l aces, an d a design ;.;o t ransfrrred t o  a pl a te  of eou r.'ie dif
fers from the re l iPf  design and also from thP  die  design . (c) Re-cu t t i ng .  T h is appl iPs t o  l ines t ! !at  a re d 1·am1 d i r e c t l y  0 1 1  t h e  design 
on the plate by the use of a hand engraving tool .  Naturally,  whrn any posi
tion on a plate is  gone over and rrcut the de.;ign i s  differe i t  from thr rel i e f  
from w h i c h  it  \\" a s  transferrrcl .  and of  c o urse a l s o  is  cliffPren t f r o m  t h e  d i e  
design.  

( d) Erasure . This  is a term applied t o  ( • ertain a lterations made in  a design 
on a plate and genera l ly occurs i n  thP fi n a l  fin ish i n g  of t h e plate d u r i 1 1 g  t h e  
burnish ing process. F i n e  l i n e s  form ing t h r  o utside p a r t s  o f  t h e  design c a n  b e  
erased o r  removed from the surface of t h e  plate b y  t h e  b u rn is h ing t oo l .  [ 1 1 -
tentional erasures were made on seYera l One  Cent  pla t es a n d  such erasures al 
tered some of the Yarious positions on the plate ,  and of tourse the s t amps 
printed from those positions, from one type to another .  O n  another plate unin 
tentional erasures were made, bnt these were not suffi c i e n t  to change t h e  type 
characteristic .  When a steel plate is  not too thick ,  complete erasures of a design 
can be accomp lished by laying the p l atP face down on a h a rd an d h igh l y  polished 
surface and then raising the sun ken l inPs of the design to  the surface of the 
plate by " knocking th e plate up , "  by h a m mering from the back,  at the de.sired 
point of erasure, so that it can properly be erased. The efficiency of this meth od 
depends on the thickness of th e  plat e for when a p l ate  is too thick the d e ; ign 
must be cut away from the normal surface with a burnish i ng tool .  

Ty pe I A .  
P l zi b e  4. 

Re l , e. f  . E .  
Tu,. 5ubType I •  A C ro.>.> B e b w e e  A Typ"

IIr Or A filA, And A Type IA The Top Of The. Btump Confor01s To Th e Ch.or"cl-er 1:ibc.� Of Al!Th re.• Types, But The B o t t o m  Por� · 

I� More. C O M P L E T E  Th � n  Typu ill Or . ;; mA. Ancl O n l y  5 1 , � h t !y Less Co.,,p l•t� ' I'll 
ThM Ty pe I A . 

_ � '  

Flirare 142. Example o f  Relief Trimming. Filrnre 143. Exam ple of Sllort Transfer. 
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.After an erasure, a new transfer ( called a " F'resh Entry " )  can be made, 
but the erasure m ust be very carefully done or t ra ces of the original entry will 
appear on the stamps printed from :mch era�ed posit ions.  This is  one of the 
origins of a ' ' Double T ransfer. ' '  

Figure 1 44 .  Exnm1>le of Reeuttlng. 

PLATE 

a t" R O W. 
Rehef ShodAt 
Botlom,Due To 
PlateErasure. 

Figure 1 45 .  Exnmple of Plate Erasure. 

. .  

Fl&'are 146. A. beautiful block showin&" various recuta in the oater top -4 bottom Uneti. 
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The Types of th e  One Cent 1 85 1  Sta m ps 
There are seven types of these stamps as l isted in the " United States 

Stamp Catalogue. " They are named Type I ,  Type Ia ,  Type lb,  Type II ,  Type 
III, Type Illa, and Type IV. All of course are imperforate. There is another 
variety that might possibly be said to deserve catalog listing, called Type le by 
Ashbrook, and about which information will be presented here. 

The illustrations that follow are by Ashbrook. 

Let t  Top 0 1'n a me n ts R�hlTopOrnament.s. �\ \� v\ r1op1L1 nl \ jw pf_ /. 
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As can be seen from the excellent illustration of the die proof shown above, 
the engraving on this stamp is truly remarkable. When it is realized that the 
illustration is about 4 times the natural size, the remarkable ability of the 
engraver becomes evident. As a matter of fact, the engraver 's work was a bit 
too delicate because every position on the plate was recut, almost certainly 
before the plate was put to use. 



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 1 1 1  

Type I ( Scott 5 ,  M inkus 3 )  

Type  I .  

7 R lE. 

Flgur .. 1 4S. Drnwlng of Type 1 Jm perfornte. Figure 149. Drawing of Type 1 Perforate 
f I·ont P l a t e  12 .. 

Your particular attention is called to the fact that Type I imperforate exists 
only as shown in the i llustration and that it always bears the strong double 
transfer that is  made clear in the drawing. This type comes only from the 
single position 7RI E (position 7 on the right pane of Plate I in  the early 
state of the plate ) . The Type I perforated, which is illustrated for purposes 
of comparison with the imperforate, comes only from Plate 1 2 .  It should be 
thoroughly understood that none of the 99 positions on Plate 1 2  that produced 
perforated Type I stamps had a double transfer ident ical to  the double trans
fer on position 7RIE from which the imperforate type I stamp was produced. 

Fakers are constantly trying to pass off various items as the true Type I 
imperforate, and since some of these are very similar to the real item, it follows 
that in the purchase of expensive stamps of this nature it  certainly is wise to 
pay an expert a fee for his examination of the item. A few dollars invested in  
the services of a qualified expert certainly is money well spent. 

Figure 150. 6, 7 RlE In n pnlr. The right stn m p  is type 1 .  ( Ex - N e w b u r y  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
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Mr. Ashbrook had the following to say regarding Type I :  ' ' All stamps from 
Pla te 12 show the dot in the white border surrounding the  medallion on the 
left side. This dot is a lso found on all of the 100 stamps from the 1875 ' R<'print 
Plate . ' It is not found on any of the imperf orate One Cent Stamps .  Qnite 
frequently I have imperforate stamps submitted to me for examination which 
are claimed to be Type I.  As only one position produced a n  imperforate stamp 
that was a Type I ,  the well known 7RI E ,  any imperforate 8tamp 8Upposed ·� o 
be a Type I would h ave to be from this p osition 011 the plate.  I f  one canno t 
identify the ch aracteristics  of this stamp from the  i l lustrations p resented in this 
book it  is well to remember that the great maj ority of  supposed copies of 7RIE 
are nothing more than doctored p roofs from the 1875  Reprint plate . All  of 
these show the secret dot at the left .  Therefore, if  one h as a stam p  he believes 
may be a Type I ,  it cannot be a 7RIE if it shows the secret dot . If it is n ot from 
position 7RIE it is not an imperforate Type I . " 

A brief description of the Type I stamps is that they contain the original 
full and complete design as shown on the  original die .  This means that the top 
of the stamp shows the complete right and l e ft ornaments as well as the com
plete top line ; the side ornaments are complete ; and the right and left ful l 
plumes, the right and left ball, and the bottom l ine are all complete.  

The imperforate Type I ,  we again repeat for emphasis, comes only from 
one position, 7R on Plate One, during the original or ' ' E arly ' ' state of the plate. 
It is a very rare item as can be indicated by the fact that at the time of this 
writing, ( 1947 ) ,  only about 40 copies are known to exist. This is  about one 
stamp for every 750 of this type believed to have been printed. 

The finest Type I item known is the famous " Newbury Cover " which we 
are privileged to i llustrate . As is well known , the Saul Newbury Col lection 
presented a magnificent array of nearly every United States stamp but his collec
tion of the One Cent 1851-57 stamps was truly world famous. It  is not the fact 
that this collection contained all the varieties , the rare as well as the common ones, 
in profusion , that strike the skilled phil atelist for he had seen such things before. 
What did excite his everlasting admiration was th e  never-ceasing parade of 
SUPERB items he saw before him. The remarkable cover illustrated here is a 
fair sample of the kind of items, and the  quality, of the items that was found 
throughout the Newbury Collection. 

Fl&"Ure l�l. The famous Newbur7 '7Rl E cover. ( Ex-Newbury collection ) .  
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This cover was a equi red by Mr. �ewbury at the first sale of the l ate Judge 
Robert S.  Emerson collection . An aceurate deseription of i t  is as follows : A 
superb st rip of t h ree,  consist ing of Type I ,  Type l B ,  Type IB ,  used on J uly 5 ,  
1 8 5 1 ,  j ust four days after issue . Superb color and impre .;. ;ion, l ightly c a n 
celled with bri l l iant  red gridirons,  and on a neat cle.rn eon•r which has a clear 
cut circular red p ostmark ' '  H ichmond,  Va. J ul 5. ' '  

I :  
�), ! 

- �·· · : . · . . . .  :-.•
. 
�·· . · . . . . . $� ·· · 

' '. '. • t : t > �-
- --

. • . J : . ; a .:..-- .. "- ,,., 
" . 

(', � .  
-�7 V)r,:.? · p- .L<._. : 

,· 

Figure 1 52. A n o t lu.--r bt"n. u t i f u l  t y 1u.• l on e o \.·er,  t»osi t ions G. ;, ,..,ll.1 1<�. ( E x - K r u g  t' O l l e l' t i o n ) .  

F i gure 1 53. 'l'he strip of 7, 8 ltRl E  on tile cover shown in I l lu stra ti on F i gure 150. 
Shades : Blue ,  pale blue ,  dark blue .  

Varieties : Double transfer ( al l  of  these stamps have a double transfer ) .  

Plates : Plate One Early.  

Cancellations : Black, blue,  red. 

Cancellation varieties : Black town,  Blue town, Red town, Red "Paid. " 

Quantity issued Estimated at 3 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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Type l a  ( Scott 6, M i nkus 4 )  

Tjpe IA. 

Figure l :'i4. Drawing o f  lA Design. Figure Ui6. Draning of lA showing "curl" 
variety. 

Type Ia stamps have the complete design at the bottom as is the case of 
the Type I stamps, but the top ornaments and outer line at the time is partially 
cut away. True Type Ia stamps always have the flaw shown in the i l lustra
tion but not all stamps having this flaw are Type la .  Type Ia stamps come 
only from the bottom row of both panes of Plate Four and are found imperf
orate in the 1 8 5 1  issue and perforate in the 1857 issue. There are a few posi
tions on the plate that show an unbroken wavy line at the top and this blurred 
wavy line may be mistaken for an unbroken top line.  Actually this is not the 
top line but i t  is  a burr caused by the transfer and erasures on certain positions 
on the plate. 

Figure 136. Very rare Mtrl p  of 3 'l'ype l A  eaneelled with "Chicopee Star." 
, E x - Ne w b u r y  c o l l e c t i o n ) . 
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J" i gu r <'  1 :'i7 .  ...-\ b e a u t i f u l  exnn1 1•Ie of 
'l'Y1>e IA. 

Shades : Dark blue, blue .  
Varieties : " Curl on shoulder" ( 9 7 L  IV ) .  
Plates: Plate IV. 
Cancellations : Black ,  blue.  

F i i:; u r  .. l :>S. A r .. m u rkable strip of three, ( YJ)('N l l l A .  l l l A ,  und lA. 

Cancellation varieties : Black carrier , Red Carrier. 
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Type I B  ( Scott o b ,  M i nkus  5 )  

Type I B .  

8 RI E .  

Type I B . 

3 R I E. 

F i µ;11 1°l'- JUO. 

F igure 161 . A fine t '  1•e l H on :i F l rN t  Day c; . , ,. ,. ,  . .  

Type lb came only from 6 positions on Plate One E a rly.  O f  these positions 
6RIE and 8 R I E  are the best examples, w h i l e  3RI E ,  4RI E ,  5H I E ,  and 9RIE are 
the less distinct examples and they han less t h a n  h a l f  of the n lue of 6RIE and 
8RI E .  T h e  differences i n  the stamps from th e  better positions and th e less dis
tinct positions occur at the bottom of t h e  de.sign for all  these stamps a re com plete 
at the top as is Type I .  T h e  bo ttom of t h e  design is nearly complete on 6RIE and 
8RI E but in  neither case i�  th ere eYer fon n d  a stamp with both the right and 
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left full plumes complete. 'l'he 1mme is true of the less distinct positions except 
that  more of the bottom design is missing from these 4 positions than is the 
case with 6RIE and 8RIE .  'fhe illustrations show these differences to ad
Yantage. 

In the Kelleher sale of Oct. 19, 1937 ,  a Type lb ( 5RI E )  was sold which 
was tied by a red grid to a printed circular dated June 30, 1851 .  'l'he  cancel 
was July 1 and t his was a First Day usage of the kind of cover over which any 
true philatelist can really enthuse. 

F' i�; u rt" lH!!. 'J' h i s  i s  n rt"1u n rk;1 h l e  t111ust•d irreg: u l n r b ! o c k  o f  S front 11o s i t i o u s  ·1R l l� tu 9H l f<� a n ti 1 4  n ntl t an.I E  "· h h· h  eontn i n s  n o  1t"ss t h n n  :> e o 1• i t> s  o t'  t y 1 • e  l ll  i n  11-01 d t i o n i.1  4, :;,  G,  !'\, OR I E .  7'HIE I n  t h e  :i h o Y e  I t e m  I s  of <'onrse 'l'YI><' J nhi l  .. 1 4R l E  .-u1d t:>RIE nr.-'l'yJ>t"' I I  . 

. Fi.;ure IU:� .  'l' he t n· o  stu .1u1>s 011 t h e  r i i.;;h t  of t h i s  strit> nre t y 1te l B . Po s i t i onw arie ; ,  S, ORI E  s o  tht" left st:1 111 1• i s  a 'ry1>e 1 .  

Shades : Blue , 1ia l e  b l u e ,  dark blue .  

Yarietie,� . D<JUble transfer  ( 3 R IE ) ,  

Plates : Plate O n e  E arly.  

Cancellations : Black,  blue,  red.  

Cancellation varieties : Blue town.  
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Type l e  

F l �·ure J U!>.  .·\ ;;;o o d  P x a nqtl e  of t h i s  sc:n·l·e ty1•�.  

This type is not recognized by Scott 's but it is an important variety. It 
quite often is mistaken for Type la so we feel that it should be shown here. The 
i l lustration is of position 96R IV and shows not only type le but the variety 
" Curl in C of Cent . " This type is the same as type la at the top and is simi
lar  t o Type Ia at the bottom except that the right full plume is only about half 
complete and the right ball is only partially complete. The left full plume is 
complete or very near!�· complete and the left ball may be complete or only 
partially complete.  This type came only from plate Four and was produced 
from only 8 posit ions of that plate so it can be seen that it is scarce and de
sirable. 

Since those copies of this variety that have the flaw so closely resemble the 
Type IA stamps they are often offered as the more valuable IA.  These items 
exist with expert painting done on the Right Ball and the Right Scroll and as 
such they are dangerous fakes. 

The best examples of th is type show the Right Ball almost complete but 
poorer examples show this ball no more than half or l ess complete . 
Shades : Dark b l u e ,  b lue .  

Varieties : " C u rl in  C of Cent"  ( 9 6 R IV ) 

Plates : Plate  IV.  

Cam·ellations :  Black 

Cancellation Yarieties : Black town. 
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Type I I  ( Scott 7 ,  M in kus 6 )  
This stamp came from Plate One Early, Plate One Late, Plate 'l'wo, Plate 

Three, and Plate Four. The principal distinguishing characteristics of Type 
II are that the top line is always complete, the top ornaments may be comp lete 
or they may be partially cut away, the bottom line is always complete, and 
the little balls of the bottom scrolls am! the bottom of the lower p lume orna
ments are missing. 

Fig·ure 1 66 .  T h i s  1• hoto not o n l y  1d1o"·s the charuct e r h J t i t· s  of the 'l'>·1•e JI s t a 1n 1•s b ut i s  :1 re-n1arkahlt" t"xa1uple o f  tilt" " B i a=,· P: :.. t t"  '11 \Y O  F h t "·· · ·  
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In the Hind Sale, conducted by Chas. J. Phillips on Nov. 20-24, 1933, there 
was sold an unused sheet of 100 of Type II .  It had a full imprint and Plate 
No. 2 on the right, full margins, but was without gum. 

Numerous double transfers have been discovered including ' ' double trans
fer, one inverted, "  ( 7 1 L  IE ) ,  and " Triple transfer, one inverted, ' '  ( 81L IL 
and 9 1 L  IE ) .  Positions 2L, 12L, 13L, and 23I., of Plate 2 have what is com 
monly known as the ' ' Big Crack ' '  although Ashbrook preferred to call this ' ' The 
Big Plate Two Flaw. " In Volume One of his work on these stamps he offered 
an excellent explanation of the probable manner in which this defect was 
brought about. This defect in the plate was so noticeable that it is a wonder 
that the stamps produced from it ever were accepted by the government. 

In addition to the " Big Crack " or " Big Plate Flaw " on Plate II ,  there 
wne a number of surface cracks on Plate I I I  which also produced Type II 
stamps. It should be understood that these were often fine lines that can some
times be seen only with the aid of a magnifying glass. It  is highly probable that 
these small surface cracks originated in the hardening process rather than dur
ing the life of the plate.  

Figure 1 6 7 .  The center sta1up sl1o"·s th e  expertn1 e11t n l  " Ch icago Perforation." 

}Me d 
Ju ly 1 1  1 t S 1  

Figure lflR. .\ fine .. trl r> o f  'l'YP<' I I  s b o \\' l n g· t h e  searce P h l l a d e l 1> h i u  cnnct'llntlon. 
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Fla;•rt> t•o. A n  �xtrn or d i nn r,- Y a ! entine eo\·l"r heari ng· n 1utir u n d  2 s i n gles o f  'r ype I I  
a n d  a 1U1 lr < ' f  'l'y[lt> I l l A .  ( E x - J � ff t" l ' � o n  J o n e s e o l l e et i o n ) .  

\VhPn T oppan . Carp e n t e r  & Company rel'.eiYed a perforat ing machine from 
E ngl and in 1856  it  is  bel ieved that t he�· experi mented w ith i t  and t hat th e so
<·alled ' ' Ch i cago Perforations ' '  arP a r�sult of their experim ents . The name 
given to t h is particul ar p erforat ion is dnP t o the fact that most known cop ies 
bearing this p erforation . which measures about 12%, are know n  used from 
C hicago. On the One Cent stamp they hnve been found on Type II st amps from 
P late Two and T�-pe lV stamps from Plate One Late .  ThP on!�· other denomi
n ation of stamps upon which this pPrforation has been found n p  to  th is writing 
is the Three Cent. About twenty used cop ies of tht T hrep Cent have been 
found. Stamp s  bea ring this perforat ion a r e  known used as Parl�r as .July 14, 
1856 and as late as January 22 and p ossibl�· January 23 ,  1857 .  Care should be 
exercised in  the purchase of these p articul a r items as c l ever fakPs are known 
to exist. 

Shade11 : B l u e ,  p a l e  b l u e ,  dark b l u e .  

Varieties : Dou b l e  transfer , doubl e transfe r , o n e  i n v e r t e d  ( 7 l L  IE ) ,  T r i p l e  transfer ,  
one inverted ( 8 1 L  I L  a n d  9 1 L  IE ) ,  Cracked plate ( 2 L ,  1 2 L,  1 3 L, 2 3 L ,  
3 3 L . Plate I I ) .  Perforated 1 2 112 ( u nofficia l ) .  

Platf'fS : Plate One Early ,  Plate O n e  Lat e ,  Plate Two , Plate Three ,  Plate Four .  

Cancellation s :  Bla c k ,  b l u e ,  red ,  magenta , u l trama r in e . green.  

Cancel lation va.rietie!; : " Paid , "  "Way , "  " Steam , "  Numerals ,  Rai l road,  Steamboat , 
B l a c k  C arrier,  Red Carrier .  U. S. Exp ress Mail ,  Precancelled 
" Paid , "  1 8 5 5  yea r date ,  1 8 5 6  year date ,  1 8 5 7  year date,  
1 8 5 8  year date .  
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Figure 170. le Ty11e II used t o  pny the elreulnr rnt e  t o earry the S a n  Franelseo N ews 
Letter from B e nleln , Cul. t o  Ohio .  A spaee Inside thnt was reserved for personal m essages 
was not used henee the l e  Clreular rnth t"r than the lOe ra te. Courtt"sy 'Vm. 0 .  Bilden. 
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Type I l l  ( Scott 8 ; M i nkus 7 )  

Figure 1 1 1 .  Figure 172. 

Figure 1 7 3. FIJ:ttre 174. 

Type III  stamps came from Plate One Early, Plate I I ,  and Plate IV. In 
this  type both the top and bottom lines are broken but the width of the break 
in the lines occurs in varying degree. In order to show these differences, sev
eral i l lustrations are shown here. 



Figure 175. A remarkable Item eontu l u l ng t h e  rare Ty11e I I I  from DllR2. 
( Ex - Newbury Collection ) .  
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Figure 176.  This I s  n fi n e  exu 111 1•l e  of 'Fype I l l  and it eo111es front position 66R4. 

Figure 177. 'l' y pe III.  

As has been noted, the finest Type I I I  comes from 99R2.  As of 1966 ,  Scott 
lists this at $600 but a superb copy sold in a February, 1966  " Rarity Sale " by 
Robert A. Siegel at just double that figure . I reall:v don 't like t o  quote prices 
as they soon become obsolete .  Prices that appPar h i gh today seem l ow very 
soon . 

It should be noted that the side ornaments of the stamps must be complete 
for this type othnwise is quite similar in appearance to Type V stamps of the 
1857 i ssue that are d iscussed and illustrated further along i n  this chapter .  The 
Type V stamps do not have complete ornaments at the  sides but are similar  to 
Type III stamps at top and bottom. Since they sometimes come with margins 
so large it is possible by trimming off the perforations to create the appearance 
of an imperforate stamp. fakers often do this and then t r�· t o  pass the stamp 
as a T�·pe III imperforate .  

The finest example of T�·pe TII  is the famous 99R II ,  ( p osition 99  on the 
Right Pane of Ulate Two ) , and we i l lustrate a rPmarkable example of this 
item. It  is  a very rare and desirable  stamp and is rnlued at  about four t imes 
as much as are the other Type T I I  stamps \\·hich in themselves are rare items. 

Shades : Blue, pale  b l u e ,  dark b lue .  

Varieties : I n  a pair  with  Type I l la .  

Plates : Plate  Two,  Plate  Four .  

Cancellations : Black,  b lue .  

Cancellation varieties : Red Carrier ,  Black Carrier ( Plate  F o u r ) .  
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Type I l l a ( Scott SA, M inkus 8 )  

+-- T R A c E .S  
F i g·ure 1 ; s .  Drn,,·f n g· of Ty1> e  l l l A  s h o n· i 11 g  b r t• n k  n t  t o 1> but con11>l ete n t  Bottoni 

Figure 17H. A fine ex:a 111 1>le of T y 1>e I l l A  "· I t h  outerl i11e eon11>Iete nt t o 1> b u t  l>roken 
n t bottom. 

Figure 180. A n i ce shnrp Ty11e Illn from Plnte 4 used o n  n clrculnr from Mlnneu11olls. 
Minn. to Rochester, N. Y. Courtesy 'Vm. O. B lhl e n .  



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 127 

Type Illa came from plate One Early, Plate II,  and Plate IV. I t  i s  simi
lar to Type III  but the outer line is broken at the top or at the bottom but 
both l ines are not broken on the same stamp.  The top and bottom ornaments 
general ly are very incomplete .  Ce rtain stamps may show traces of the turned 
under balls of the bottom scrolls but these mere traces do not entitle such stamps 
to be put into any Type I sub-type classification . Nearly all Type Illa  stamps 
show the break in the top line rather than in the bottom line, hence in  sh owing 
examples of th is type in a specialized collection, it is wel l  t o  show both varieties .  

Shades : B l u e ,  d a r k  blue,  pale  b l u e  ( P l a t e  I E ) .  

Varieties : Triple transfer,  one  inverted ( 8 l L  I E ) .  

Plates : Plate one E arly ,  Plate Two ,  Plate Four .  

Cancellations : Black ,  b l u e ,  re rt .  
Cancellation varieties : " P a i d , "  B l a c k  C a rri e r , R e d  C a r r i e r .  

Type IV ( Scott 9, M i n kus 9 )  

F i gure 1 8 1 .  This i n terestin�· 1u1 i r  sllon·s both 'l'y1>e I I  .n n d  rry1>e I \·.  IHts i t i o ns ·1 a n d  r, R l L· ,  
th e  rig;ht stnn1 1• b ef n �· re(• n t  onee . n t  t h e  b o t t o n 1 .  

Type IV comes only from P late One Late.  Appa rently about May, 1852 ,  i n  
an attempt to  imp roYe Plate One,  ( in t h e  original state of  t h e  p late  \Ye call it 
Plate  Onr Earl�· ) , 1 9 9  posi tion s  on the p l ate were rrcut . and in addit ion , many, 
and perhaps all ,  positions wrre rr-enterr d .  I n  these 1 99 recut positions we find 
crrta in variations of recutt ing since this work was all  done by hand. No two 
posit ions were identically recut a l though the differences may be so small as to 
be difficult t o  detect . There are four illustrations of the rnrious kinds of re
cutting i llustrated here but these do not cover all of the Yariations. 1 1 3  posi
tions on the plate had both top and bottom lines recut ,  40 positions had only 
the top line recut, 8 positions had only the bottom linr recut, 1 1  positions had a 
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l<'igure 1 8!!. Drnwlng showing l o cutions of vnrious kinds of recuts. The Ntrength of the 
recuts ls of eourse exnggernted. 

double  recut at the bottom, 4 positions had a double rccut at the top and a 
single line recut at the bottom, and 2 p ositions had a double recut at the top 
and a double recut at the bottom. Your attention is  cal led to the positions of 
the lines of the do11ble recuts as they are shown in the illustration. The only 
position i n  the entire plate that was not recut was 4R but even this position, 
which produced Type lb stamps during the life of the plate i n  its original state, 
( wh ich as has been noted before is  known as P l ate One E arly ) , produced Type 
I I  stamps during the l ife of Plat<' One Late. It was not recut but i t  was 
rf'entered and its type was chang<'d to T�·pe T I .  Many, a n d  perhaps all,  o f  the 
other positions on the p l at<'  were reentered and all  except 4R, or a total of 199  
o u t  of t h e  200 positions on t h e  p l at e , were rrcut .  I n  t h i s  second state, or con
dition , of the  plate,  known as Plate One Late, it is  thus possible to  find the 
Type I I  stamp from position 4RIT� in a pair with a Type IV stamp for every 
stamp that adj oins 4RITi ,  ( 3RIL,  5RUi, 1-lRl L ) , is  a T�·pe IV. Such items are 
desirable and are worth ten times as much as a normal pair of Type IV stamps.  

Advanced collectors l ike to h aYe at lea' t one example of each type of rf'cut 
as illustrated i n  Figure 1 82 "·h ile  coll ectors who h ave truly earned the right 
to be called ' ' Specialists ' '  of this stam p make a real effort to obtain a copy 
from each posit ion aYailable to th em .  
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Figure 183. T h e  layout of Plate O n e  L u t e  s ltowlng t h e  locution of th e  various recuts, 
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· �  .. : "': 

- �- ; : 

l N ot. - B otto r"l""I R e. c: u t  
Figure 184. D r.uu·ing sho,ving traces o f  Inv erted 'rrunsfer o n  Ty1>e IV. 

F i gu re 185. D rawing showing traces of I nverted Double Trans fer o n  'rype IV. 

Recap of Recut Varieties 

R e c u t  once at top and once at botto m ,  1 1 3  on plate.  

Recut  once at  top,  40 on  plate .  

Recut  once a t  top a n d  twice at bottom ,  21 on  plate .  

Recut twice at botto m ,  1 1  o n  plate .  

Recut once at  bottom , 8 on  plate .  

Recut  once at  bottom and twice at top ,  4 o n  plate .  

Recut  twice a t  bottom and twice at  top ,  2 o n  plate .  

Pair ,  one sta m p  n o t  rec u t ; 4 R l  with 3 R l ,  4 R l  with 5 R l ,  4 R l  with 1 4 R l .  

I n  the Kel leher Sale o f  Dec .  4, 1 943 there was sold a remarkable Type IV 
block of 82 from the l eft pane of Plate One Late .  This item was from the Wm. 
C .  Michaels Co l l ection. 

Shades :  Blue,  pa le  blue,  dark blue. 

Varieties : Double  transfer ; double  transfer,  one inverted ( 7 1 L  I L )  ; triple transfer, 
one inverted ( 8 1 L  I L  and 9 1 L  I L ) ,  Cracked plate ,  perforated 1 2 1h  ( un
official ) .  

Cancellations :  Black,  b l u e ,  red ,  u l tramarine ,  brown , gree n ,  violet .  

Cancellation varieties : " Paid , "  " U .  S .  PAID. " "Way , "  "Free , "  " S team , "  Rail
road,  Numerals ,  Steamboat ,  Steamship,  R e d  C arrier,  Black 
Carrier ,  U .  S .  Express Mail ,  Express  Company cancellation ,  
Packet  Boat , precancel led " Paid . '  1 8 5 3 ,  1 8 5 5 , 1 8 5 6  or 
1 8 5 7  yea r date. 

,. 



Ch apter X 

TH E TH R E E  CENT STAM P O F  1 85 1  

( Scott 1 0  & 1 1 , M i nkus 1 0  & 1 1 )  

F i gure 186. A fi n e  mint blo<"k of 1 5 .  

Xo stamp . not even the  One Cent Stamp of this same issue, has been more 
intensively studied than the Three Cent stamp of 1 8 5 1 .  Dr. C arroll Chase was 
the man who did most of the  studying, and. as is well-known, he  was one of our 
truly great phi latelic students. His studies on the early stamps of  the U. S. and 
of the earl.'· stamps of France are classics.  His studies on the 3c 1 85 1 -57 resulted 
in his writing the great book " The 3c Stamp of tlw United St ates 1 85 1 - 1 8 5 7  
Issue ' '  and h e  became so c l osely associated with the stamp that t he \\·ords 
' ' Chase ' '  and ' ·  3c '5 1 's ' '  are inseparably l inked t ogether .  Dr. Chase always 
did everything possible to help anyone who i s  intr1·rsted in philatel�· an d fol low
ing h i s  usual custom he most kindly gave the \\Titrr carte blanche to draw from 
his work on thr 3c. The bulk of such information as is  p resented here was 
takrn directly from his writings. 

Stamps from P l ate IE in  orange br0\n1 are known used on the first day of 
issue , July 1, 1 85 1 .  

Thi s  stamp. thr  !ic 1 8 5 1 .  \ms issurd to  pay  the  singlr l etter ra t e  of 3c for 
any distance not rxceeding 3 , 000 miles,  drop letters rxcrpted as  their rate was 
le ,  with single lettrrs being defined as 1!:! ounce 01' lrss. a 11 as proYidecl in the 
Act of March 3.  1 85 1 ,  the drta i l s  of wh ich \\·rre giwn in a p revious clrnptrr of 
th is  book. The 3c rate therefore applird to  all  orclinar�· l etters mailed from 
on e point to another throughout the countr�- . except ing those that passed be
tween thr East and ·west coasts. \\·hich in most cases j ust rxceeded 3000 miles. 
Unti l  it  was changrd on March 3 .  1855, thr rate for single lettrrs trawl ing more 
than :-moo milrs \\·as 6c and t h is naturall _,. produced a considrrable number of 
used pairs of the 3c 1 85 1 .  'l'hrsr used pairs \\' P l"P a great help in  thr remarkable 
plat ing \\·ork clone by Dr. Chase .  

Nine plates ,  numbered 1 thrn 8 ,  with another plate braring no plate 1rnm
ber but which commonly is  ca l l rd  " Plate O . " \\'P rr usrd to  prmlul"e this stamp . 
Dr.  Chasr rrconstructed a l l  of these plates and in  his book on the stamp he 
gave detailrd information regarding· them. It i s  obvious that only a frw such 

131  
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details can be covered in this book. Students who ·wish to make a detailed 
study of the stamp wi l l find the Chase book an absolute necessity, for here we 
can do little more than indicate the most important varieties. 

Figure 187. S t a m 11 s  showi ng th e  11 l a t e  number are rare. 

F i g u re 1 8S.  B l oc k  cont a i n i n g  1•o s i t i o n s  7-l, 84, 94L!lr� s h o ll· iug cracked u l a t e .  
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Figure 1811. T h i s  Is n c o m p l e t e  Right Pnn e  f r o m  P i u t e  3. It ls b e l i e v e d  that only three 
•m<"h 1111 11 es now exist. Sale price F eb., 1006, $17.00. Courtesy Robert A .  Siegel. 
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Figure 1 00. T h i s  letter I s  1luted S avannah, Nov. 16. Apparen t l y  It was mu lled direct with 
tlle 1<hlp "Augusta" bearing a U. S .  Mull Contract. Photo by A shbrook. 

Fig;ure 1 9 1 .  The Interesting 1•orti o11 of this letter i s  t h e  n 1 u r k i n g  "Due 4'*. A s h b rook 
M ur111 i sed that this n h S h i 1• Letter" ofl' of a 11 0 11-eontrnct 1•rf,·nte s h i I• ·  rnte'l U H  :.:C S h i 1» 
Fee pi n s  5e as u n 1u1 i cl  for .u t o t n l  of it•. Cred i t  ,,· us gh' e n  for t h e  3c stn n1 1> on t h e  c o ,·er 

leaving 4c due. Photo by Ashbrook 
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F i gure lO!:. A fi n e  1u1 ir n·i t h  n "Sten111 S h i p "  Cnncel l n t i o n. 

This stamp is one of the most common stamps found on our early Terri
torial covers but any of t hese stamps struck with a 'l'erritorial postma rk is a 
desirable item. One of the scarte Territorial covers known to me i s  one from 
" Eagletown, Ark . " mailed April 2nd, 1 8 5 6  to  Washington, D. C. At the t ime 
this area was in the Choctaw Nation which in  turn was a part of Indian Terri
tory. This cover , and other Territorial covers are described in ' ' United States 
Territorial Mails ' ' , by Gaspare Signorel l i  in the .J une, 1 9 64 Postal H istory 
Journal . 

The magnitude of the  work of Dr. Chase is in dicated when one realizes that 
in these nine imperforate plates there were 1800 stamps, some of them in seYeral 
states of the p late , all of which could have been id t>nt ified by Dr. Chase. 

The identification of individual stamps i s  made possib le , to beginners in 
some cases,  but only to experts in  others ,  principal ly  by the fact that there 
was a great deal of recutting on these stamps and this recutting, plus other 
plating marks, is so varied that proper identification of the position of each 
stamp h as been made possible thru the work of Dr. Chase. It is a remarkable 
fact that every one of the 1800 posi t ions on th e  nine 3c 1851 plates was recut 
to  a minimum of at least two frame lines. 

Any student who is  at all interested in th is  stamp will find it necessary 
to know the names by "·hich the  various portions of the  design are known and 
t o  that end the diagram shown h rre : ·honld be giwn ea rnest considPration.  

Also given h ere is a dicigram i nditat ing- the portions of the design that 
were recut and it is worth careful stnd�r .  

The recntt ing that  ca n be considered n ormal on the stamps is all recntt ing 
that corrt>cted. or attem pted to  corrt>ct ,  the  'walowss of any port ion of  the 
design . T h is of course inclnclPs t he recntti11g of the frame l ines,  l abel  b locks, 
the diamond blocks, the recutting- in the triangles, and the recutting of the l ines 
on the bust. 
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F i µ;ure lll:i. Inner line reeut nt l t• f t. 
F i g u re llHI. 1 l i ne r eent 111•11er l eft t r i a n g·le. 

Fig·ure 197. 
F igure t llS. 

Fig;ure U)9. 
F i gu r e  200. 

, -� ' 

2 Jines recut Ult)tt"r l e f t  t r i a n ;:; l e .  
3 l i n es recut uitr�er l e f t  1 r i ;1 11�· l e.  

c�.-. _ , . � ,  . _  th .._, .,.1,.. 
_,,_, . ,./. ,/  • .  _.£, � . .,,_., ,t:._,,. f'L . ..,., •• .,, 

5 l i nes 1·e c u t  U IJ J H � r  l t· f t  t ri a u �· J e .  
1 l i n e  r e c u t  l o \\·t·r l' i �· h  t t r i : t  n µ; l e .  
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Figure 201 . 1 l i ne recut u p 1>er right t rhmgl e. 
Flg;ure !!02. l l i ne reeut J on·er l e ft triangle.  

F i gure 203. 
F i gure 204. 

1 extra line outside right frame l i n e. 
2 extra Hues outside l eft ft·21 111e l i ne.  

L__. .. t · .... ,.,. � · P .... , . ... "·� -�"' 

F i gure 205. "Three Cents" variety, position 66R2·L . 
F igure 206. Line thru "Three Cents" a n d  rosette doub l e, 11 osltlon 92J.ll,. 
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Figure 207. Rrcut B u s t ,  1•osi t i o n  ··l''i R H .  
F i g u 1·e ::o�. R t> (• u t  B u t t o n .  1•osi1 io n  I O R !! I . .  

F i g· u r e  2-09. ll e e u t  B u s t ,  1•o s i t i o n  47H. O .  
F i g u r e  2 1 0 .  R i �· b t  stnn1 1J slun,·s H e <• n t  D u tt o n .  

F i gure 2 1 1 .  
Figure 212. 

1 extrn line ou t s i d e  left frn111 e J i n e .  
A d d e d  conth1 11 011!ii l hu• a t  t h e  1·h:;ht. 
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Many errors of recutting are to be found and an examination of a quantity 
of the stamps will reveal such errors. Examples of errors of recutting, to name 
a few, are : ( 1 )  Any one of the frame lines running too far beyond the corner ; 
( 2 )  Frame lines failing to meet at any one of the four corners ; ( 3 )  Any one 
or more of the frame lines crooked ; ( 4) Any of the four frame lines split ; ( 5 )  
Label block and diamond block joined ; ( 6 )  Inner l ine running u p  or down too 
far. These are some of the errors of recutt ing that can be found on the stamps. 

As stated before, it is  our belief that most col lectors who read this book 
are principally interested in such varieties as a re considered of such importance 
that they have been list ed in  the catalog commonly known as " The 1: .  S .  
Specialized, ' '  and for that reason such varieties,  th roughout t h is book , will  be 
given as much emphasis as  possib le .  It would indeed be nice if  this book could 
be a veritab le encyclopedia of  information , in  ''"hich eYery particle of informa
tion could be noted, but it is  not i ntended that t h i.s shoul d  be such a 'rnrk . All 
who wish to know the ult imate about l' .  S .  stamps must dig deep!? for infor
mation and they should obtain,  and most thoroughly stud�-, such detailt>d works 
as may exist on the stamps they wish t o  master .  Furthermore, intensiYe a ppli
cation of the knowledge that can be gained from such books must be made before 
the subj ect can be mastt>red. Few collectors haYe the n ecessary materi a l ,  t ime. 
or incl inat ion to go furthn than t o  become able t o  ident i fy t h t>  maj or va rietit>" 
of their stamps and it  is with this in mind.  and for such co llectors, that  this book 
i s  written. 

\Yhile the paper from which this stamp 'ms printed rnries to a considerable 
extent , the paper on "·hi c h  the bulk of the stamps were printed 'ms a "·hi tt>  
wove machine-made paper of excellent qualit�- . It  is  probable that some hanc1-
made paper 'ms used, some copies having bet>n nott>d that  ''"ere of  var�·ing 
thickness on single stamps wh ich is a common indicat ion of handmade p a per .  
was proved by Dr. C hase that  some of  t h e  stamps wert> printed on  paper t h at 
was part India .  Chase stated th a t  the normal  thickness of t h e  paper used for 
the stamp "·as  about . 003 inches but he found examples printed on paper a s  
thick as .005 inches and as  thin as .002 inches .  'fh e  paper was not water
marked although ' ' stitc h  watermarks , ' '  ''"ere caused b�· th e impressions left in 
the moist paper pulp as  the pulp was carried from the vat on the cloth belt . 
The thread stitches t h at j oined the belt into a continuous band ''"ere impressed 
in the paper pulp and actual ly made a " st itc h  watermark " at the po int  of 
contact .  

Although a person giftt>d with ' ' color seust> · '  can readily separate i h ese 
stamps into a considerable n umber of co lol's, or  i;h a des of colors. t he d ifficult�· 
of describing colors with  words obYiously makes the  l ist ing tha t  fo ll o\Ys ,  :<tnd 
wh i ch is t aken direct ly from the  Chase  book .  of real Ya lue  only t o  a : ;mal l 
proport ion  of col lt>ctors. The eol ors art> separatt>d according t o  their use by 
years. 

1 8 5 1 .  Or·ange-brown, pale to  d E e p ,  with rare prin cings i n  rellowish orange
br·own and bright orange-br'own . I m pressions good.  

1 8 5 2 .  Brown i;;h-earmine, pale  t o  deep , with  o n e  or  more u n u sually  bright pr int
ings .  A t  the end of this year a small  printing in <lull rose daret. I m pressions good .  

1 8 5 3 . Pale dull  red ( first  six months ) ,  dull  rose re<I ( la s t  s ix  months ) ,  both  
colors  varying much in depth .  I m pressions fa ir ly  good .  

1 8 5 4 .  Dull rose 1·e<I, pale  to  d e e p .  M o s t  im pressions fair ly  good .  
1 8 5 5 .  Dull rose rrd and dull  omnge-rrd, b o t h  varying m u c h  in  depth .  I m pres

>'ions !JOOr and muddy.  A few show badly worn i mpress ions .  
1 8 5 6 . Dul l  )·ellowish rose r P d ,  varying in  d epth ( fi rst  s ix  months ) .  Brownish

carmine ,  pale  to deep ( la s t  six m o n ths ) .  I m pressions clear .  
1 8  5 7 . Uull r·ose claret , b1·ow1lish-d aret, and plu m ,  al l  three varying i n  depth .  

Yellowish-brown a n d  pale rose brown, small  printings ,  thus rare .  I m p ressions goo d .  

S o  far a s  most of u s  a 1·p concPrned,  th e· l isting as giYen i n  t h e  StaJ1(1a l'd 
Catal og is sufficient .  1 'nti l .  and if ,  a g-ood color chart is d e ,· ised and made com
monly aYai lable ,  the conveya nce of (· olor descript ions from a writer to a read er 
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must be made by means of words rather than by examples.  The efficiency of 
such a system is almost ni l and it is much to be regretted that we find it impos
sible to inc lude a color chart in this book. 

At least some of the ink used for the 3c 1851 stamps apparently had a ra
dium active mineral as part of its components for we have seen a cover that had 
been so folded that the stamp was held tightly against the cover for a number of 
years and the stamp actua lly had photographed itself on the cover. The image 
was very clear, although in reverse, and was a remarkable example of this 
phenomenon . 

Figure 21!1. :le J S:il sent front S a n  F rn 1u•isco to Boston ..  V in � i e a rn�u:t ..\ h Pa d  of T h e  
lU n ils." ( Ex - R i c h e y  C o l l e c t i o n ) .  

.. 

: 
,·. C'. C'. 
. • ,  

F igure 214. 3c lSi'il tied b y  the r a re 'V eils F a rgo Ste11.1n b o 11 t  Ex11ress marking in blue. 
Carried by '\'e l l s  F argo ••Outside o f  t h e  JUuil" front S o n oru, C n l ifornin t o  Suernn1ento. 
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This stamp is very common on cover and on ordinary covers it perhaps is 
worth 50 % more than  an off cover copy. Patriotic coven; and propaganda coYers 
occasionally carry this stamp and they are among the covers that are much 
sought after. 

F i gure :n:;, " P a i d  3" ea neellatlon. ( Ex-Newbury coll eetl on ) .  

(CYfJPl��J<V;i..��rhn, #� ,e� 
f/&//7�/ ' 

, 2?°�-1 
Fli..,.re Zl6. Pro1rnganda Co,•er for Ch e1111er Postage Rates. Issued by The N ew Y o rk 

Cheu p Postage Association. 
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Figu re 2 1 7 .  A n  Early Rei:;l stere1I Letter m nlletl f r o m  St.  [, o u l s  to L e x l ni:;ton, Vlri...rf n l n .  
T h e  Registered Fee of 5c wn s  payable i n  cnsh. 

-

As is generally known, the value of covers depends on other factors besides 
the stamp, and there are covers with a single copy of the 3c '51 on them tha t 
are worth a hundred times, or more, a.s much as a single off cover copy. The 
value of items that carry rea l  premiums can be"t  be l earned, in our opinion, 
thru observation of prices brought by actual examp�es  sold a t  au�tion or from 
reliable dealers who have had years of experience .  T Tnfortunately no substitute 
for experience has yet been found.  

While pairs are not particularly uneommon, they are va lued at  about four 
times as much as a single. Even so, this figure does n ot repre-;ent their scarcity 
in relation to singles although it does represe ;1t their value as  reflected by de
mand. Strips of three, are not particularly scarce but blocks of four currently 
are valued at about seventy times that of a single. Curious!�- enough, an unused 
single is worth about ten times as much as a used single but \\·hen i t  comes to 
blocks an unused block is  worth no more than  a used one .  

The stamp is k1101Yn bisected and used on cover but such w;age is extremely 
rare. Possibly a dozen genuinely used examples ex i·;t . It is u111 1eeessary to  add 
that  such items should be passed on by the  most  competent authorities because 
the faker has a fiel d  day with an item such as th i.-; .  The bisects were used as 
follows : T hree and one t hird stamps "·ere used to  pay the lOe rate between 
the Pacific Coast and the East and t here a re several such covers known. The  
other use was the use  of ha l f  o f  a three cent  as payment for the l e  postage on  
unsealed circulars and  a few of  these items are stil l  in existence .  It is possible 
that such a bisect may have been used on a Drop letter .  Of  course none of these 
bisects represented a legal  use for such usage newr was  authorized by Jaw.  
Nevertheless, in some cases at least , such item'> were permitterl to pay postage 
and are recognized by collectors as very interesting and valuable items. Chase 
mentioned three examples of the first usage. ont> of them being a cover from 
Weaverville,  California to Mansfield ,  Ohio .  whieh  carried a strip of three with 
one third of another stamp stil l  attached.  His "eeoncl t>xample  was a cover 
bearing three singles with  about one third of another stamp used from ·wren
tham, Massachusetts to San Francisco. His third example  was a cover used 
from New Orleans to San Francisco which carried a single plus a pair that 
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had about half of another stamp attached. Cha.-.e had bisects used on unsealed 
circulars from San Francisco to Philadelphia ; New York City to Fulton, N. Y . ; 
Jordon, N. Y. to Albany ; and, on a piece, a bisect used from Lowell, l\Iass. These 
last two bore vertical halYes of the stamp while the first examples bore diagonal 
halves. 

Map •fl!MROU(flll 
. •  .;.· (tit �.\.tf�EiPRE.SSC'! 

F i gure !?1�. A P i ctorial CO'\'er d e 1• i c t i 11g t h e  H.outt-s of rr h e  Atnerlen n E x 1n·t•ss Co. 

The stamp is known with a true double impression and the copy from 
which the list ing was made bears f'Yery evidence that the sheet from which it 
came went twice thru the press. The  second impression is about as clear a.s the 
first and is about %mm. from the first  impression. The stamp was used from 
Marshall ,  Michigan and bears a cancellation which reads ' ' May 15, 1856 .  ' '  

In the Col .  Ol iver S.  Picher Collection that was sold by Philip H .  Ward, 
Jr. , on October 23 ,  24, 1946 there was a remarkable cover that bore a block of 
12 of th is stamp. The stamps, which came from Plate 3,  are believed to form 
the largest block known on c:iver .  The cover was used from Texas to Denmark 
and certainly is a choice item. 

A few complete panes of 100 of the  3c 1851 stamps are known to exist. 
It is believed there are three panes from Plate 3 in collections and a right 
pane of Plate 1 ,  late state, was found some years ago. Dr. E .  Lee Dorsett of 
St. Louis was the lucky finder of this pane from Plate 1 and also of a right 
pane from Plate 3 .  

One block of 39 stamps in the orange brown shade from the early state of 
plate 5 was on the Carroll Chase Collection but outside of this unusual item, no 
large blocks in th is  shade have come to our attention. Blocks from Plate " 0 "  
are rare and we h ave not h eard of the existence of a piece larger than a block of 
4. The orange brown stamps were in general use for about 3 months, from July 
1 ,  1851  to November 1 ,  1851  although of course later uses are not too uncommon . 

The 3c 1851  is the kind of a stamp about which a hundred pages could e asily 
have been written for this book but, as has been previously stated, the purpose 
for which this book was written was to provide information for the maj ority 
of collectors rather than for the advanced specialists. 
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&Tl! A M E: R  
l. A l>Y PI K E  

, (ttn) 

Figure 219. 'I1l1 i s  is n perfect gen1 of a Pucket eo,·er. It has n l ovely stn1up cance J l e tl b y  
n red 11u1rki11µ;, frn 1n ed. n·i t h  t h e  n·ords "Stean1er Ludy P i k e "  tl erfeetl y struck. The R o u t e  
Agent's 11u 1 rking· also i s  i n  re tl a n d  i t  read !iii . .  Lou.  '"� C i n .  S . R .  �ln i l  L i n t• !!:> O ct". Ashb rook 
believetl t h e co,·er origh 1 n t t" d  a t  I� o u is,·i l te.  li y . •  n·as nu t i l t-"tl o n  t h e l•ont enroute to 
Cincinnati.  JJt"rhn1>s JHtt off tht" l>oat n t  Jl n d i s o n .  Indiunn.  t h en lJy ra i l  t o  Indiana1• o l i s  
and on to i t !oi  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  ,,- i s t•onsi n .  'Vhat a t1 itt't•re1u•t• i n  ,·n i n e  c n n  b e  brou�·Jtt about l • Y  

t h e  n·n y  n s t n tH JJ i s  used ?  P h o t o  b y  A.sh brook. 
-

Figure 220. A fine 'Ve l i s  l·� n t·j.:;o u s t•  front  Ce1 r�o11 (' i t y ,  t o Y i r _:.:; i 11 i : 1  C i t �· .  
Court esy \\T n1. O .  ll i l d c n .  
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F i gure �..!l .  A stri k i n g· used h l o c..•k of four tts t>" d  fro:t1 L o n d o n ,  l " 1• JH"r C :u1 a d a  t o  ll u ffn l o  
u s  11n y u 1 e n t  o f  t h e  r .  S .  P o s t n µ;t>-. (' o u r t e s y  \\- 1� 1 .  0 .  H i hl .:•n .  

Figu1·e 222. A choice e x a 1 n u l e  o f  u n  A n t i -shn·ery 1n·o 1.:1gn 1ula co,·er. Cou rt esy 'Vm .  O .  B i l de n  
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q 

F i g·ure 223. T h e  l' no ftt l� i n l  h C h i cng;o Perfornt lon.'' 

F i gure 2!!-t. X e "· Hn1u 1ud1fre �la 1> Co,·er used t o  E u�·tand.  ( D. llnlcohn col1 ection ) .  
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Figure !!25. A 3c used "·Ith t h e  Engle Cu rrier. The Currier stu111 1• 1ut i d  the fee for the 
1>ickup I n  Phllndelphin. Courtesy 'Vm. 0 .  B i l de n 

3c Orange Brown : Shades, Slate Varieties, Cancellations and Varieties of 
recutting. 

3c orange brown, type I deep orange brown,  copper brow n ,  O n  cover,  Pair, Strip of 
three , Block o f  four,  Double transfer,  Triple transfer,  Gash on shoulder , Dot in 
lower right diamond block ( 6 9 L V E ) ,  On part-India paper.  

Cancellations :  Black, Blue,  Red, Orange,  Brow n ,  Ultramarine ,  Green , Violet ,  1 8 5 1  
year date ,  1 8 5 2  year date.  

" Paid " ,  " W ay " ,  "Way" with n u meral , "Free " ,  N u meral , Railroad,  U.  S .  Express 
Mail ,  " Steam " ,  " Steamship" ,  " Steam b o a t " ,  Packet Boat ,  Blue  Carrier ( New O rleans ) ,  
Green Carrier ( New Orleans ) ,  C anadian,  Territorial .  

Varieties of Recutting : 

All  of these stamps were recut  at l east to the exte n t  of four frame l ines  and usual ly  
m u c h  more .  Some of  the most  prominent  variet ies  are  l isted below : 

Recut  inner frame l ines , 

No inner fra m e  l ines ,  

Left  inner line only recut ,  

Right inner l ine only recut ,  

1 l ine recut in upper l eft triangle ,  

2 l ines recut i n  upper left  triangle ,  

3 l ines  recut  in upper left  triangle , 

5 l ines  recut  in u pper left triangle ( 4 7 L O ) , 

1 l ine  recut in lower left triangle ,  

1 l ine recut in lower right  triangle,  

2 l ines recut in  lower right triangle ( 57 L O ) ,  

1 l ine  recu t  in  upper right triangle,  

Upper part  of  top label  a n d  diamond block recut ,  

Top label  and right diamond block jo ined ,  

Top label  and left  d iamond block j o ined , 

Lower label and right diamond block joined ,  

2 l ines recut at top of upper r ight  diamond block,  

1 l ine recu t at b ottom o f  lower left  diamond block ( 3 4 R II  E ) .  
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3c Red : Shades, Slate  Varieties, Cancel l a t ions, and Varieties of recutting. 

3c clull red ( 1 8 5 3 - 5 4 - 5 5 ) ,  type I ,  orange red ( 1 8 5 5 ) ,  rose red ( 1 8 5 4 - 5 5 ) ,  brownish 
carmine ( 1 8 5 2  a n d  1 8 5 6 ) .  

a . 3 c  c laret ( 1 8 5 7 ) ,  deep c laret  ( 1 8 5 7 ) ,  O n  cover,  dul l  red ,  On patriotic cover ,  On 
p ropaganda cover,  Pair,  Strip of three ,  Block of four . 

c. Vertical  half  used as l e  o n  cover .  

cl. Diagonal  half  used as le o n  cover .  

e.  Double impression ,  Double  transfer i n  "Three Cents " ,  Double  transfer l ine  through 
" Three Cents " ,  a n d  rosettes double  ( 9 2  L I L ) . Triple  transfer ( 9 2  L I I  L ) . 
Double  transfer ,  "Gents"  instead of " Cents"  ( 6 6  R II L) , Ga,sh on shoulder ,  
Dot in lower right diamond block ( 6 9 L V L ) , Cracked plate ( 5 1 L , 7 4 L ,  8 4 L, 
9 4 L,  9 6 L ,  and 9 R ,  Plate V L ) ,  Worn plate, Perf .  1 2 % -unofficia l .  

Cancellations :  Black,  B l u e ,  R e d ,  Orange,  B r o w n ,  Magenta , Ultramarine ,  Green , Vio
let ,  Purple ,  Ol ive ,  Yel low,  1 8 5 2  year date ,  1 8 5 3 ,  year date ,  1 S 5 5  year date ,  1 8 5 6  
year date ,  l S 5 7 year date ,  1 S 5  S year date .  

" Paid " ,  "Way " ,  "Way" with n u meral ,  "Free"  N u m eral , Rai lroad,  U .  S .  Express  
Mail ,  " Steam " ,  " S h i p " ,  "New York Ship " ,  Steamboat ,  Steamship ,  Packet boat ,  
Express Company,  Black Carrier , Red Carrier ( New York ) ,  Green C arrier ( New 
Orlean s ) , Blue Carrier ( New Orleans ) ,  Canada,  Territorial .  

Varieties of Recutting : 

A l l  of these s tamps  were recut  at least to the extent of three frame l ines a n d  usu ally 
much more .  Some of the most  prominent varieties are l isted below : 

Recu t inner frame l ines ,  

No inner frame l ines ,  

1 l ine recut  in u pper left  triangle ,  

2 l ines recu t in  u p p er left  triangle , 

3 l ines  recut in u p p e r  left  triangle ,  

5 l ines re c u t  i n  upper  left  triangle ,  

1 l ine  recut in  lower left triangle ,  

1 l ine recut i n  lower right  triangle ,  

1 l ine recut i n  upper  right triangle ,  

Recu t b utton on shoulder ( 1 O R I I  L ) , 
Lines on bust  a n d  bottom of medall ion circle  recut  ( 4 7  R VI ) ,  

Upper part  of  top  label  a n d  d i a m o n d  block r e c u t ,  

T o p  label  a n d  r i g h t  diamond b l o c k  j o i n e d ,  

T o p  l a b e l  a n d  left  d iamond block j o i n e d ,  

L o w e r  l a b e l  a n d  r i g h t  d i a m o n d  b l o c k  jo ined ,  

1 extra vertical  l ine  outside of left  frame l ine  ( 2 9 L, 3 9 L ,  4 9 L, 5 9 L, 6 9 L ,  7 9 L., 
plate I II ) . 

2 extra vertical  l ines  outside of left  frame l ine ( 8 9 L, 9 9 L, Plate II I ) ,  

1 extra vertical  l ine o u tside of right frame l ine  ( 5 8 L ,  6 8 L ,  7 8 L ,  S S L, 9 8 L ,  Plate II I ) ,  

N o  inner l ine and frame l ine c lose to design at r ight  ( 9 L, l 9 L., Plate I I I ) ,  

No inner l ine and frame l ine  c lose  to design a t  left  ( 7 0 L ,  S O L ,  9 0 L, l O O L ,  Plate I l l ) .  

There are many interesting Ya rieties and cancellations found on this stamp. 
And there are .  as usual a few pitfall s t o  avoid. One should remember that any 
" cracked plate " Yariety will show an extra line or l ines of color rather than the 
lack of it ,  that the " recut button " and " recnt bust and medallion " should look 
l ikt> t h e  il l m, t ra t ions hnein and tha t  tht> t 1·np " Gents " instead of  " Cents " 
sl1 ow;.; a strong- doub1 t> transfer in the lettns of the  lower label and that three 
recut l in t's usua lly can b t>  .�t>t>n i n  tht> upper left triangle. I n  other words, don 't 
j ust give your .<: tamps a rnperficial l ook but rt>al ly  examine them minutely. 



Chapter X I  

TH E F I V E  C ENT STA M P  O F  1 856 ( Series 1 85 1 ) ( S. 1 2, M . 1 2 ) 

IT should immediately be noted that although this stamp is properly con
sidered as part of the 1851  series, it was not issued until 1856 and the earli
est known use is March 14, 1856 .  Scott 's United States Catalog formerly 

stated that it was issued J an.uary 1, 1856 but it seems somewhat doubtful that 
it  was issued quite this early. A use of March 24, 1856  is known as is currently 
listed in Scott 's. 

All of these stamps "·ere printed from a single plate, Plate One, and all 
were of a single type,  Type I . On the Type I stamps the projections on all 
four sides of the stamps were complete .  It is important to  remember this for 
a great many stamps have been sold to co l l ectors as the imperforate when in 
fact they were trimmed and doctored items made from the  perforates of the 
1857 issue.  In  this connection it  is also important to learn the correct shades 
of the imperforates which were red brown and dark red brown. 

Flg·ure .2.211. A <' h o i <'e Ntrlt• of 4. ( E x - \V e s t  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  

Fakes made by trimming Type I stamps o f  t h e  perforate stamps o f  t h e  1857 
issue can be detected immediately by their color for  even the reel brown perforate 
issued in 1857 does not exactly makh the  shade of th e  imperforates. Further
more, the red brown stamp rarely is used for faking because it is nearly equal 
in value to the imperforates. The perforated Type I stamp in  the brown shade 
is frequently found trimmed down but th is should immediately be spotted by 
any one who knows that the imperforates must be red brown or dark reel brown 
in color. Type II stamps, "·h ich do not haYe full project ions at  the top and 
bottom of the stamps, fool only those co l lee tors who a re so careless or lazy that 
they fail to check the stamp for type as well as color. The most dangerous fakes 
usually are made from damaged copies of the '1',vpe I red brown stamp of 1857 .  
Such items invoh·e more than the use of a pa ir of scissors for t h ey are usually 
found with margins added, and with the  damaged portions of the stamps re
placed and painted in by thr faker. Fortunately. t hese particular red brown 
fakes are not as often found as might be ; ;upposecl .  If all  collectors would only 
remember that probably 90 '/c of all repair j obs can be noted with the  aid of 
a really good glass and the use of the common watermark detector, they would 
save a great deal of money. 

Strangely enough , it  is more difficult to find a single on cover than it is to 
find a strip of three although of course the strip wil l  sell for more. As a matter 
of fact strips of three are as easy to find as pairs although neither of them 
are found often enough to satisfy the  desires of collectors ! B locks of four are 
rare, only a few being known. A used block of four was in  the Eagle collection 
and this block later was in the  collection of Henry ·w. Hil l  of Minneapolis. 
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T he reason for the issuan ee cf  t h i s  st amp has b e e n  t h e  subj ect of much 
controversy . Some students h ave statrd that  it was i ssued to pay the  Registry 
Fee of 5c while others have argued that t h is fre could properly be paid only in 
cash. Acco rding to Norman York, who h a s  madr excellent and rxtensive studies 
of our early stamps and their uses, i t  seems probable that the correct clue to the 
intended usage of this stamp is to  be found in the 1 8 52 P.  L.  & R wh i ch states 
" On all  letters between the United States and countries here named when sent 
through the United Kingdom , the United States postage, and that on l y ,  must 
be collected i n  the United States by prepaymen t  when sent,  a n d  on delivery 
when receiYed , at the rate of  5 cents the single rate when conveyed by British 
Packet . . .  " .  

" This  specific compulsory domestic p ostage rate o f  5 cents was the United 
States portion of the three part treaty foreign rate .  I t  is  common ly known as 
the shore to ship or ship t o  shore rate  according t o  tlw direction of travel  either 
easterly or westerly. T o  comply wit h this mandat<>d rate.  i t  was necessary to 
use a combination of the onr and th rre crnts  postage stamps and t herefore it 
wou l d be more suitable to h aw a single stamp of that  5c dr1 1omination . ' '  Th at 
is the opinion of Norman York and it merits careful consideration.  

The commonly used terms ' ' Ship to Sh orr ' '  and ' ' Sh ore to Sh ip ' ' might 
be m ore accurately descr ibed as  the " l T . S .  Jntrrnal Hate " .  It  applied to mail 
conveyed by Brit ish Packets under t h e  l ' . S . -B rit ish Postal Treaty that  ran 
from .Tnly 1, 1851  t h ru Decrmbrr 31 ,  1867 .  This  i trrn is  bel iewd to now be 
in thr h a nds of a \Yestern col ledor .  \Vr havr sepn a p h ot ograph of a block of 1 1  
sold somp years ago b y  Adol p h  JPnista t o  t h e  Hn.ssman Stamp Company of 
St. Louis but the p resen t whprea bouts of th is b l ock i s  now un known t o  us.  An 
unused bl ock of ±.  perh aps thr only known unused block.  \YaS solcl _i n  the  Hind 
Sale i n  1933 .  A h orizo11 ta l  s tr ip  of six on cowr was sold in  the Knapp Sa le 
and a bl ock of six is known to haw been on a smal I cover in 1931 . \Ve have heard 
rumors of a secon d unused bloek but have n o  rea l rec0rcl of it .  

Covers with this  stamp are con11no1i l y  kno\\'ll  used t o  France a nd Great 
Britai n  \Yith sc arce or rare uses t o  Hol l and,  Spain,  Switzerland, Mexico, Sar
dinia , Alba nia and n o  doubt other countries as \\'el l .  It seems strange that 
covers used bet,wen cit ies i n  th e  United States are rather scarce but of course 
this denomination d id not lend i tse l f to  m uch i 1 1 ternal use. HPnry \V. H ill ,  
who formed a beautifu l  collection o f  t h ; ;  sta m p ,  agrees "·ith me th at t h is  stamp 
i s  more difficult to  fi n d  on domestic eoYers than on l'O\'Prs sr nt  abroad.  Domestic 
cowrs used from \Vest to E ast arr wrv scarce .  I be l ieYe t h a t  more covers \Yith 
this stamp \\·ere used from i'\e\\' Orlea�1s to F ra:1ce than any other s ingle  usage 
and most of t hem carried a strip of t hree of t h is stamp. 

A constant " defect iw transfor " sho\Y ing  a l ight area to  the r ight of th e  
head i n  the :.\Ieclalion . come::; from position 2 3 I U  as w a s  drterminecl by Earl 
Oakle,- ,  I t  is  a rare item. 'l'h is vari e tv is  i l lustratPd and described in our 
chapt�r on th e E e  Type I 1 857 Series . 

· 



1 52 THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAl\IPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

F igure 227. A rare co,•er wit h  n strl11 of three nnd n s i ngle use<l t o  11ay the F o u r  t ime!< lie 
S h ore t o  S h l 11  F e e  to France Vin Englund. r s ed I n  No,·ember. 18."ill. 

Figure 228. The InrKeNt known b l ock of l'lc. 'l' h l s  Is n poor lllu Htrntlon b u t  It Is the best 
've hnve nvnllnble. ( C o u r t e s y  t h e  late A. W. J e n ista ) .  
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Figu re � .  'rhls I s  b e l l evetl t o  b e  t h e  earliest known tlnte o f  use o f  t h e  5 c  18511. 'l' h e 
tlnte ls lUnrch 24, 1 856 and t h e  1850 year tlute is 1>ro.-etl by t h e  H alifax m n rklng on the 

reverse of t h e  cover which rea tl H  " H A l , J F A X  2·7 lU R  l S."itl. Photo b y  Ashbrook. 

. ... '* "I 
f'L o. No'I' l � 
1 8 S (  

. l ei- � 

F i gure 2.'lO. If the stinnp on t h is cover doesn't nutke your heart 1to1111d a little I ndvise 
you to start a11otl1 e r  hobby. 'l1 l1 i s  ccn·er n·n s  n1n i l e d  out o f  N" e \\· Orleans 011 Nov. 10, 1S5U 
:t nd I t  left New York o n  the fir"t tlate o f  1le 1>11 rt11re of 11 " B ritish Roynl !\ln i l "  ship which 
n·n s  N o ,·. 26, 1 856. T h e  N"en· York 111 nrking "·ns n tt Jt l i e d  o n  t h e  date o f  d e 1•nrture rather 
the date of receipt of t h e  l etter. 'rite magnificent corner copy, 100L 1 ,  i s  almost cer
t a i n l y  the finest k n o n·n si ngle on eover. It 11 n l d  the l- . S. Internal Rate o f  5 e  a n d  the 
original user 111 ight n·e l l  turn o ,·er i n  h i s  A"rn,·t"" i f  h e  could but k n o n· o f  its 1rresent value t 

Photo eourtesy of H e nry H i l l .  
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Figure 231 .  The p h o t o  of the t•orner copy u11ed o n  the cover illustrated I n  Fig, 230 I"' 
Hho"· n  here for one particular reason. G t ,·e thb1 question son1e t l1ougl1t-ho"· ,,·ere the 
\VHITE l i n e s  In the geometri c In the pattern 11roduced f A"hhrook n n d  I dill not ngree o n  
the process. It w a s  h i s  opinion that t h e  orlglnnl Il l e  w n s  c u t  o n  t h i n  steel, cun·ell an1l 
fitted around n speelnl tranMfer roll with the original d i e  thus used to lny down the plate. 
ltly hlen I N  thnt the die ,,·ns enJ,t'raved, n t ra n s fer roll ntnde nnd then n transfer roll '\Vas 
made front the transfe r  roll "·J th the fl n n l  result bei n g  that the lines eDb"Tnved 
on the die \Vhieh norn1 n l l y  n·ould shon· up u s  <"ol ored J i nes ,,·ould n o n· s h o n· u p  

n s  n·h lte J i nes. I think th ere n r e  th1·n·s I n  b o t h  t heories. C o n  y o u  fl n d  ihent ? 
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F"i�·url" .:!:l2. T h is p r o b n b l y  i s  tlte 111 o s t  t':nu o n s  of a l l  is:.u :J c  cO',· crs . .  It "·a s  o"·n ed h y  N .  Kh•1t V a n  Velt]1oven. C o n s u l i n  Bru ss e l l s ro -::· "\'e n l"� u e l a . a n d  norn1 n l l y  k n o n' n  as C o n s u l  
Ji. l ei>. H i s  st:uu1>s "·e re s o l d  h y  t lu• ,,· e l l -k tHn\·11 d e a l er i n  D r u s s e U s ,  'V i l l y  Halasse.  I 
a tt en de d t h i s  :nu•t i o n s a l e  i n  �l arch . lU'57 n· i t i1 H en r y '"· H i l l  n·h o }lU r(_·hased t h i s  u n d  
1u11n e r o u s  o t h er fi n e  i te u1 s :1 t th e s a l e .  E x l• i t e1n t- n t  ,,· a s  i n tt•ns t- i n  t h l"  s a l e s  1·oon1 a s  tl1e 
b i dd i n:.:; t>roµ;ressed and n·J1 e11 t h e  co,· t• r  fin a l l y  \\' : I S  k n o c k t• d  don' n  to H i l l  :t ro un d  of a 1•
t• l n 11 s e  n·t"nt U J> front t lu• Iarg·e· cro n·d fo r t h i s ce :· t a : n : y  n· a s  t h e  fi nest i t e 1u in t h t• Klei• Col
lt"ction. It b .. t•2uu e t h e  k e y  1>i ecP in t h e  1;:;r1 .. at t•o l l t> « t i o n  o f  t lu•s t• for111ed by Henry H i l l .  
'\'lu�n Ja i s  eol l eetion of the :'i t •  "· n s  s o l d  a t n u c t i o n  h ,· H oh t•rt A S i t• g;el . t h e  co '' er \YUH 
1n1 rt•ha st"d by ,,-ei l l  o f ,.e"· O rl t"a n s . 'l' h i s  C" o u l d  la: n·1· b e t• n  ea s i l y  .a n t i c i 1u1 ted s i llCt" the 

\\-ei l l  U rot lte r s nre .i nst n bo u t the t•luun 1> i o n  "Phi l n t e l i e  P ! u nt Piekt•rs" o f  all t i tn e .  

A i-i; h b rook e:xa n1 i n ed t h i s  e•n·er t horough l y  a n d  re n 1 :1rkt•d a b o u t  a s  fo11o"·s : '•'l1 h i s  }) iece 
o f  nt a i l  ,,·ns fo r"·:� rded t o  Frn 1u•t• under t lu•  t er111 s of t h e 1 · . S .  F ren•· h Pos ta l 'l' reaty of 
1S�7. "·h i eh "·ent i nto effect o n .<\ t> ri l  lst. The ":.l"' i n  t h e  1>o s t 111 a rk is the U. S .  C R E D IT 
of :.le t o t h e  Frt"nch P . O . D .  'l' h i s  1n e n n t  that t h e F r e n ch "· ert• t· nt i t l e d o n l y  to t h e i r  i n t ernal 
fee o f  3e n s  t h e  co\·er "·as t•n rri ed tlirt•ct t o  a J.-. ren <>h ttnrt u t the e x 1>·ense of the U .  S. 
P.O.D. 'J'h e  1., rf"neh reet•i vi n µ; p o stn1 a rk rea ds "ETA'l' S -1. !\ I S -P A Q,-A N - A - L E  HA_VU l�". 
'l'he N e n· -York 111 arking n·a s  a 1> pl i e d  i n  bln ek.  thru error. :1 1ul o th er itl e n t i e:t l tni s t :tkes 
lun·e b e e n  n o t t• d  o n o t h e r  Cff\·t•rs. Had tht• t.•o \· p r  b e ••n en rr i t• d  l • y  .a B ri t i s h Packet to 
Enµ; l n n tl  a nti h e nce t o  Fru1u•e .  t h t- e o , · e r  "·ou l d  lta ,.t . .  c:1 r r i e d  a P rt" n cl1 1> o s t a A·e d u e  
1na rk i 11 �· o f us"" tl eei nu • s Oil t h e  f:1ee o f  t h e  eo,·er. Tl,h us 1 h i s µ;t.•111 o f  a CO,Tt"r t (" l l S  I t s  
o"·n st Or-y a n d  e,·e ryt lti n A· a b o u t  i t  states � •1  ; u n  j?;' t• n u hu• .'' :11ul so i t  i s .  :a1ul o f  t11 a t  t h e 1·� 

is no •1 n e s t i c n.0' C ou r te sy H e n ry ,,-. H i l l  

Shartes : R e d  b rn \'; n , d a r k  r e d  b r o w n .  

\'aricties : D e fe c t i v e  t r a n s f e r ,  p o s i t i o n  2 3R I .  
l 'JatPs : P l a t e O n e .  

Ci:�ic<>llations : B l a c k , r e d .  n : a g e n t a ,  b l u e .  gr e e n .  

CaEccl lation nuicti(»• : 1 8 5 6  y e a r  d a t e .  1 8 5 7  y e a r  d a t e .  1 8 5 8  y e a r  J a t e ,  " P a i d , "  
S t r n m s h i p ,  U.  S .  E x p r e s s  M a i l .  E x p r e s s  C o n : p a :1 :-' C a n c e l l a 

t i o n . S t e a m b o at,  R a i l r o a d .  

Quantity issued : E s t im a t e d  a t  1 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  



Chapter X I I 

TH E TEN C ENT STAM P OF TH E 1 85 1  SER I ES 

ALTHOUGH this stamp forms a portion of the 1851 series, it was not issued 
until so�etime in  Ma:r, 1 855 . �h� date gi�en in the Un ited Sta�es Stamp 
Catalog is May 1 2 ,  1 8 b 5 ,  and this mformat1011 was no doubt obtamed from 

the records made by J oh n  Luff t h at probab ly \\·ere m a Lle from o:ficial  re<'ords.  
The ea rl iest knmn1 date of use is l\:Iay 19,  1 8 5 5 .  A Type II stamp on a folded 
letter sheet in the Laurene e  B .  �lason collection \\· as nsed from �ew York to 
London, Canada \Yest, on the above date. O nly a very few other May 1855 
uses have been uncovered up to  the  t ime of this  writ ing .  

Only one plate ,  Plate  1 .  \\·as u�e'.1 to produce t h e  Ten C ent stamps of 1851 .  
This plate produced all of the Ten Cent imperforates of 1 8 5 1 .  and it also pro

duced a good share of the perforated Ten Cent stamps of the 1 8 5 7  series.  From 
t his single p l ate came all of the Type I,  Type II,  Type III and Type IV stamps. 
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Figure 2.'13. DeNcrfptlve Diagram of th e  .. t11111 11. 
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Figure 234. 'l'his  i s  1111 extr11or11i11nry b lock of 10c 18'.'il stam11s.  I t  contains Types I ,  II, I I I  
und IV. 'l' h c  P l a t e  1ut s i t i tn1N of t h e  s t a n 1 1ts are 7 C. ,  7;, 7 8 ,  7 9 ,  86, 87,  88, 89, 9 8  a n d  9 9  

fr o nt t h e  l.eft P:u1e. H8 :nul H9 n rc 'l'y1te I, 77, 78 nnd 7U a re 'J'y1>e II, 87, 88 a n d  89 nre 

T Y ? E S  

Tn•e III 11 1111 76 nnd Sil a r e  'l'n1e I V .  Photo by Ashbrook. 

THIS ST R l ,e  CONTA I N S  S I X  S C OTT #t4 ANO TWO SCOTT #16 ,  THE RARE TYPE IS SCOTT 1' 16 U N U S E D .  TH I S  I T E M  I S  E X -C A S PARY . IT SOLO FOR $3100 , 00 ON JANUARY 17 1  1 956 .  
I I  I I  I I  I V  I I I V  I I  II 

F igure 235. This ls a remnrknble unuse1l strip of 3. Unu,.ed copies of Type IV n re 
very rare. Courtesy Rnymon1l H. Weill Co. 
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The Ten Cent stamp certainly came in to being because of the fact that 
the Postage Act of l\Iarch 3, 1855 caused to be c harged ' ' For every single letter 
* * * for any d ista nce exceeding three thousand miles, t en cents. ' '  The Ten 
Cent stamp t herefore is  most oft e n  found used on let ters mailed from the Pacific 
Coast to the Atlantic Sea board or vice wrsa.  

T he design of the stamp i.� very p l easing but a critical examination of it 
will show that  much of the 1rnrk is not too \\·ell done .  T h  is is particul a rly true 
of the top and bottom p ortions o f  the design .  �evertheless the stamp served 
its purpose well a n d  act ua l ly it  i s  one of our most interest ing stamps . 

The Types of the Ten Cent Sta m ps 

As has been expl ained in an early ch apt er i n  this book, d ifferent types o f  
the same stamp often are the result of differences in t h e  va rious reliefs on the 
transfer rolls .  Such is t rue i n the case a t  hand. Three of the four varieties of 
the Ten Cent 1851 st amp are due to the differences in t h e  t h ree reliefs that 
were on the transfer roll ,  or rolls ,  used in l a y i ng down P late I. T hese th ree re
l iefs, arbitrari ly called Rel ief  " A, "  " B , ' '  and " C "  by students of these 
stamps, produced the va rious types in  t h is order ; He l i ef  ' ' A ' '  p roduced Type 
II  stamps and was ust>d t o  enter the 1 st ,  2 n d ,  -±th. 6th. and 8th h orizontal rows 
on the plate .  Rel ief  ' '  B ' '  p raduced Type U l  sta mps and 1rns used t o rock in the 
3rd, 5th , 7th,  a n d  9 t h  h or i zon t al rows.  Rel ief  " C "  produced Type I stamps 
and was used t o  rock in on l Y t l . t>  bottom h orizontal  row-the 10th row.  

T he fourt h type en t h� p l a te .  call ed Type 1 V. 1r ns caused by t h e  recutting 
o f  either,  or both , of t h e  t o p  and bottom line-;  of the stamp. · 

This  type almost 
certainly was on the p late  from the beginn ing  of its u-:e a m1 thus the re seems 
t o  be no rea<;on t o  doubt but t h a t a11 of  t h f' f our  types, I, I I ,  I I  T ,  a n d  IV, were 
upon each an d every sheet of stamps pr int rd from P l a te I .  

A s  was t h e  ca.�e \Y i th  a l l  o f  t h e  s tamps o f  f ! : ,. , , (r: r• : ,  t h e  'l' r n  Ce 1 1 t  :.;tamp 
was printed i n  sheets of 200.  camposed of t\1·0 panes of 100, and t h e  sh eets were 
cut into panes of 100 before the  printers turned the stamps over to the govern
ment .  

All types are known i n  the same color� ; green , dark gree n ,  a n d  yellowish 
green. 

Th e Distr ibution of th e Types on Plate 

Type I ( Scott 1 3 , M inkus 1 3 )  

Figure 236. A fine copy of 'l' y 11e I.  
l? i J_.;;ure 237. A nother choice 'l' Y t• e  I .  
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r:::J lliJ·�o • � � r7"l · � · ra.  � · lo! �: � �N L.:!...J L±_j � �J L.:....J � � � .. . . : 
D D D D D D D D D [[E]_ . . . . . 
D .0 D .D D .D D .D D  DJ= 
D 0 D 0 D .D D .D D  DJ= 
D D  D .D D .D D  D D  DJ= 
D D  D .D D .D D D  D DJ= 
D D  D D D .D D D D  DJ= 
EJ D D .D D .D D  D D  DJ: 
D .D D .D D .D D D D DJ= 
D D Q GJ Q GJ GJ Q Q W . 

0 �0 m �w m �w .m tu 0 rn: 
D .D D .D D .D D .D D DJ= 
D .D D .D D .D D .D D  DJ: 
D .CJ D P D .D D .D D  DJ: 
D D D D D D D 0 0 D  . . . . : 

D D D D D W � D ITill DJ . . . . � 
D D D D D W ffi 0 D DJ  . . . . : 
D .D D .D D .D D .D D  DJ: 
G:J D D  D D  D D  D D  D. . . . . . . 
D D 0 CBJ GJ lliJ Q Q 0 GJ  

Figure 238. This diag·rum show" t h e  distribution of t lu •  v:t rions tY11es of P i u te I that was 
used to 1•rotluce tlie lOc hn1•erfo1"utes. The l i g;ht l i nes i tulicnte T y 1>e I I  stn 1uus, the J1eavy 
tines i n d icate Tyue I I I  st: un 1>s , t h e  double l i n es i n d icn te Type I stnn1 1ts nud t h e  cur''t"tl 

l i nes "·i t h i n  t h e  rt•ctnng·Ies i n d i cate the recut Ty11e JV st:nn 1• s .  
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Re l 1 e- f  " C �  
Type I .  
Th i s  Rel ief Wa s 

U� ed  Only  To R o c k.  
It"}  The B o t l:-o rn  
R ow. 

J.•' i µ;ure !:39. A d r n \\· i n g  o f  rr y 1>e I .  

As can be seen in the illustrations, the ' ' shells ' '  at the lower corners can 
be described as follows : The right shell is complete and the left shel l  is fairly 
complete but has part of the outside curved lines missing. The top outer lines 
are missing above the word ' ' postage ' ' and above the ' '  X ' '  in  each upper corner 
of the stamp . 

If one should be so fortunate as to come across an unpicked lot of the Ten 
Cent 1851 stamps, exactly one in ten of them should prove to be Type I since 
twenty positions, ( the entire bottom row of both panes ) ,  of the plate of two 
hundred positions, produced type I stamps. 

The largest known strip of  the Type I stamps was discovered in  1941 by 
Alexander Drysdale  Gage, of Pasadena, California .  This is an unused strip 
of five, position 96R I thru lOOR I , and of course it  thus contains the two 
maj or plate varieties of the Type I stamp ,  which are " Double transfer " 
( lOOR I ) ,  and " Curl in  left X "  ( 99R I ) .  In this  same wonderful find there 
were three unused strips of 5 of the Type III  stamp and two unused strips of 
5 of the Type II stamps, all being in addition to the strip of 5 of the Type I 
stamps mentioned above . These six strips of stamps, amounting to $3.00 face 
value, were sent in the 1850 's , in  payment of a newspaper subscription. Ap
parently they became stuck together in transit and were returned by the pub
lisher with a notation to send a three dollar bill  in payment since the stamps 
could not be detached from the paper . 
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F i g·ure 240. A fi n e  stri p of 'l1 y1te I .  

F igure 241. F igure 242. 
F igure 241. A ''ertleal 1ialr showing Ty11e III nnd Type I. 
Figure 242. 'l'ype I"\' and Type I In n superb vertical p n l r. 

The earliest knom1 Registered Cover to a foreign country has a strip of 
three lOc Type I and i t  \ms used from Milwaukee to \Vurtemberg l\Iay 6,  1 8 57.  

Shades : Green , dark gree n ,  yellowish green.  

Varieties : Doub!e transfer ( l O O R  I ) , " C url"  i n  left "X" ( 9 9 R  I ) .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Cancellations : Black,  b l u e ,  red , magenta,  orange.  

Cancellation l'arieties : 1 8 5 5  year date , 1 8 5 6 ,  year date ,  1 8 5 7  year date,  " P ai d , "  
Steamship ,  Railroad , Territorial ,  N u m eral . 

Quantity issued : E3timated at 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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Type I I  ( Scott 1 4, M in kus 1 4 )  

T ,Yp e 1 1  stamps are  compleh• a t  the top b n t  t he 10\H' r l ine is m iss in g at thP  bott om of the stamp and both the l eft a n d  right shells are parti ally cut 
a'"a.Y. 

This t .YlW is the m ost c· m 1 1 111 0 1 1  of t h e  t?1ws of the T e n  Cent  imperfora te  
�· i 1 1 < ·P it  oceurs on 9 :3 o ut of <:' \'P T',\' 200 st:imps.  For some reason the ' ' A ' '  re
l ief \ms used t o  E'l lter 9 7  posit ions on th e p l ate ,  not 100 a s  might b e  expect ed 
from a ciuick calculation t h a t  since it w a s  used to enter ;) l' O \Ys on each pane 
of the p l ate . the total should h a w  been 100 Type I T  stamps on the  plate .  Fur
t hermore only 93 of tlwse 9 7  positio n :·: p roduced Type II stamp..; s in c e 4 of them 
'wre recut and pro duced Tnw LV s t amps. 

This  stamp is not p a rt icu larly scarce in  used pa irs , although it is quite 
scarce thus in m int condition,  but \\'hen it comes t o  blocks it  is  a different mat
ter .  Blocks containing only Type II :;tamps c a n  c c m e  onJ ,,- from top t"·o rows 
on each pane of the p l at e .  I n  each p an e thE're are stamps in  the top row that 
are not T;·pe II ''"hich further cuts cl0\n1 the p os i t i ons from "-h i c h  t rne T nw 
II blocks can come . This  can be seen on the cl i a gTam given earl ier .  

'While i t  usually is  p ossible t o  t e l l  Type II  stamp'; from T y p r  III  stamps, 
(a description of which will foll ow ) , by not ing the prE'sence ( in Type I I ) ,  or 
absence ( in Type I II ) ,  of  the top l i ne over the label,  an d  the top lines over the 
' ' X ' '  ovals, there is another  meth od by w h i c h  the h rn  t�·pes can be t o l d  one 
from the other . There is a d ifferen ce in the onter  l i nes  of both the right and 

Re l i ef . .  A.  
Ty pe Il 

Figure .243. D iagram of Ty1•e II. 
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left shell<; at  the  bottom of  t h e  stamp. The  i llustrat ions  which appear here show 
these differences clearly . All Type II stamps were produced by the " A "  re
lief and the right and left .'lhells appea r as shown on the diagrams .  The ' '  B ' '  
relief of course produced a l l  ( and only ) Type I I I  stamps. 

Fig;ure 24-1. A nice 1ta i r  of 'l,YI• e  II used Ilostun to S u n  F rnnciseo, cover 111arked "Nica
rn�;;u a  R o ute''. C o u rtesy \\· 1n. O. B i l d e n  

' \  

Figure 24:i. S heet 1u n rµ;in co1ty, Tyue II.  used fro111 \\Torcester, l\l n s s .  t o  S u n  Francisco, Cal. 
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'fype II exists i n  a pair with Type III ,  in  a pair with Type IV, and in a 
block with Types III and IV. 

Figure Z46. D etails of A and B Reliefs. 

Fjg·ure !!47. 

Shades : Green,  dark gre e n ,  yellowish green.  

Varieties : Double transfer ( 3 1 L ,  5 1 L , 2 0 R ,  Plate One ) ,  " C url"  o pposite left  "X" 
( l O R  I ) .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Uancel lation s :  B l a c k ,  b l u e ,  red , brown , u l tramarine ,  magenta ,  green.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 5 ,  1 8 5 6 , 1 8 5 7 ,  o r  1 8 5 8  year date ,  " P ai d , "  " Way , "  " Free , "  
Railro a d ,  Steamship ,  Stea m boat ,  Numeral , Territorial , E x
p ress M a i l ,  U. S. Express Mail .  

Quantity issued : E stimated at  2 , 3 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAJIIPS OF T I I E  I 9TII CENTURY I65 

Type 1 1 1  ( Scott 1 5 , M i nkus 1 5 ) 

Re l i e f " B ". 
Ty pe ill 

lll��Th1 s Rel ier VY21s u�e cl 
To Rock l 11 The 31"<1, 

5tn, 7th  A il e! .9 t� 
H or i z o n ti'l l  R ows . 

Figure !l48. D i agram of Type III.  

The dist inguishing features of this type are that the outer lines are 
broken a bon the top label and the " X "  numerals, while the outer line at the 
bottom and the shells are partly cut away as in Type II .  As was noted in our 
discussion of the Type II stamps, Type III can be distinguished from Type I I  
b y  a careful checking of the outer lines in t h e  shells when such checking i s  
necessitated b�· t h e  fact that the top part o f  the stamp has been trimmed away 
when the stamp was cut from the sheet. 

If you "·i l l  turn to the diagram that shows the distribution of the three 
reliefs, and the recut positions, you will see that it is possible to have a block 
of four stamps which contain Type III stamps in combination with any of the 
other types ( Types I,  II, and IV ) that are found on the plate, although it  is not 
possible to have a block that contains only Type III stamps ! A study of the 
diagram will show that many interesting combinations are p ossible .  The largest 
known block of the lOc was a used block of 2I  in the Caspary Sale that contained 
9 Type II  and I2 Type III stamps .  It was from p ositions IL. 2L, 3L, llL,  I2l..J , 
13L,  2IL,  22L, 23L, 3IL ,  32L, 33L, 4IL, 42L, 43L, 5IL,  52L, 53L, 6IL ,  62L, 
63h IL and 2L are misplaced transfers, IOL and I6l..J are double transfers, IOI.i 
being the " Big Shift " .  

Varieties on Type III consist of " Curl " on forehead ( 85L ) and Double 
transfer at top and bottom. 

The variety listed with the double transfer is one of the great plating 
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m�·steries. The stamp from which this listing was made was d iscovered by the 
late E. R. Jacobs, who was recognized as one of thP finest students of 1 9th Cen
tury P. S. Stamps. He disl'owred this  variety i n  Hl26 but to date all the efforts 
of many students to find a dupl i (: a te  copy have failed and the m�·ster�- of the 
stamp seems to  increase rather than lessen with the passing of the years.  I 
never saw the item in question bnt some important students whose judgement 
I t rust do not feel that this is a genuine double transfer. 

F ii.:·u r  .. :!4H. .- \  S u 1>erb !U i n t  Tn>e I I I .  

Figure 250 .  A pair of Type III used with a l e  Type IV, Cancelled In red a t  Providence, 
R. I. July 23, 181S5 on a l etter to Paris via L iverpool on a Collins Line Steamer. 8 declmes 

French due marking. 



'l'rrn UxI'l'ED STATES PosTAGE STAMPS OL" T I I E  1 9Tn CENTURY 167 

F i g;urt• !!:il.  A 'l'y1u.• I I I  u st"d n· i t h  a 1 0 <•  �V e s b i t  e11vt .. lo1•e to 1•ny tl1e double rate to C n l i 
J o r11i n .  Cn ut•e l l t• d  n· it h t h e  n·ell-kno"·n " L urg·e H o s t o n  P�• i •l" "·hich sounds l i k e  H oston 
en111 e in the l . n rµ;e n s  n·e l l  u s  t h e s111 n l l  size ln1t tht" n·ord of course refers t o  the size 

of the en n cel ! Courtesy Win .  O .  Ti i ldt•n. 

G S: ? :  - • ' f-'' I l n i:_  
Y '  E' . A . 

F i gure 252. This stri1> of 6 Type III stnm1• s  pnld the 6 
"H nrgou s" fhul . The cover traveled fro111 N e\.v O rlenus figure "9" i s  of course t h e  J\fex icnn D u e  ma rking. 

Ashbrook Photo 

l-3 

thnes rate on t h i s  cov er front the 
to Vern Cruz b y  ltont.  r11 tu• large 

Quite n re1nn rkuble ctn·er. 
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Figure 263. The interesting thi ng· about this eover is  of course the "Pahl b y  Stnn1ps" 
postma rk of lUnrysvllle, Cnlifornln. St11111 1• is  Ty1>e III. Courtesy 'Vm. O. Bilden. 

Figure 254. Horl zontnl strl1> of 5 nsl'tl from Californln to C h i n a .  ( I<.rug collection ) . 

Shades : Green,  dark gree n ,  yellowish green . 

Varieties : Double  transfer a t  top and botto m ,  " C u r l "  on forehead ( 8 5 L  I ) ,  " C url" 
to right of  left  " X "  ( 8 7 R l ) .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Cancellations : B l ack , b lue ,  red.  

Cancellation ,·arieties : 1 8 5 5 ,  1 8 5 6 ,  1 8 5 7 ,  or 1 8 5 8  year date ,  " Paid , "  Steamsh i p ,  U.  S .  
Express M a i l ,  Express Com pany Cancel lation , Packet Boat,  
Canada ( on cover ) ,  Territorial , R ailroad , N u meral .  

Quantity issued : Estimated at  2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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Type I V  

F i gure 2il5. T h i s  I s  n ''ery fi n e  CO'\-'er ,,· i t h  n 'ry1•e I V  s t n n 1 1t, recut a t  t h e  bottou1,  uosltion 
55 L l .  H o n·e,·er, t h e  real  i n terest h t  t h i s  Ptn'er l i es i n  the tuarking, i n  a n  tn· n t ,  Pioneer 
Due 2/S Exttress. 'I'lte co,·er l i k � l y  "·ent front �l uncie,  I n d hnut to Ne''' York and tl1en vin 
Pnn:uua to San Francisco, tht>"n«e to the 111 i n i ng 1 o \\·n o f  G eorgeton·n. T h i s  e•n·er "·u s  sent 
to Ashbrook by its owner, Dr. \V . S .  Pol l nr<l 11 1ul Dr. P o l lnr<l suggested thut the Due 2/8 
111nrking re1tresented 2/8 of n tlollnr or "t·n·o bits" nnd I doubt if a n yone is l ikely to cou1e 

u 1> with n better explnnntlon. Ashbrook Photo. 

Figure 256. A pnlr of T y 1>e IV, positions !14L nnd ma • •  !14L being reeut a t  both to1• Hn<l 
bot ton1 and 6:iL b e h 1g recut a t  t h e  t o 1• only. Used, n s  n· ere 111 n n y  of these l Oc s t u 111 p s ,  

front S u n  F rnneiseo to Boston. Courtesy W i n .  O .  B ilden. 
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E ight posit ions \Yere rPc ut on P late One,  and the stamps p roduced from 
a l l  l, ight  of these positions are known as Type IV stamp s . Many of these re
tut stamps ha Ye bren picked u p  as " sleepers " from the stocks of dealers who 
do not a l ways note ewry Yariety that passe s  into their possession . It will  pay 
�·on t o  st udy these stamps well  for someday Fate may drop one of these p lums 
in to  �·our h ands.  If i t  happens to  fall out of a dealer 's t rer i t  seems �·ou could 
t akr it wi h out a qualm for a professional is supposed to know h is business, 
and is ,  or at l east shoul d be, making a profit on what he sel ls .  I f  he is a nice 
sort of a fellow >·o u  might show him what he missed and thus giYe him a cheap 
l esson as t o  th e  Yalue of knowledge and the applica t ion of it .  O n  the other 
h a n d .  if you have a chance to buy a sleeper from a fellow collector, i t  must be 
ach· ised that �·ou keep the pearly gates a bit aj ar by givin g him "·hatever break 
he desen·es. 

Ffg·nre 2:iS. Position 65Ll. 

F i g;ure 2�7. Position GiiL l . 

F igure 259. Position 7 4 L l .  F i gure :!60. Detail of 74L l .  
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: 
�- -A l 

F i g·ure 24'11. D e t n i l  of S6Ll. 

Fig·ure 26:J. Pos i t i o n  S6 L l .  

F i gu re 2(15. Po sition 5-tL l .  

F i A·ure !!fj2. Detail o f  :·lR .  

F igure 264. Po s i t i o n  3Rl. 

7 
54-LI. Re l o e f " A", Type ll/. 
Rec u t  Bottom l 1 r\e 

Note -Smudr1e 5 In Lett 
·x.. And 2.,,- tt G" 

.St(1rs. 

F i g·n rt� 2UH. P o s i t i o n  !)4[.i l .  
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Figure 267. Position MLl. 

Figu re 2'19. Position 76L l .  

Ml l Rel i e f  'A" ,Type lV  
Bot t o rn L111e 
Rec ur 

Figure 2118. Position MLl. 

7 6 L I  
Re l ie f .  ·A·. Type I V. 

Bot tom L i n e  Rec1.1t 
Note . Cu r ve At 

Lef t .  

FignTe 270. Position 76Ll. 
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Figure :!7' 1 .  Position H4L l .  Figure 2172. Position 64Ll .  

As can be noted from the illustrations, positions 65L, 74T_, , 86L,  and 3R 
were recut a long the  outer line at  the  top . Positions 54L, 55L,  and 76L were 
recut a l ong the outer line at the bottom. Position 64L was recut at the top 
and the bottom outer line. A block of 4,  every stamp of which is recut, can be 
obtained from positions 54L, 55L, 64L, and 65L and such a block exists in used 
rondition . 

It c a n  be presumed that the reason for the  rec utting of these particul ar 
positions was a desire to  better  the appearance of  the  stamps that came from 
them but it is difficult to ascertain, by a study of the stamps, that the posit ions 
from which they came were more in need of recntting than \\·ere m an�- other 
positions on the plate . 

Some Yery clever fakes have been made out of Type I I I  stamps b�- " paint
in g " and it i s  a good idea to actually plate the st.amp carefu l ly  to be certa in 
that it actually is from the proper recut position on  the plate. 

No plate varieties other than recutting a r e  known on these 'l'ype IV stamps. 

Shades : Green,  dark green , yel low green.  

Varieties : Recutting varieties 8. S  previously noted : Recut outer  line a t  top ; 6 5 L, 7 4 L ,  
8 6 L ,  3 R  Recut  outer  l ine a t  bottom : 5 4 L, 5 5 L, 7 6 L  Recut  t o p  a n d  bottom 
o u ter l ine : 1 4 L. 

Plates : P l ate One .  

Cancellations : Black,  b l u e ,  r e d ,  brown.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  or 1 8 5 9 year date ,  " Paid , "  Steamsh i p ,  Territorial , Ex
press Company ,  Numeral .  

Quantity Issued : E stim ated a t  2 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  



Chapter X I I I  

TH E TWE LV E  C E NT STAM P 01F TH E 1 85 1  SERI ES 

Figure 27 3 .  This is a fine enlargement of a die proof of the 'l'welve Cent 1 851 stamp. 
The apparent break i n  the right outside fraJDe line is  due to a llaw in our halftone ns 

it actually Is complete on the 11roof and also o n  the finished stumps. 

1 74 
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F i g·ure 274. 12c 1851 co"·-ers used in 1801 a r e  f a r  front c o 1u11 1 0 11 a n d  the use of t h e  N n1 n l l  
. .  H o s t o n  P a i d "  o n  t h i s  stan1 p  i s  certa i n l y  rare a nd i nd<•ed nuty b e  unique. .A s h b rook 1•hoto. 

�·> 
' 

Figure :b75. A stri1• of 4 paying t h e  double rnte to Irelmul with n 6c cred i t  to Great 
Britain u s  the cover sent by Atnerican Packet thru L iverpool. Courtesy o f  Win . O .  Btlden. 
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Figure 2176. 1 2c 1 8 5 1 .  

This "·as the subject of quite an intensive study by Lt .  Col. J .  K. Tracy 
and Stanley B. Ashbrook, who produced an interesting booklet about the stamp 
in 1926 and by Mortimer L. Neinken who produced the very fine Handbook 
" The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp ". This was published in 1 9 64 by the Collect
ors Club. vVe urge anyone who is in terested in this stamp to obtain a copy. 
'l'he varieties to be found on this stamp seem never to have caught the fancy of 
many philatelists. Perhaps this is due to the fact that the stamps do not contain 
as many interesting varieties as do the le, 3c, and lOc stamps of the same issue , 
and in addition they are difficult to obta in  in the multiple pieces that are so 
necessary for intensive study. 

While the United States Stamp C atalogue indicates that the stamp was 
issued on July 1. 1 85 1 ,  we be l ieve the earl iest known use is Aug. 4, 1851 .  So 
far as has been determi ned u p  to this t imr.  all known issued copies of the 12c 
1 85 1 , which of course were imperforate, are from a single plate which is known 
to students of the stamp as " Plate One " a lthough no copy of the stamp bearing 
this plate number h as yet been discovered. It is true that unused imperforate 
singles and pairs exist from Plate Three, but so far as is known, no genuinely 
used imperforate copies from this plate exist and it  is believed that all such 
imperforates are nothing more than sample copies .  It  is known that the print
ers , Toppan , Carpenter & Co . ,  submitted an imperforate trial color sheet in 
black and the ex ist ing imperforate unused stamps from Plate Three came from 
this trial color sheet. 

A port ion of a letter that follows is of interest. It was from Toppan, 
Carpenter & Co . ,  and was sent to the Third Asst. Postmaster General . We 
quote : ' ' We have the honor of submitting i n  c losed part of a p roof sheet of the 
new Thirty Cents Stamp . \Ve inclose also an impression ( half sheet ) of the 
Twelve Cents plate that the Postmaster may contrast the two and decide upon 
the propriety of printing the Thirty Cents in black. ' '  

Plate Three was in use at the time this letter was mailed and i t  seems quite 
evident that the half sheet forwarded to  the Post Office Department was an 
imperforate half sheet from this p late . 

The fact that there was a Plate Three ( which actually was used for the 1857 
issue ) indicates the possibility that there were three p lates of the Twelve Cent 
but no physical proof, in the way of stamps, has ever been discovered to prove 
the existence of more than one p late for the imperforate stamps of 1851, which 
for convenience we call " Plate One " although it might possibly h ave been 
' ' Plate Two. ' '  In the beginning of the chapter devoted to the Issue of 1857-
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1860 you wi l l  find quoted a letter from S .  H .  Carpenter, of the  firm of Toppan,  
Carpenter & Co . ,  "·hich stated, in part : ' ' In 1857-it became necessary for us 
to  make-1 plate of 1 2 c ,  etc. " It is  very reasonable  to  assume that Mr. Car
prntrr was correct in his remarks and. if such is the case, the p late he was 
ta lk i n g about must have bren " Plate T\YO. " Whether th is p late was ever put 
to actual  use is anoth er matter .  In any event, C o l .  Tracy examined over 4,000 
copies of the 1 2c and he failed to  find a singl e specimen that could have been 
from such a plate. This is good evidence that such a plate was never put to 
use and it is certain proof that if the plate was put to use stamps from it cer
tainly are rare. The chances are that three plates actual ly  were made but only 
two of them were put to actual use. Only the p late we call " Plate One " was 
used for the 1 8 5 1  stamps. 

'I'here was a great deal of recutt ing on Plate One. Nearly every position 
on the plate had the outer frame lines rrcut. Many of the positions had the 
innrr right and left frame l inrs recut. Because of the fact that the engraver 
that rrcut the plate obviously was very skil lful, it  is often difficult to detect 
"·here some of  the recutting started or ended . 

An rxamination of Die Proofs shows t h at the right inner frame line was 
weak, especially from the lower right rosette to the bottom frame line,  and on 
the plate  4 out of 5 positions were recut in t h is area. Position lOOLI was recut 
in the lower left corner and positions 43LI,  53T1 I ,  63LI,  and 73LI were recut in 
both the right and left lower corners. Stamps from 89LI show a double recut 
l ine in the upper p ortion of the inside right frame l ine . 

T here are numerous double transfers on th is stamp but most of them are 
sma l l  and not too important . The most pronounced double transfer is found 
on 2 7RI and in this item every letter in the top label shows the double. There 
is a doubling of all four rosettes and there is an extension of the r ight frame 
line that is  the result of the doub l e  transfer. Position 49Rl has a peculiar 
double transfer that shows up as a semi-circular series of dots in the lower 
right corner and margin. Most all of the other doubles that can be found show 
the doubling in the center of the rosettes or in  the letters " U. S .  Postage " or 
' '  T 'relve Cents. ' '  T wo triple transfers are known and come from positions 5RI 
and 49R I .  

The  paper used for  this stamp nried from thin to rather thick and was 
a hard , white wove paper.  The gum w a s  quite l ibernlly applied and varied in 
color from nearly colorless to  an amber shade. 

The stamps usual ly are gray black 01 ·  b l ack but they quite often are found 
in a rea l ly  intense deep black.  

This is one of the first stamps that occasional ly were bisected for use as 
a stamp of lower Yalue.  Diagonal or vertical halves of the stamp were used, 
although rarely, as  a 6c stamp,  and quartered portions of the stamp h ave been 
found usrcl as a 2c  stamp .  It  is  obvious that such items have value only when 
usecl ancl 01 1  cover, or possibly when found used on a pirce .  Both halves and 
quartrr spl its  were found in  the famous Carrol l-Hoy correspondence and these 
found "·ere used from Canton. Mississippi .  'l' h ese bisects 11 l'e known to have been 
usecl most oftrn from Cal ifornia to pay the 6c Paid rate .  'i\Thether or not such 
bisrcts were sold over the counter at the postoffic r is  n ot known but the Post
mastrr in San F' rancisco recognized them and permitted thrir use. Some post
offices in the E ast accep t ed these l etters as having been prepaid but others 
marked them ' '  lOc Due ' '  which was the unpaid rate or rated t hem as Ship 
Letters \Yi th 7 c Due.  
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One of the most distressing days of the author 's life 'rns the day he leamed, 
from a lady that should have known better because she previously had been paid 
a w ry considerable sum for a cover bearing a Type I One Cent 1851 ,  that she 
had just burned up 26 covers bearing quarters and halves of the 12 cent 1851  
because " the stamps were imperfect and stamps that aren 't perfect aren 't any 
good . " You can be certain that in 1 943 the greatest find of " splits " ever made 
wen t  up in smoke in a little Pennsylvania town. 

Another interestin g variety of this stamp is " printed on both sides. " T t  
i s  believed that there are but four known copies of th is item and the author 
possibl�· turned up the l ast copy found. This was about 1930 and so far as is 
knmrn this stamp still reposes in an I owa collection. 

Figure 211"1. 'l1his bisect, exn n1ined and O.K'd b y  Ashbrook, "·as 1ua iletl i n  S a n  F rancisco 
of August 16,  1 853 and recehTed i n  1\':"en· York on S e1•te1uber Uth. Routed "Vin N i caraj:,"na" 

and cance l l ed 'vith a ''ery nice "S'I1E.AIU S H IP" cancellation. Courtesy 'V111. O. Bilden.  
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F i gure 2'78. H ere i s  n fin e  ' ' p a i r  n n d  a h a l f "  o f t h t• 12c 1 S::tl t h a t  n·a s  s o l d  i n  t h t•  :.! n tl 
Cns1lnry S a l e  h e J d  by H. R . • H n r111 er on J u n .  l i ,  l H :H. T h i s  coyer took t h e  !.W<• Pn<_• i ti c  
C o a s t  1·c1 t e  t h n t  n·n s  i n  etfe <_•t fron1 J u l y  l .  18;)1 to J u l y  1 , l /'tli)a n· h e n  i t  n· ��s 1·t• tl u e e tl ·� o 2-lc. 
I. a t e  i n  J u l y  or e a r l y  in A_uµ;u s t .  181:-l t h e  Post O ffi c e  :1t S n n  Ji� r n n c j sco r a n  out o f  :le st :un1•s 
n n cl i t  i s  d u r i n �· this JJ e r i o d ,  a 1 1 1l front t h i s  o tfi t•e.  t h n t  111ost o f  the l :.!t• b .l s t•t•ts 0 1· i ;:; i 1 1 : 1 t e d .  
� tnue l•:.:1 s t E r11 1 t o s t o ffi c e  reco�·ni�ecl t h e  b hiif• t•ts,  s o n 1 e  r a t t•d t h e s t• l e t t e r s  u J ) u e 0 •  O n  
Ntn·e111 h t' r  IO. 1 1'o>:·�a the Pos t 1 1 1 n st e r  f � t· n e 1·aJ i s s n f' tl  n u  ord l' r  fo1·b i cl d i nµ; l'Pt.· o�·n i t i o n  ::t s  
f o l lon·s : " I f  t h P  s t n n 1 1t b e  t•n t  o n t  o f .  oi' S<"Jt:t rat etl f r o n t  t h e  p1n·t> l o 1H• o n  ,,· h i c h  H ,,· n s  
ni:ule, t h t•  leg;nl ,·a l u e  o f  b o t h  i s  d e s t r o y t• tl ; 1u• i t h t""r dtw·s t �1 e  l a "· a u t h o r h; e  t h P  n s e  of 1 n 1 r1s 
o f  (Jo s t a µ;t• s t n 1 1 1 1Js i 11  JJ rt'JUt } · 1 u e n t  o f  )J o s t a g c . "  O f  course t h -.. t •ost t o  ·t h e  u s e r  o f  the 1ut i r  
n 1ul a Jua l f  n·n s  aoc ,,·]t h ·h n·a s  a n  o ,· e r 1n 1 y  o f  l t• 1 • u t  1 h e  b � s t• t• t  \nt s reeog·n i z e tl :t ntl t h e  

eo\·er ,,·en t  t h r u  t o  L h· P rtHH•I a s  f u l l y  fJ :'t'J) a : d .  

F i µ;ure !:·7U. B i s e <_•t u s e tl  t o  111 n k t• 1 1 1• t h t•  I Oc r : t t P  t o  C n n a d n .  
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Ashbrook had a c l ipping from a Rochester, N. Y. paper dated July 3 ,  1851  
in which a statement was  made that the le,  3c ,  and 12c stamps were placed on 
sale on the afternoon of June :10th but he to ld me he never had seen a July 
use of the 12c .  

He fm ther stated that this was the earliest 12c bisect known to him.  The 
l e  str ip is composed of type  I I  stamps . At the t ime this bisect was used there 
was no regulation in  effect that prohibited the use of a bisect and such an 
order was not issued unt i l  late in 1853 .  This particular  cover was privately 
carried from Cuba to  New York where it was p l ac ed in the mails .  

Figure 280. Bisect u s e d  to 1u1y t h e  H e  r a t e  fron1 S a u  F ra n cisco " V i n  N ic.urugun." 

Phil ip H. Ward, Jr. had a superb mint block of 10, probably the finest 
known piece of this stamp . There was a block of 12 in the Crocker Collection 
but it was somewhat cut into .  E dgar Jessup had a b lock of 18  used on a large 
l egal envelope and this likely is t he largest used block in existence.  There was 
a fine used block of 8 in the Maurice Burrus co l lection and a different very fine 
block of 8 in the Sir Nicholas Waterhouse Sale .  
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Figure 2."'.1 . A s hbrook exn1ni11etl this cover ht 1950 .tuul stated Hin lUy Opinion, This Cover 
is G enui n e  i n  Every Res1•ect." 'l'hfs rnre b i se<•t, (I '''onder i f  ,,.e should not invent a t ernt 
"qunrtersect" for s u c h  ite1n s ? ) ,  cn111e front the f a 111ous Buchanan Carrol l  fi n d  ntnde ninny 
years ng;o i n  N eu- O r lenns. It u•n s  use•l on Jun. 1 0  in Canton, l\liss. hut the year date ls 
unkno,v n  a1tltough of course it "·u s  t85a or htter since i t  '''US on a n  envelo11 e  issued in 
July, 185:-1. This is n cover that real l y  tells its o n·n story. 'rl1i s  l ittle 11iece of a stnu1p has 
h n fl u 1>retty fair 1>ercentag:e iucren s e  in value ! Does anyone think that it could be bought 

for less thnn 100,000 times its originnl cost? I don't. Plrnto by Ashbrook. 

The only time I came closP to haYin g mal de mer on dry land was the day 
that a lad�· personally known to me, and whom I believe, told me she burned a 
number of covers with these quarter pieces of stamps on them because she 
thought a stamp had to be whole an d p erfect to be of any value . ' ' A l i ttle 
knmdedge IS a dangerous thing " . 

Shades : Blac k ,  gray black,  intense black.  

Varieties : Printed o n  both s ides ,  double  transfer ,  triple transfer ( 5 R I and 4 9 R  I ) ,  
Not  r e c u t  i n  lower right  corner ,  R e c u t  in  lower right corner ,  R e c u t  i n  
lower left  c o rner ( 4 3 L, 5 3 L, 6 3 L. 7 3 L , l O O L ,  Plate One ) . 

Plates : P l ate One .  

Cancellations :  Black ,  red,  b l u e ,  brown,  magen t 9. ,  orange ,  green .  

Cancellation varieties : " Paid , " "Way , "  Steamship , Steamboat ,  Supplem e ntary Mail  
Type A,  Railroad,  " H o n o l u l u "  i n  red ,  U .  S .  Express Mail .  

Quantity issued : Estim ated at 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  



Chapter X I V  

TH E I SSU E O F  1 857- 1 860 

TOPPAN, Carpenter & Co. ,  produced t h e  stamps of this issue , as they did 
the Issue of 1851 ,  and from which issue they differ mainly in that they 
are perforated . No legislation was neces!'ary t o effect this  change but 

in order to present some informat i o n  rega rding it we here reproduce a p ortion 
of a letter that on numero us occasions has  appeared in the philatelic  pre3s.  T h e  
letter was a ddressed t o  t h e  C ommissioner of Internal ReYenue and \Ya.s \Yritt en 
by S. H .  Carpenter , formerly a member of Toppan , Carpenter & Co.  

" I n  1 8 5 7  the P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  determined to in tro duce  the perforation o f  
Postage Stamps.  In o r d e r  to do this  it  became necessary for u s  to make 3 n e w  
plates of  1 c e n t ,  6 plates of  3 c ,  1 p l a t e  of  5 c ,  1 plate o f  l O c ,  1 p l ate of 1 2 c a n d  1 
plate of 2 4 c , in all , 1 3  p l ates ,  besides a large ou tlay to procure the n e �essary ma
chinery for perforating the stamps ,  and ,  i n  view of the fact  that  our  first  c o :1tract  
w i th the Government would expire i n  a b o u t  4 months from that t i m e  a n d  might  n o t  
be renewed ,  w e  f e l t  i t  to be necessary to protect  o u rselves against  l o s s  by asking 
that ,  i n  case the contract  for furnishing Pos tage Stamps should  n o t  b e  renewed 
with us at the  end o f  o u r  ter m ,  t h a t  in that  case the Govern ment should  indemnify 
u s from loss  b y  paying u s  $ 5 0 0  for the engraving o f  each o f  the 13 plates ,  o r  $ 6 , 5 0 0  
for the whol e o f  the plates ,  a n d  a further s u m  o f  $ 3 , 0 0 0  for the p erforating m a c h i n e  
with the  necessary m a c h inery.  T h i s  was p r o m p t l y  agreed to b y  the Postmaster 
General  a n d  a contract  to that  effect  was made and executed on 6 Feb .  1 8 5 7 .  T'he 
p l ates a nd per fora t in g  m a c h i n ery were ,  o f  cour<e ,  to become the property of  the 
Govern m e n t ,  in  t h e  contingency o f  o u r  losing the  contract a n d  the  Govern m e n t  
p a y i n g  for the  p l a t e s  and machinery .  

I have given the above facts  not  on ly  from m y  o w n  recol lect ion o f  them but  
from the contract  with the P .  0 .  Departmen t ,  w h i c h  is before m e .  

( S igned J S .  H .  CARPENTE R ,  
of  t h e  l a t e  firm o f  Toppan,  C arpenter & C o . "  

Phi ladelphia , April  2 n d ,  1 8 6 3 .  

I t  may come a s  a surprise for some t o  learn that perforat i ng was brought 
about not only by a dem a nd for a11 rasy "·a:· to  separate t h e st a mps but a s  a 
means of causin g the  stam ps to adhere better t o the l etters.  

The mach ine rnsed for perfo rat ing t h ese stamps was purch ased from \Vm . 

B emrose & Sons. of Derb.v .  E nglan d , by T op pa n , Carpenter & Com pan:· at a 
cm;t of ap prox imately $GOO. Such evidence as is available indicates that the 
machine as purchased was made to rou lette  r a t h e r  t h a n  perfor ate . A few ap 
p a rently authentic t r i a l  roul f'tted stamps \\"f're produced by the printers but 
t h f'se "·ere not put i nt o use.  The ma,. hine was c o nvert ed into a p erforat in g 
machine by the  prin t er.'i , \rh i c h  wa.'i not a. d i fficu l t task s ince  it p r i nc i pal l:· in
volved only the subst itut in g  of o n e  �et  of perfora t iilg rol lers for another.  T h e  
machine w a s  s o  buil t th at sufficient  rol l ers c o u l d  be nsed t o  p e rfora te a l l  of the 
vertica l or h orizonta l  rmrs o f  sta m p s  at  one time.  By varying t h e  spac ing lw
t\\·e e11 t h e  roll ers ,  which was f'as.'· bec anse thf'.'' were nwrely fastened to a shaft 
by means of  a set sere\\·, t h e  spa t' ing could be adj u.�tecl to accornoJatf'  stamps 
of an y length or w i dt h .  F rnm st u d ies of t h e  stam ps of t h P  1857 issue , i t  does 
howeYer seem eYident that t he m a c h i n f'  h ad a I: i11 i ta t irn as t o the \ridth of t h e 
sheet th at  it could accomodate .  If  th is  supp osit i o n  i s  t rue,  i t  explains why th e 
stamps of t he 1857 issue \\'ere : ;et  r;o cl ose t o g e t h e r .  r .;pec ia l l y i n  th e vert i c a l  
rmrs. for a n y  'rider spacin g \\·o u l d  h a w resulted in a. s h r d  r n  l R rge t h at t h e  
mach ine \\·ould n ot a ccornoclate  i t .  

In act ua l  practice ,  i t  c a n be snppo�ed th a t the day 's nm of sheets was 
perforat ed one way a n d  then t il l• r oll f'rs  werf' respa�ed to p erfora t f' the >iheets the 
other way. It is bel i eYed t h a t  t l: e  fi rst stamps th at \\·ere perforat ed werr de
liVf'rf'd t o  t h e  Gowrnment on Februa1T 24. 1857. 

·while the perforat ion of  t h e  1 8 ;-d sta mps i s usuall:· cal led 1 5 , a chrl ·k of 
any number of  spec i mens 1·eyea I s  that the gauge is very n early 1 51/:i . 

Three new denomina tions of stamps "·erf' issued in t h is series and they 
consisted of a h\'ent.'·-four cent stam p ,  a thirty cent  8tamp, and a ninety cent 
stamp. Al l wil l  be described in  due course. 

182 



Chapter XV 

TH E ON E C E NT STAM PS OF T H E  1 857 SERI ES 

Type I ( Scott 1 8 , M i n kus  1 8 )  

ALL of the stamps l

.

> f  t h e  1 8 5 7  series "·ere perforated 1 5 .  'fhe earliest 
known use of Type I was ,J a n uary ::: ;) , 1861 .  All T y p e  I perforated 
stamps eame from Plate  12  \\' h ich had 9 9  posit i ons that prod uced Type 

I stamps and 1 0 1 posit ions  that produced T�·1w 11 stamps .  For some reason, 
one possibility being t h a t  the surfa ce  of the steel  plate was not perfectly true, 
these stamps often are found \\·ith a rather  he1wy film of ink covering the back
ground of the stamp. The mottled a p pea rance of snch st a mps can be seen in the 
illustration given on the following p age. 

Fig;u.re � !! .  l: 1>1>·er u a i r  are Ty1u- I I  a n d  t h e  l o \\·er 11a i r  n re 'ry1>e I. 

There are numerous doub l e  transfe ts to b e  fo und on t h ese stamps and 
several of them are  Ycry p ro!ninent .  Pos i t ion 9 1  f rom tile r ight p an e  has a 
defect commonly cal l et1 a · · Cra ekcd P l a t e ' '  bu t t il l' d e fect in this particul a r  
i tem h a s  m o r e  of t h e  a pp e a r a 1H·P of a g a s h  i n  the  p l a t l� than it h a s  of a crack.  

All  stamps from P l ate  1 2 ,  both the Type I a 11cl t h e  Type I L  stamps t hat 
come from this  plate, �how a dot in the \\·bite  borde r  s1 1 1Tounding t h e  medallion 
on th e lef t  side. 'l'his is one o f  t h e  tests t h a t  (•a n  be a ppl iPd to stamps that a re 
supp osed to be the t rn c  TnJe I i m perforak T h e  i m p erforatc  stamp,  7 R I E ,  
t h e  only T y p e  I imperfo rat e ,  does n o t  liaYe t h i s  secret d o t .  

'l' h e  la rgest known bl ock of th i.s st a m p ,  a n t1  \Yh i e h  l ikely is u n i que, i s  a 
mint block of 7 8  compm:cll of 40 T.Y Jle  I stamps a nd 38 Type I I  stam ps. 'fhis 
item was i n  th e Saul �(' \\·bury Col l rdion t h a t  \YH S sold at auction b" Robert 
A. S i egel .  

· · 

1 8 3  
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Figure 283. Showing mottled appearance. 

Figure 28 1. \-u riety i n  Curl 1n "N." Figure 285. Double Transfer. 

The vertical line that runs the whole  length of the stamp illustrated in 
Figure 284 apparently is a guide line that was rul ed from the top to the bottom 
of the plate .  It appears that  these l ines were lightly ruled on the plate and the 
majority of them either wore away after the first printings or they were bur
nished out after the plate 'ms transferred. A horzontal l ine was ruled across 
the bottom of the p late and this line j ust touched the bottom part of the bottom 
right full plume. This line did not touch the corresponding ornament at the 
left although a number of  positions show an extra line above the regular line 
which touched the left full p lume and the bottom part of the left ball. 
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Figure 2 86 .  A n i c e  stri1• of •ry 1>e I H s t" d  front n s r n a l l  t o \\ ·11 i n  l o \\· : 1 .  Phot o C o u r t e sy 
'Vm. 0. B i l den 

Double perforation rn r i e t i es a re nncommo11 in this  series but H i drnrd S .  
Platt illustrated a T y p e  I \\· i t h  an extra row of  r e rfon1 t i o 11 s  a t  t h e  l e f t  i 1 1  an 
art icle in the Jan uary 1 9 5-! .American Philatelist. 

Shades : B l u e ,  pale b l u e ,  dark b l u e .  

Varieties : Double  transfer,  C r a c k e d  p l a t e  ( 9 1 R XII ) .  

Plates : Plate Twelve.  

Cancellations : Black,  b l u e , red,  violet .  

Cancellation varieties : " Paid , "  B lack Carrier,  R e d  Carrier.  
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Type la ( Scott 1 9, M inkus 1 9 )  

F i A·nre 287'. Stri 1• of 3, 'r n•es 1 . \ ,  l A .  l C .  ( l'\ e \\· b u 1· y  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  

The strip o f  three stamps shown h ere i s  unqnr.stionably one o f  t h e  fine,,;t 
and most rrmarkablr it ems kn own to p h i l ately .  It l o ng was one of the prized 
pieces in the co l ledion o f  Sir ::\' ic h ol as 'N a t r r h o n • e  l; u t  S i r  �ichola,-; fi n a l ly 
was pursuaded hy .Jlr .  S a ul :\'ewbnry t h a t  t h e  itl•m p r o p rrly br longecl in t h e  
Newbury Collec t i o n .  Ashbrook stated that  he l'O lls iclered perforat e T�·pe I a  
gtamps n o t  touched by t h e  p e rfora tion.-., a s  t h r  1 a rr - t  st a m p s  i n  the  1857  i sme 
and that  th r s t r i p  i n  the  Ne,rlrnry Coll eetion \\"a S  t h e  fi n rst such item he had 
SC' e ! I .  

II ;1& · 
,;? · 

;") / -· . � �/ ' I J /l /' · . ..('--
· L---.,..--7 J ': 1· i ; ,  /./if4,,_ ,,:�,.,Z .. q,,/ /7/ 71'c ,., .. ' 1 · / / ,/ L- /f/V /' ti /· / ' t.-./' ,,/ (,/ / <' f 

· '  / . . // . .  
/ (/ ll t . 

Figure 288. A h e n u t i f u l  co11y of 'l' y 1 1 e  ln slun·d n g; t h e  f u l l  d e s i j.!.· n .  ( I� x - :\" e"·h u r y  c o t h � c t i o n ) .  

The reason th a t  Type l a s t a l l l ps w i t h  t l i c• JH • rfo n1 t i o n s  frer of t lt r  des ign 
are  so rare is  t h a t  the  normal  s< ' a i n g· of  t i l l" h n r i z c n t a l  1 ·0 \\· s of  perfo ra t i ons  was 
25 to 251/'.tmrn. a p a rt \r h i l c " t l . P  ! p 1 ; µ 1 h o f  a 'l' yp < '  Ia  '. t ;1 1 1 i ; 1  i.-.; ::6mm. Un a frw 
.sheets the perforating· m a �· h inP a p parPn t l y  \\"<I s n· P t  o r  fo r -:orne n • a -.: 0 1 1 \\"il,s so 
operated th a t  thr h o r i zon t a l  pe rfo rati o n s  o n  thr t o p  a n t l  b o t t om 1·0 11·s of th e 
sheet were 27 t o  2 7 1/2rnm.  a part . 'l' h i s  process w a s  so�m abandoned a n d  t h e  
magn ificent !-tr ip shmrn eame from one of the shrets t h at \Yas perforated i n  
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F i A·ure 28H. T h i s  s hon·s lt o tv  t h e  11or1n nl setting of the })t"rforuti ng n1n c h in�ry n·ns bountl 
t o cut h1to the design. 

this unusual manner. The strip l·Omes from posit ions 94, 95, and 9 6R, IV and 
thus consists of Type Ia, Type I a ,  and Type I c-a wonderful combination. 

Type Ia comes only from the bottom row of bot h panes of Plate IV. It 
is a scarce stamp in  any c o n d i tion wh i l e i n  the cond it ion shown in the �ewbury 
strip it is one of the greatest rarities of philate l y .  

Shades : Blue ,  dark b l u e .  

Varieties : None. 

Cancellations : Black, red.  

Cancellation varieties : Red Carrier .  
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Type l e  

Although this type i s  not not listed b y  Scott i t  i s  an exceedingly fine and rare 
variety. It very closely resembles Type Ia and is  often mistaken for it. The 
difference between Type Ia and le is found at the bottom of the stamp for in 
Type le the right plume is  only about half complete and the right ball is 
only partially complete. The left plume is complete or very nearly complete 
and the left ball may be complete or only partially complete. This  type comes 
only from Plate 4 and from only 8 positions on the plate. It will be remem
bered that on Type IA stamps the design is complete at the bottom. 

Figure :mo. Type I C .  Fii;·ure Z9I .  Type I C  Variety Curl i n  " C "  
of Cent. 

The finest examples of Type IC stamps come from positions 9 1R4 and 96R4. 
Of the 6 other positions that produced stamps of this type,  47L4, 49L4, 83R4,  
81L4, 82L4, and 89L4,  it  is doubtful if any of them produced stamps that 
were exactly like the " E "  Re l i ef from \Yl1ich they were made. Probably each 
of these positions was damaged to some slight extent by the burnishing tool. 
Varieties of this nature are of great interest to specialists but the premier 
student of this issue, Stanley B .  Ashbrook, who di scovered this variety, did not 
believe it should be listed as a eata log variety. 

Shades : Blue,  dark b lue .  

Varieties : N o n e .  

Plates : Plate Four .  

Cancellations : Black .  

<'Atncellation varieties : None.  
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Type I I  ( Scott 20, M i nkus 20 ) 

This Typ e 2 p erforated stamp came from Pl ate One Late,  Plate 2, Plate 
4, P late 11 and P l at e 1 2 .  P l ate One Late had exactly one posit ion that p roduced 
Type II stamps, while P l ate 2 produced 'fype II stamps from every position 
but one ! On Plate 4 there were 20 positions that produced T�'pe II stamps. 
Pl at e 11 had 20 positions ( the top row of both panes)  that produced T�·pe II 
stamps whi l e  Pl ate 12 had 1 0 1  positions that produced Type I I .  

T h e  earliest reported use is  July 2 6 ,  1 8 5 7 .  

F ti;·urs 292. Figure 293. Note t h e  llifference in the to1> 
ornn1nents '\Vhen eon1paretl to F i gure 29 1 .  

Pt-1 1 1-. A O E  L P ti t A  JU LY .30 1 e s 1. 
FAR LY U5E. O f

O N E  C � N T  
PE: R f'O R ATe D. 

Pl<>h-:. 2. 

F i g·ure !!-94. A '\'e r y  e a r l y  u s e  of 'l1YJh� II t>erforated. 
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The ' ' Big Crack ' '  illustrated previously on the imperforate Type II stamps 
of course is found on the perforated stamps from Plate 2.  They are considerably 
more scarce in the perforated stamps than in the imperforate and it is more 
difficult to find a nice copy in the perforates than in the imperforates. 

Figure 295. Few of the runny double trunsfers found on Ty11e II stam11s 111•11ro11ch t h e  
one found on 1•osition 7'2H.12. 

A considerable number of double transfers will be found on these stamps.  
Ashbrook covered all  such minute details in his work on this stamp and anyone 
who is seriously interested in specializing in these One Cent stamps should, 
without fail, make every effort to obtain Ashbrook 's masterful two volume study 
" The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 . " Unfortunately, this work 
is now out of print but it can occasionally be purchased from those who handle 
philatel ic  l iterature. It  is occasionally offered at auction. 

Type II is the first of the One Cent types that have been found on a Patriotic 
cover. The stamp is not uncommon in p airs and strips but in block form it 
is quite scarce, particularly in used blocks which are worth about twice as much 
as are unused blocks. 

Shades : B l u e ,  pale b lue ,  dark blue . 

Varieties : Double transfer,  Cracked plate ( 2 L, 1 2 L, 1 3 L ,  2 3 L, 3 3 L ,  Plate I I ) .  

Plates : Plate One Late,  Plate Two ,  Plate Four ,  Plate Eleven,  Plate Twelve.  

Cancellations : Black,  blue,  red ,  green.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  year date ,  1 8 5 8  year date ,  1 8 6 1  year date,  " Paid , " Rail
road, " Way , "  Steamboat,  Red C arrier,  Black Carrier. 
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Type 1 1 1  ( Scott 2 1 , M i nkus 2 1  ) 

I n  addition to the 2 i l lustrations shown here, you will find illustrations of 
this type, Type III ,  with the information previously given for the Imperforate 
Type III  of the 1851  Issue .  It should be understood that these various types of 
the One Cent stamp vary considerably within themselves and the illustrations 
given are for typical and varied examp les . E ach type must have certain char
acteristics as defined by the authorities on these stamps but after having these 
particular characteristics they can vary considerably. Type III stamps offer 
full proof of this for the tops and bottoms of the Type III stamps from differ
ent positions, and from different plates, vary a great deal as can be seen in the 
illustrations that have been given . 

The finest Type III  stamp comes from position 99R2. It is a rare item and 
on it no ca ncel lations other than black have been noted. 

Type III stamps can be found in  combination with Type Illa stamps and 
such combinations are of particular interest. 

Shades : B l u e ,  pale  b l u e ,  dark b l u e  ( 9 9 R  I I ) .  Blue ,  dark b l u e  ( Plate F o u r ) . 

Varieties : None 

Plates : Plate T w o ,  Plate Four .  

Cancellations :  Black ,  b lue ,  red ,  green .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 8  year date ,  " Paid , "  Black Carr ier , Red Carrier.  
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Type I l l a ( Scott 22, M i nkus 22 ) 

Type Illa  perforated stamps came from Plate 2, from position 100R2 only ; 
from Plate IV which had atout 1 1 8  positions that produced Type Illa  stamps ; 
and from Plate XI which had 180 p ositions that produced Type Illa stamps.  
EYery stamp from this plate, includin g  the 20 T�·pe I I  stamps from the top 
ro"·s of each pane of the plate, had a " secret mark " in the form of a dot as is 
shown in the i llustration below. This  makes it possible to easily identify the 
Type Illa stamps that come from Plate XI .  

F igure 298. Exn m 1•Ies of Type I H A  from Plate II.  

J4-,ig·ure 299. The left tn·o stn1nps are "lnt1> erfo1·ate betn•een." 

This stamp is known on a patriotic cover and is perhaps worth about 50 % 
more thus than on a regular cover. 

All of these Typ e Illa stamps, both those from Plate XI and from Plat� 
IV, are rare in blocks. Frcm Plate IV they exist in  a horizontal p air, imperfor
ate between, as is i l lustrated here. 

The earliest known use of a Type Illa is from Plate 4 and the stamp was 
used from New York on July 2 6 ,  1857.  Earliest known use from Plate I I  was 
an off cover copy in the Edgar Jessup collection. It  was dated Jan. 12 , 1 8 6 1 .  
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Shades : B l u e ,  pale  b l u e ,  dark b lue  ( Plate XI ) .  B l u e ,  dark b l u e  ( Plate I V ) . 
Varieties : D o u b l e  transfer ( Plate XI ) .  
Plates : Plate Two ,  Plate F o u r ,  Plate Eleven.  
Oancellations : B l a c k ,  blue ( Plate IV ) .  Black , b l u e ,  r e d ,  green ( Plate XI ) .  
Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5  8 year date ,  " Pai d , "  Red Carrier ( Plate I V ) . " Paid , "  

R e d  Carrier ,  Black Carrier,  B l u e  C arrier ( Plate XI ) . 

Type I V  ( Scott 23,  M i nkus 23 ) 

The Type I V  perforated stamps all come from Plate One Late, and every 
position on the plate , "·ith the exception of 4H, was recut. Stamps from every 
one of these recut positions are called Type IV stamps. The different types of 
recutt ing can be seen in the i llustrations previously shown for the imperforate 
Type IV stamps. The perforated stamps of this issue , and the imperforated 
stamps of the 1 8 5 1  issue, all came from the same plate, Plate One Late. The 
varieties of recutting on these stamps naturally are identical with those of the 
imperforate stamps of the same type .  

Varieties of  Recuts : 

Recut  once a t  top and once a t  botto m ,  1 1 3  on p late 
Recut  once a t  top, 4 0  o n  plate  
Recut  once at top ,  a n d  twice  at  bottom,  21  o n  p l a te 
Recut twice at bottom ,  1 1  on plate 
Recut  once at  botto m ,  8 on p l a te 
Rec u t  once at bottom a n d  twi'.'e o n  t o p ,  4 on p l ate 
Recut twice at bottom and twict a t  top ,  2 o n  plate 
Pair, one stamp not recu t ;  4 R l  with 3 R l ,  4Rl with 5 R l ,  4 R l  with 1 4 R l  

Figure 300. Druu·ing s b on· i n g  locutions o f  various k i n ds o f  recuts. T h e  streug·tb o f  the 
recuts i s  of course exagg·ernted. 

Of course in the perforates as well as the imperforates, Type II  and Type 
IV can be found in combinat ion since the stamp from 4HIL was a Type II while 
all of the rest of the stamps on the plate were Type IV. 

The perforate Type IV of 1857 is considerably more scarce than the same 
type in the imperforate of 1 8 5 1 .  Occasionally a copy with fake perforations 
is found but this happens so seldom that it should not be a source of much 
worry to collectors. 
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Blocks really are rarities of the first water. 

There is  a cover used on July 25,  1857 from Castleton, Vt. that was in the 
Morris Fortgang Collection. 

Shades : B l u e ,  pale b l u e ,  dark b lue .  

Yal'icties : Dou ble transfer , D o u b l e  transfer-one inve rtBd ( 7 1 L  I L ) , Tr ip le  trans-
fer-one inverted ( 8 1 L  I L  and 9 1 L  I L ) , Cracked plate.  

Plates : P late One Late.  

Cancellations :  Black,  b l u e ,  red.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  year date , 1 8 5 8  year date ,  " Pa i d , "  R e d  Carrier ,  Black 
Carrier ,  Railroad,  "Way , "  Steamb oat, " Stea m . "  

Type V ( Scott 24, M i nkus 24 ) 

Type V stamps are the most common of all of the One Cent perforated 
stamps. They were p rinted from p late 5,  which produced both Type V and 
Type Va stamps, and from p lates 7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  and IO which produced only Type V 
stamps. 

F i gure 3 0 1 .  Ty1> ienl T�·pe V stnm1> .  

It is our understanding that Morris Fortgang discovered a strip of four 
with two of the stamps being Type V and two Va which were at the time thought 
to be from " Plate 6 ". In 1955 Mortimer Neinken obtained a block of 21 of the 
le which contained both types, Type V and Type Va and which he plated as 
coming from the left pane of Plate 5 .  These Type Va stamps, which for years 
have been called ' ' P late 6 ' '  stamps are now definitely known to have come from 
a p ortion of Plate 5 .  Ashbrook, Fortgang and Neinken , working closely to
gether, determined that the left six vertical rows of the left p ane of P late 5 
were transferred with the Type V roll er while the right 4 vertical rows were 
transferred with Type  Va roller. This Type Va roller transferred the entire 
right pane of Plate 5 so that of the 200 positions on Plate 5, 60 were Type V 
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and 140 were Type Va .  ·while I can give no estimate of the  number of stamps 
printed from th is Plate I be lieve it was not many because of the scarcity of 
Type Va stamps. 'fhere is  little question but that a Plate 6 was made but 
whether or not it ever went to press is  a fair question. Mortimer Neinken is a 
most able student and he has told me that while he has about a dozen Type V 
stamps that he cannot place i n  the reconstruction of any of the other Type V 
plates, ancl that he assumes that they may come from " Plate 6 ", that he still 
has some doubts about this ! Neinken has, as of February , 1966 ,  now com
pletely reconstructed Plate 5 wit h t h e  e x cep t ion of two posit ions . 

These stamps are simi lar  to Type I I I  stamps except that the side ornaments 
are cut away as shown in the illustrations above.  It is very important to re
member this difference. Many 'l'ype V stamps show heavy ' ' scratches ' '  at the 
sides of the stamps and the>ie very often are mistaken for cracks in the plate. 
They originated on the die from which the transfer roll was made. It  is ap-

Fig;ure :l04. Fine 'l') · 1• e  V A  shtn1 1• �  fron1 Pla t e  5. 
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parent that in order to provide enough room for perforating the stamps it 
was decided to trim down all four sides of the stamp design and this was done 
before these Type V p lates were made. 

The Type Va stamps came from Plate 5 which was made by the use of two 
transfer rolls, one of which had a more complete design on the sides than the 
transfer rolls used in producing the Type V stamps on Plate 5 and on plates 7, 
8 ,  9, and 10 .  Plates 7 ,  8 ,  9,  10 produced only Type V stamps, Plate 5 had the 
first 6 vertical rows on the Left Pane entered with the Type V roller and the 
remain ing 4 rows entered with the Va roller whi le the Right Pane was entered 
only with the Type Va roller. Neinken says " At least two transfer rolls were 
used on Plate 5, and I am also convinced that the original Type Va transfer roll 
was altered at least once, or possibly twice in the entries for the 6th and 7th 
rows of the left pane of the plate ' ' . The relative scarcity of the Type Va 
stamps indicates that Plate 5 did not produce as many impressions as normal 
usage would indicate. Neinken estimates that Type V stamps from Plate 5 are 
found among all Type V stamps in the p roportion of one in two to three hun
dred . He estimates that about one Type Va stamp is found for every one 
hundred Type V stamps. 

Figure 305. Pair of Type V showing typical "1>lnte scratches" at right side. 
Figure 306. B lock of D from Plate 10. 
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Figure 307. A l l  the necessary i nformation Is Included In the i llustrntlon. A s hb rook llhoto. 

Figure 308. Strip of 3 Type V used on a cove r  with t h e  always Interesting Overland Mall 
corner card. Used from Nnpn City to Snn Frnncisco within t h e  Stnte of California only. 

Photo courtesy "\Vm .  O. B ilden. 



• 

198 THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

Figure 309. A vertical strip of Type V "lm perfornte between.'• 
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Fig·ure 3 1 0 .  T h e  " E a r  R i ng'' ft n n· f1·0111 Position lOLD. 

F i µ;ure 3 1 1 . Plate :Xtunber l> : o t•k front Plate U. 

This stamp is known on laid paper, in  both used and  unused condition, and 
it a lso is kn own imperforate horizontally.  

The stamp is found on patriotic covers but such use is not  really common . 
Unused blocks are not scarce but used blocks are another matter. They 

are worth about 6 times as much as the  unused blocks. Th is unusual situation 
occurs in the 1 857-60 series because of the fact that many unused stamps 
were discovered in the South after they h a d  been demonetized because of the 
War between the States.  

Earliest known use of a Type V stamp is :\'ov. 17,  1857 on a coYer mailed 
from New York to Boston. 

Shades : B l u e ,  pale blue, dark b l u e ,  deep b lue .  

Varieties : Double  transfer at  top ( 6 R ,  SR,  l O R .  Plate  V I II ) , Double  transfer a t  
b o t t o m  ( 5 2 R IX ) , Curl  o n  shoulder ( 5 7 R ,  5 8 R ,  5 9 R, 9 7 R ,  9 8 R ,  9 9 R , 
Plate VI I ) ,  With " E arring" below ear ( 1 0  L I X ) , " Cu r l "  over " C "  of 
" C e n t , "  " Cu r l "  over " E "  of " Cent"  ( 4 1 R ,  8 1 R ,  Plate V I II ) ,  Horizontal  
dash i n  hair ( 3 6 L V I I I ) ,  Lon g  double  " C u r l "  i n  hair ( 5 2 R  VIII ) .  

Plates : Plate Five ,  Plate Six ,  Plate Seve n ,  Plate Eight ,  Plate Nin e ,  Plate Ten . 

Cancellations :  Black , b l u e ,  red ,  green , brown , magenta,  ultramarine .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  year date ,  1 8 5 8  year date ,  1 8 5 9  year date ,  1 8 6 0  year 
date ,  ] 8 6 1  year date ,  1 8 6 3  year date ,  "Paid , " " Free , "  Rail
road, Nu meral , EApress C o m pany Cancellati o n ,  Steamboat,  
" Steam , "  Steamshi p ,  Packet Boat ,  S u p p l ementary Mail  Typ e  
A ,  B o r  C ,  "Way , "  R e d  C a rrier ,  Black Carrier,  B l u e  Carrier , 
" O l d  Stamps-No t  Recognize d , " Printed precancellation of  
" C u mberland , Main e , "  Territorial .  
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TH E ON E C E N T  R E P R I NT OF 1 857 ( S. 40, M. SP3 ) 

Figure 312. Bl o<-k of 4 of the One Cent Reprint. 

AS can be noted from t h ('  illmtration,  the reprint stamps are Type I. It is 
from these stamps that the fake type I imperforate is  sometimes trimmed 
and offered as the real thing. As can be seen in the i l lustration, there 

is  suffic ient room between the stamps so that one sometimes comes along with 
enough room to trim off all the perforations and still have margins . The stamp 
in the upper left corner of the block shown could be trimmed so that it would 
liave good margins. Fortunately, it  i s  easy to  detect such items because they 
do not haw the double tran sfer that is  always pre�ent on the genuine imperfor
ate from 7 RIE and, in  additicn ,  the col or is  a bright blue that is entirely dif
ferent than the color of the imp erforat e stamp . 

The n umber of these stamps that  ''"ere rnld is stated by Luff to have been 
3 , 846 .  They were printed on a hard white paper of fine quality . The stamps 
wrre perforated 12 instead of 15 as were the originals which makes immediate 
identification of the reprints Yer�· easy. 

This itrm rxists imperforate a lthough it \ms not issued in this form.  Speak

i n g  of thr reprints of the 1 857-60 issue , Dr. Carroll Chase said ; " These stamps 
undonbtedl;v exist imperforate as I p ersonally have seen one set of all values 
i n  p airs and two complete sets in  sin gl r  copies, one of these two having in each 
instance a sheet margin.  These arr stated to have come from the estate of 
Charles F. Steel ,  who had been connected ''" ith the National Bank Note Company 
and 'ms the inventor of the grill used on the  United States stamps from 1867  
to  sometime in the  ear l y  7 0 s .  These imperforate stamps a r e  absolutely identical 
with the perforat ed all through the set as to color and paper and come from 
the same plates . * * * I regret that nothing further of the h istory of these 
imperforate stamps is known to me. ' '  



Ch a pter XV I 

TH E TH R E E  C E N T  STA.M P OF TH E 1 857 S E R I ES 

T
HIS stamp comes in two types, called 'l'ype I and Type I I .  Type I , which 
we presently will discuss, is identical with the 3c imperforate of 1 8 5 1  
except for the fact that it is perforated. 

Of the nine plates used to produce the imperforate 3c stamps of 1851,  
seven plates, those numbered from 2 thru 8, were used to produce the Type I 
3c 1857 stamps. Under this circumstance, most of the varieties present in the 
imperforates of 1851 are to be found in the perforates of 1 8 5 7 .  

The Type I Sta m p  of 1 857 ( Scott 25,  M i nkus 25 ) 

� #.  
" 

� 6 ' 

Figure 31 3. 3c 'rn•e I. 

PORT BRID CER, . 
. c · ' ; � iiarc ll i. f;.S."i8. _: . ' . i 

·��uA?r-�· 

Figure :u-t. 'l' y 1>e I used from Fort Bridges, Utah 'l'errltory. The s t raight linl' iwstmark 
Is an Army Postm ark. 
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Many collectors have not yet learned that it is easy to tell the Type I from 
Type II  stamps but as can be seen from the illustrations this is a very simple 
matter. Although it is true that a grc>at many of the stamps are so perforated 
that only the top or bottom of the stamp can be checked for the frame line, 
this is enough for if the frame line c a n  be seen at either top or bottom of the 
stamp it is a Type I. 

F i g u r e  :-1 1 :; .  T y 1• e  I "· U h  N u n1 e r:1l • ' 3 "  Cuneellntion. 

Dr. Chase gives the colors of the Type I stamps by years, as follows : 
1 S 5  7 .  Type I perforated.  IJull r o s e  C'laret, brownish-cla1·et, plum , and brown

ish-carmine, al l  four  varying in depth.  Im pressions good.  
1 8 5 8 . No Type I stamps printed.  
1 S 5  9 .  Dull red on thin paper.  I m p ressions usually good.  

The Standard Catalog lists the stamp as being red, rose red, claret, and dull 
red. 

The stamp is more scarce unused than used, both in blocks and singles, 
and is considerably more difficult to find in nice condition than is its imperforate 
predecessor . A copy which has the perforations clear of the design on all sides 
is  not easy to find. 

The recutting varieties on the stamp are : 

R e c u t  inner frame l ines .  
1 extra vertical  l ine ou ts ide  of left  fra m e  l ine ( 2 9 L ,  3 !J L,  4 9 L, 5 9 L, 6 9 L ,  7 9 L, 

Plate I II ) .  
2 extra vertical  J i n es o u tside  of left  frame l i n e  ( 8 9 L, 9 9 L ,  Plate I I I ) .  
1 extra vertical l ine  outs ide  o f  r ight  frame l ine  ( 5 S L, 6 S L ,  7 S L, S S L , 9 S L, 

Plate II I ) .  
No inner l ine and frame l i n e  c lose  to design a t  right ( 9 L ,  1 9 L ,  Plate I I I ) . 
No i nner  l ine and frame l ine close to design at left  ( 7 0 L, S O L, 9 0 L', l O O L, 

Plate  I I I ) . 
Lines on b u s t  a n d  bottom of m e d a l l i o n  circle  r e c u t  ( 1 7 R  V I ) .  
1 l ine  recut  in upper left  triangl e .  
2 l i n e s  rec u t  in  u p p e r  l e f t  t riangle .  
3 l ines recut  in  upper left  tr iangle .  
1 l ine  recut  in u pper r ight  tr iangle .  
1 l ine  recut  in  lower left  tr iangle .  
1 l ine  re c u t  in  lower right triangle .  

This stamp is found imperforate vertically and imperforate horizontally 
bnt nothing less than pairs c a n  reasonably be considered as authentic examples 
of these varieties. 
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Figure :-116. J u s t  a n i ee l i ttle V a lentine cover. A co-\.·er doesu•t lun· t .. to be ren l l y  ''n l uable to be i n teresting. S tn11111 Is Type I. It i s  unfortu nnt., that t h e  embossing on the envelope 
does not show better in t h e  illnstrntlon. Photo Courtesy 'Vm .  0 .  B lltlen. 

F1ig·ure atr.  ' l ', -1>e I ,·ertiea l  1ut i r  h11 1•erfornte b et,vee11 . P:t i r  Ju18 been severed a n d  rejoined. 
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Dr. Chase stated that plates 2L and 3 were used the least for these perfo
rated Type I stamps of any of the 7 plates that produced these stamps. He 
calculated that each of these plates, 2L and 3 , p roduced 484,500 perforated 
stamps. His estimate for plate 4 was 7 ,7 5 1 ,200 stamps and plate 5T� was 
581 ,300 stamps. He bel ieYed that plate 6 produced about the same number of 
these stamps as plate 4, which was 7 ,751 ,200. Plate 7 apparently produced 
more of these perforates than any other plate, about 1 5,502,500 while plate 8 
was believed by Chase to have produced about 6 . 201 ,000 stamps. His total for 
all the plates was about 38,756, 100 perforated 'l'ype I stamps. 

The above information is given just as a matter of general interest because 
it goes without saying that eYery serious special ist in the 3c 1851 -1857 stamps 
has a copy of Dr. Chase 's gTeat book " The 3c Stamp of The United States, 
1851-1857 ' ' . 

Shades : Rose,  rose red ,  claret ,  d u ll red .  

Varieties : Gash o n  shoulder ,  Double  transfer ,  Double  transfer " Gents" i n stead of 
" Cents"  ( 6 6 R  II  L ) , Triple transfer ( 9 2 L  II  L ) , Worn plate ,  Cracked 
p l ate.  Recut varieties a s  previcusly noted.  

Plates : Plates 2 thru 8 .  

Cancellations : B lack,  b l u e ,  red , orange,  brown , ultramarine,  green . 

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  year date,  1 8 5 8  year date,  1 8 5 9 year date,  " Paid , " 
"Way,"  Railr oad,  Numeral , " Steam , "  Steamship ,  Steam boat,. 
Packet Boat ,  Supplementary Mail  Type A, U. S. Express Mai l ,  
Express Company Cancellation,  Black Carrier, "Old  Stamps
Not Recogniz ed , "  Territorial ,  PTinted Precancel!ation " CUM
B E RLAND, M E . " ( on cover ) .  

Quantity issued : Estimated a t  3 8 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  



THE UNITED STATE.� POSTAGE STAMPS OF 'rHE 1 9TH CENTURY 205 

Th e Type I I  Sta m ps of 1 857 ( Scott 26, M i n kus 26 ) 

F igure 318. P11ir of TYJte II showing cl e11rly the ln<'k of frame lines 11t tl1e top " '"' bottom 
o f  the stu 11111 "·h ich d istinguishes Ty1•� II front  Ty11 e  I .  

:M:uch of the foll owing in formation ,,·as obtain ed from T owner K. Webster, 
.Jr . , who \Yas \\·ell -known as one of the leading specialists of the stamp . It  was 
our intention to illustrate man.'' of  th leading rnrieties of the stamp but it was 
found impossible to reproduce these c l early enough so t hat they would be of 
rn l u e  w we have regretfully been forced to omit them.  

\Vhen the Government decided that our stamps should be perforated, they 
first used stamps printed from the original plates which were used to produce 
the imperforate  �tamps. It immediate!,\· became apparent that there was in
sufficient space, especially at the top and bottom of each stamp,  because the 
perforations cut into the top and bottom frame lines. T his brought about the 
production of new p l ates and the t r a nsfer rolls  used to make them had the top 
and bottom frame lines remowd to give more space for the perforations. As 
stated in  the information given on the Type I 1 8 5 7  stamp, this is the dis
tingu ishin g characteristic of T ,\-pe I I .  Type I h as the top and bottom frame 
\Yh i l e  in  T,\·pe II these lines h ave been eliminatrd .  

According to the very thorough inYest i gations of Dr.  Carroll  Chase ,  there 
were about 658 ,000,000 3 c  p erforated stamps w·ed.  Of these about 3 8 ,000,000 
\Yere Type I and 620,000. 000 Type JI .  The catalog lists two m aj or varieties 
of th e Type II of \Yh ich ap1)l'oximatrly 3 :'3, 000,0CO wrre of the so-called plate 
10  group in which thr side frame lines run from the top t o  the bottom only of 
each stamp.  The remaining nearly 600 .000 . 000 h ave the side frame lines con
tinuous from the top of the top stamp to  thr bottom of the bottom stamp. 

In order t o  u n derstand hO\Y some of thr  pl  a t r  ya riet ies of this stamp came 
into rxistrnr r ,  it  i s  prrhaps best t o  reY icw a l iW r of the h iston· of  the manu
facturr of th ese plates.  The original d ie  had rra<;onably strong frame lines 
surrounding the entire stamp . lio\Ye\'Pr,  in the t ransfer from this die t o  the 
transfer roll and then to the plates themsrlves,  most of these frame lines trans
ferr e d  so l igh t ly as to be indistinct am1 were rr-cut on the p l ates to strengthen 
them.  

A l l  of the  Type I I  stam p s  were made from p l ates  numbered 9 to 28 in
clusivr.  6 p l ates \\'Pre fi rst p roducrd at o ne time.  n u mbered from 9 to 14 in
clusiw. and two of these plates, Plates JO an d 1 1 .  each of whic: h  exists in  three 
states and p robably were the fi rst of these platrs that were recut, had the frame 
l ines re-cut to  the top and bottom of each individual  stamp onl ,Y .  T hese frame 
l ines were cut rather del icately, and in many cases, not quite straight, but in 
almost every instance they \Yere cut substantially over the original die frame 
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l ines. Apparently the engraver found that it  was a rather tedious j ob and 
after the first two plates were recut they found that a saving in time could 
be made by putting a straight edge vertically along the entire p late and with 
the engraving tool cut out a continuous line from the top of the top stamp to 
the bottom of the bottom stamp. In the rest of the plates , irregularities in the 
spac ing of the stamps, and probably more important, slight carelessness in the 
positioning of this straight edge , resulted in many instances where the recut 
frame line was much too far away from the stamp or much too close to  it .  It 
is p robable that in having six plates made at one time they put the p late num
bers on at random so that Plate number 9 had the continuous frame lines ; num
bers 10 and 11 had the broken frame lines ; and from then on, numbers 12 to 28, 
were recut with continuous l ines. This accounts for the varieties listed in 
Scott 's Catalog as " frame lines running from top to bottom only of each stamp . " 
Incidentally, plates 10 and 1 1  were recut twice , making three states of these two 
pl ates ; early, intermediate and late. 

From the above description, it is obvious that substantially every top row 
stamp has the frame line extending only to the top of the stamp, and that every 
bottom row stamp has the frame line extending only to the bottom of the stamp . 
Thi s causes some difficulty in identifying the so-called Plate 10 group (which 
consists of Plates 10 and 11 )  from the commoner type where the frame line is 
continuous. 

Sometimes it is impossible to be certain that a top row stamp does or does 
not belong to this group . although in most cases the character of the frame 
lines themselves will indicate quite definite ly the classification. It is almost 
always possible to identif�r a top row stamp. There are three identifying marks 
on most of the top row stamps of all of these p l ates from 9 to 28 . The most 
apparent is the so called damaged transfer or damaged transfer recut. I l lus
trations show each of these two varieties . The damage to the transfer was j ust 
aboYe the lower left rosette and shows a.;; a ''"hite spot, as indicated on the 
stamp . In many imtances this damaged transfer was recut by hand to make 
the damage appear Jess obvious . There are great variations in the retouching 
of this damaged transfer . In addition to the damaged transfer there is a position 
dot above the right hand upper corner of the stamp which is apparent unless 
the perforations or cancellations obl iterate it . The third identifying difference 
is a rel ief break in the oval line in the l ower left quarter or sequent of the ova l .  

The bottom row stamps are  more difficul t to identify . Unless one i s  a 
sp ecialist in this stamp, about the only way th ey can feel sure a stamp is from 
a bottom row i s  when the stamp has sufficient margin at the bottom to prove that 
such is the case. It is true that ;;pecial ists who can differentiate between the 
various reliefs can spot bottom row copies even though the bottom margins . 
are such that they offer no indication of the fact that the stamp came from a 
bottom row. The bot tom row was made from Rel ief F ,  which is relatively dif
ficult  to identify , and is particularly cl ifficul t to  distinguish from Relief E, both 
of which have a sma l l relief break in the tesselated work adjacent to the bottom 
of the oval ,  a little to the right of the center line, although the identification of 
these reliefs is aided by the fact that in a great many instances the vertical 
l ine of the lower l eft triangle i n  Relief F is much stronger than in Relief E .  If 
the side frame line is heavily cut and is close to the design, or is considerably 
outside of the original frame l ine, the stamp obviously is not of the Plate 10 
group. 
Rec u t  In n e r  Lines : 

None of the p lates used for the Type 2 stamps had the inner lines recut 
like those on Plates 1 ,  2, 3, and 5 of the imperforate variety. There were. ho"\v
ever. probably nineteen different positions where an inner line was recut on 
the Type II, all except one of which were recut on the right hand side of the 
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stamp in varying lengths, from 011e rosette to the other, to short l i1ws not over 
%" long. A l l except one of these 19 recuts appear on Plates 1 0  and 1 1 .  S c ott 's 
Catalog for 1 9 6 6  lists used innerline reeuts at a price of $25.00 as aga inst 65c for 
a n ormal used singl e .  Here confusion sometimes ex ists in  the determination 
of the recut inner l ines ,  the most common being where the recut frame l ine "·a s  
so b ad]�· out of position that it  cut  through the  diamond b locks and right u p  
against  the  tesellated work. This  confu-;ion i s  sometimes heightel led by the  
fa ct t hat there are  t races of the original  frame l ine  as l 'Ocked i n  by the tra11sfer 
rol l .  This hitter case exi:>ts in  near!�· eyer.'· well printed sta m p  where the recut 
frame l ine i s  not directly over the original frame l ine as i t  exists in  the origina l  
die .  The recutting of the  inner l ines  was, i n  almost no case, as c l ean cut as on  
the  imperforate varieties .  They varied greatly in distinctness, according to the 
state ,  early,  intermediate or late ,  of these two plates. 

Rec1tt Triangles : 
There are seve1 1  instances of so-called recut triangles, 1101J e  of which occur 

on Plates 10 and 1 1 ,  and most of wh ich occur on Plate 15. These are all  at 
the upper l eft hand triangle and are dist inguished not so much by the recntting 
of the triangle itself as by additional recutting j ust below the rosette .  The so
call ed five line recut, in  all but extremely well printed copies ,  is hard to  identify 
rxcept that this particular stamp has many recut dots in  the tesel lated work 
j ust below the rosette ,  which particular recutting exists in no other stamp . 

Collectors often have trouble with this variety since many well printed 
stamps, particularly from the F Relief.  show a very strong vertical  line on the  
lowrr l eft hand triangle which really looks more as if it was  recut than do the  
!'ecognized varieties described above. However, since this exists in  varying de
grees in al l of the F Rel ief stamps it cannot be construed as a recut triangh' ,  
in that no individual work was done on it  in any known instance.  

D011 b l e  Frarne Lines At  Left or Right : 
Quite a number of the p ositions of Type l I  show t\rn, and sometimes th l'ee .  

very dist inct frame lines cut either at the l eft or at the right.  and sometimes 
both sides ,  of these stamps. Perhaps the most common mistake in  identif�·ing 
Yarieties on Type I I  is made by mistaking· the traces of t he oriµ: i na l  side frame 
l ine produced from the original die ,  with those act n a l l ." recut . As stated abm·e, 
in discussing recut inner lines, a very larµ-e percentage of Type II stamps have 
the recut frame line at a l ocation apart from th is original l i ne  and on Pver:· 
well printed copy, where the recut l ine  is n ot directly over the frame l ine .  it 
"·i l l  show as a second line. In other \rnrc1s.  to  br a definite variety of multiple 
frame l ine the l ines have t o  be very d istinc t  and substantia l ly  of  the  same 
strength. 

Plate Flaws : 

There are approximately 40 p l ate flaws of which it is practical to list only 
a limited number in this work. In addition there are many minor fla,Ys of 
interest only to the real specialist .  

Perhaps th e most obvious flaw is  the so-called quadruple  fl a w ,  which has 
four p airs of  ditto marks, or " rabbit tracks, " in a vertical line a little to the 
right of the center. Other quite obvious flaws are the double flaw on the throat 
and above the head and the cheek flaw like a dab of rouge on the cheek, a heavy 
l i n e  in the lower right margin and the split button flaw showing the diagonal 
l ine  on the button of the  tunic .  
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Cracked Plat es : 
There is only one badly disfiguring crack in all of the twenty plates , plus 

their various states. This crack extends completely across stamp number 7 1L18 
and extends across the upper left corner of the stamp at the right , crosses the 
space above and ent ers the stamp above showing on three posit ions . There are 
severa l other surface cracks. One, the " Wish Bone, ' '  is a crack at the upper 
marg i n  between two stamps .  

Shifts : 
T h' .- re are not very many p ronounc ed shifts in the Type I I  stamp a lthough 

there are a good many minor ones. The shift l ist ed in Scott 's C atalog as ( Ros
ettes doubled and l ine through Postage ) is i l lustrated because several other 
shifts in the rosettes occur wh i ch are sometimes confused with the c ne that is 
listed in the catalog . 

F igure 319. "The Big Crack.'' 

F i gure 3.21 . Damaged t ransfer. 

.-
< , .-: 

Figure 32-0. Double transfer, rosetts double, 
lines thn1 "Postage" and "Three Cents." 

Figure :l.2.2, D amaged transfer retouched. 
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Figure 3213. 3e 'l'ype II on S tage Coaeh Mail ( Vl 11  Expres M )  from D enver, Knmms Territory 
to St.  Joseph, ltlls1iourl then vlu U .  S .  Mail to Iowa. Mulled I n  July, 1860. 

Pla te Nu m b ers : 
Stamps showing t!Je plate munbers are relative ly rare. Many stamps exist 

showing part of the imprint ,  most al l of which can be identified as to  the plates 
from which they come. Plate numbers bcdow 20 are very rare . The later p late 
numbrrs are relativel�' common. 

The earliPst elate of use of the T�·pe II  stamps is July 13 ,  1857  and not too 
many covers showing any July, ] 857 use are known . C on' rs that slHrn· an earl.\· 
use of both t.vres of th<' stamp , 'l'ype I and 'l'ype I l .  a r e  part ic u l ar ] �· desirable'. 

Dr.  ChasP gaYe the colors of the Type II stamps, by yc>ars, as  fol l ows : 

1 8  5 7 . Type I I  perforated.  Browuish-<'armin e ,  vario�1s t ints  a n d  shades ; dull
ro�e claret, various tints and shades ; brownish-claret, vario·.1s t i n t s  and shades ; 
plum, various t ints a n d  shades .  

1 S 5  8 .  Pale-yellow brown, various t ints  a n d  shades ; dull-rose ln-o�n1, various 
t ints  a n d  shades ; orangt•-b1·own ( rare ) .  

1 8 5 9 - 1 8 6 0 - 1 8 6 1 .  l>ull red, various t ints  and shades ; d ull-rose claret, Yarious 
tints and shades ; brownish-claret, vario u s  t ints  and shades ; 11Imn, various  t ints  
a n d  shades ; bright-browni sh carmine, various t ints and shades .  

1t is real ized, of course ,  that the above l ist is a bit too compl icated for most 
of us. The Standard C atalog l isting is dull red. red rose , b ro w 11 1'.sh earrnine,  
claret ,  a n d  orange brow11 . 

The stamp is seen fairly often on a Patriotic cover. lt is occasionally seen 
on a C onfederate Patriotic cover but snch usage i s  not at al l common. '!'Ji,� 
stamp also is known on a Pony Express cover but is rare so used .  

TTised pairs and strips are common but used blocks arc worth in my opinion 
at lrast fift» times as much as a singl e and they also are worth perhaps double 
that of an unnsed block . Full sheets from certain plates arr still in existence .  

'l'his stamp is  found imperforate vPrtically and imprrforate horizontally 
but consideration can only be g-iven to pairs, and it  is  foun d in a horizontal 
pair, imperforate between. All of these items are exceedingl y rare. 
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Figure 3Z4. A nice enrly l . i ncoln cnn11utig·11 eover. D o  you sup1>ose the clerk that 1•ut 
the enn eell n t i o n  on the fnee of L i n coln ''oted for hint '! I doubt i t ?  A l v i n  \V i t t  C o l l e c t i o n .  

Fig·u.re 32.). .A. n i c e  Ciuupuign cover fron1 . L incoln's first cnn11tni�....i. I n o t e  t h a t  Lincoln 
n·a s  "canceJ Jed" u s  n·el1  ns tlt e  st:11u1t. P hoto courtesy ,, .... . O .  B ilden. 
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�..,igure !::C!!H. A Buchanan Cinupnigu cover that 'va s  n1n i l etl to Augusta, 1'-lnine. 1Uy o'vu 
Grandmother was born In Augusta and came West to Iowu about the time this letter 
'vns nut i led. I have flon·n over Aug·ustn nntl o n  to ltlinnen 1•ol i s  in the thne it took her to 
travel 1 0  n1 tles ,,·hteh seents fnst t o  n1 e but our gra11dcl1 i l d ren "·i l l  n·ontler lion· 'Ve 

ever got along with 600 m i l e  per lwur jets ! Photo courtesy 'V m .  O. B ihl<"n 

. .  � P AT R I Q T. 

F igure 327. A cnn1 1> n i g11 C'ff\"t•r of ' 'The L i t t l e  G i n nt". Photo courtesy '\l n1. O. B i ld e n .  
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F igure 328. A nice eorner card of the o l •l N i collet House 0 11 a letter sent front lU i 11ne
n1>ol i s  to its Sister City of St.  Pnul, 'l' h l s  hotel Im" long· since been re1>lnced b y  the 

fine N leollet Hotel.  Photo courtesy Wm. 0. Bilden. 

. ,"...>; . ,,. J1rK1111·HA·Ha· F.u.u. 

/1 ,/ 
·' 4'?ff-t-�t--- t C..--;.. 

F igure 329. A corner card shon'ing the 'vorld-fu1n o u s  1'1 i 11nel1a lu1 Fulls,  the l ocation nu1de 
kno-n· n  around the World b y  L ongfellff\V in his fa111011s poent of Hiun·nthn and J1i s  love, the 

beautiful Minnehaha. Photo eou rtesy Wm. 0, Bilden 
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Figure 330. This I s  a balloon advertising cover. I t  wns not flown. Cover wns use<l with 
Type I I  stam1> nt Lanenster, Pu.  on !Uny 1 8, 1860. Photo courtesy 'Vm. O. Bilden.  

<![cf d /Iv-� 

/1'4M 
cJb,,.q_L� 

Cf:� 
Figure 331. .A ,·ery fine b a l l oo n  u d ,·erti s i n g  cover thnt "·o u l d  he "'or1h a s  111uch a s  the 

b n l loon hatl it  been flo ,,· n ?  Photo cou1·tesy 'Vin. 0. B i l den. 



2 1 4  THE UxrTED STATES PosTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

. • • • , ,. \. 'i. · ., �; 

����� . ·  

� j 
F igure 332, A T n> e  II stn1111> with the Interesti n g  variety "Double Perforation at both 

s i t1 Fs." Photo courtesy 'Vrn. 0 .  Bilden. 

It is  most u n usual that  a stamp wit' 1  
b e  obta ined \\· i th  com p l et e  perfora t i ons.  
extra p rrfs \\· i l l  c e  torn off . 

dauble perforations on each side can 
J\  ] most always some o r  a l l  of the 

. */-!. � / �"---� /7t L &rvU:..£.·f. · 

�e;_ 

, .  

F i g;urt• :-\:-ia. .\ tl n P"  i n1 1treNs : c n  of Ty1>e 1 1  :-it• u s t• d  n· i t h  n 1 t• T y 1t ·.• Y t h n t  1•:1 J d  � ;1 e  C n rr i e1.• 
Fee i n  N" e n· Y ork. Photo t•o u rt esy ,, .... .  O. B i l d e n  
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F igure !{;-14. 3 e  'l'ype I I  011 n l. lneolu C n m 1Ut l gn Cover. ( Ex - S .  W .  R i c h e y ) .  

Figure 335. 3 c  r.rype I I  u'i t h  Arn1y Post111 urk o f  Ca1np Floyd, U tah '11erritory t o  Lexington ,  
i\lnssnehusetts. Dnte<I Februnry 1 1  ( 1850 ) .  
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Figure 336. 3c Type II on a letter originnting in the S outh after the outbreak of the 
Civil War. The stamp was not good for postage to the North after June 1 ,  1861 ( hence 

the l etter was rated "Due 3e.") 

Figure 337. This letter was rated "Due 3" b ecause of the use of n stamp of the old series 
that hn<l been declared fn,·nlid. 
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Figure 338. A n i ce u dverOsi ng cover with n fi n e  strik e  of t h e  Chicago " S upplenumtury 
JUn i l ", Photo courtesy "· m. 0. B i l tlen. 

LC"� }  q " -' 
\'r:: .. :. ·  0 n ! �  
'.' � f  e .,.  i:. . · r  .: 1:. � · :... 

� . cY � !Jh-�P�. 
� /./ ,(? cb�t-J�·, ,7e-'/7 �"77 

�.�#..e../,..�-; 

Figure 3!.J9. H n ted "Due 6" "· hen used i n 1 SH3 because of the use of a d e1n onetized sta1n p. 
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I have seen an i llustration in the Postal History Journal, Whole No. 12 ,  in 
an article called "United States Territorial Mails " by Gaspare Signarelli , a 
cover mailed from Doaksvil l e ,  Choctaw Nation to Huntington , Long Island, N. 
Y. The name of the town and " Choctaw Nation " in  manuscript and year date 
and cancel also in manuscript. This is  a rare and interesting cover. 

Shades : Dull red, red, rose, brownish carmine,  claret.  orange brown.  

Varieties : Dou b l e  impression , Dou b l e  transfer , Dou b l e  transfer with rosettes double  
and l ine through " Postage , "  Trip le  transfer ,  D a maged transfer above 
lower left  rosette , D amaged transfe� above lower left  rosette retouched , 
Cracked plate ,  Vertical  fra m e  l ines extend 011 ly  to top a n d  bottom of 
stamp,  1 l ine recut  i n  upper  left  triangle ,  Inner l ine recut  a t  r ight ,  Inner 
l ine re c u t  a t  right ,  Worn plate . 

Plates : Plates 9 thru 2 8  inc lusive .  

Oancellation : Black,  blue ,  r e d ,  orange,  brown , ultramarine ,  violet ,  green.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  thru 1 8 6 1  year dates , " Pa i d , "  "Paid A ll , "  "Free ,"  
" C ollect , "  Numeral ,  " Steam , "  Steamer,  Steamboat ,  S team
ship , " Way, " R ai l r o a d ,  U .  S .  Express Mail ,  Express Company 
Cancel lation ,  Packet  Boat ,  Supplementary Mail  Type A-B-or 
C, Black Carrier ,  Red Carrier ,  " Southn .  Letter Unpaid , "  
Printed Precancellation " C u mberla n d ,  M a i n e , "  Territorial .  

Quantity issued : E s timated at 6 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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TH E F I V E  C E N T  STA M P  O F  T H E 1 857 SE R I ES 

THE Pive Cent stamp;; of this series co11H' i 1 1  t \\·o major types and i n Yari 
ous colors and shade."i. T h ey "·ill be described i n  the a ctual order of 
the ir  issuance despite the fact that  such l ist ing does JlOt agree with the 

way they have been catalogued for many years. 

Five Cent Red B rown ,  Type I ( Scott 28, M i nkus 28 ) 

Figure 340. Red Brown 'l'Y1•e I w i t h  a fin" PA I I >  t•:mc<'l l n t i o n .  ( E x - W e s t  c o l l e c t i o n ) . 

Thii- Red Brown Type I was the first issue of the FiYe Cent stamps of the 
1857 Issue, wh ich we separate by shades and typPs.  The earl i est known date 
of use of the  Red Brown is August 23 ,  1857 .  It is  unfortunate t h at early ref
erences to the Pive Cent 1857 were not often bl'oken down b,· sha des .  These 
stamps i n all  of their shades, which we take up in the order or

' 
the ir  issue, h an· 

a l ways been popular with collectors.  This is particular]�- t rue of cowr col
lectors for these stamps were used in a most i 1 1 teresti11g period of phi l a tel i t · 
h istory and they haYe received the most careful attent ion of our students .  

Blocks of th is stamp are scarce .  The  l argest known b l ock is an unused 
block of 10,  2v by 5h.  found by E. A. Pit•ro. The c o nH'L' stamp has been repla ced 
so it  is a solid block of 9 .  There was a fine O.G .  bl ock of ..J. in  the Eagle Sale .  
ThiH block formerly was in  the collectio11  of thr Earl of ( ' ra\\·ford. O n  :\larch 
14, 1946 the 1\Iercury Stamp Compa11y sol d  a t  auct ion a coYer carrying a block 
of 4, tied to cover, a 1 1 d  used with a One Cent T�·pr Y, 1857 .  'l'his eover was 
cancel led Vincennes, Indiana .  

Some fine coYers hear ing th is  s t a rn  p a r e  shmn1 ou paµ'('S 2 2 1 ,  2 2 2 ,  anti 22 3 .  

A defect ,  that  shows up as a l ight area on the  right s ide  of the  oYal  between 
the portrait and the "·h ite  l ine of the oval has been ascribed to Yarious causes. 
Thr n ext stamps shown, a ll with th e  same plate defect, are from position 2:iH1 
acording- to Earl Oakl ry who owns the copies sho\Yn here.  Ill:> h as i nformed me 
that h e  l 1as a record of 7 or 8 imperforates, 3 red br0\n1 perforates, 1 Indian 
red perforate and 5 brown perforates. T h is variety, the caui;e of which is not 
definitely known,  probably was first discovered by the late Warren Colson. It 
is wel l i l lustrated in Figures 341 thru 344. 

:2 H l  
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Figure 341. 18'>6 Imperfornte. 

Figure 342. Brick Red. 

F i gure :-l44.. B ro\\'D .. 
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Figure 345. A very fine covt•r 'vith .2 ''e•·tical 1,nirs nnd 2 s l ng·l t.""s of tlae Oe Red B ro,vn 
paying the double rate to Frnnee.. U sed fron1 Nen· Orlenns on Jun.- 24, 1858 viu Ne,,· York 
"·here it 'vns cnncellecl J u l y  3, 1S."i8. It 'vent by the "Hnv1·e L i n e" directly to Havre, 

France and t h en on to Na ntes 'vhere it n·aN bnekHtnmped Jul y 14, 1858. 

F i gure 346. 'rhts co,?er, sent front N en-· Y ork to Gernuu1y ,  1un y  bear the only kno,vn 
vertical strip of three of the O range B ro,vn 0 11  cover. 'rite O rnnge B r o \vn is very scarce 
genuinely used and It Is rare on cover. ThJs part i cular ite1n shows a late use of the 
Issue. These stampll were not vnlid for use in mnny of the l arge cities at the time this 
cover wns m alled on S ept. 7, 1861 but they were still valid In New York until about the 
middle of Septemb er. This cover was In the Henry Hill collection until thnt collection 

u·as sold nt auction. 
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Figure 34;. ..A stri 1> of -& of t h e  R e (] B ro \\·11 u � w d  front N e n' O r l en n s  'to Yera Cruz, :.'U ex i co. 
Photo eourt .. sy 'Vin . 0. H i l tl e n .  

Note that the :Jrd stamp from t h r  left shows the defective transfer. 'L'his 

fine cover was in th e Henry Hill «ollrdion before it was sold at aucti o n .  

Figure 348. The st1111 1 11s o n  t h i s  '""'Pr nre the ;Jc Red Brown. A beautiful block of six 
und a s i ngle 1u1 i d  t h e  :-1.."ic rnte to S \\· i t :r. t• r l :nul b y  "Prussi a n  C l osetl :!\Intl".  the cover being 
f)ostnt nrked J u n .  2. l N:')f) front Plntte,· i l h•. \V i s e .  This n· ns on e of the 1uu11y fine covers 
1n1 r e h n s t" d  hy H t- nry H i l l  in t h e C o n s u l  Ii. l e t> s n l e  in lln1ss e l h c  but it hns s l n t•e l>ee11 resoltl · 

in a R ob t . :\ . S i eu;el s a l e  in � t" n· Y o rk. 
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s. ; 1 a s 7 TY'.� � I Red Sro>r1 h 
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c�C"t<. !lc�n� fl!:.l'l: 

F i µ;ure !l:49. 'rll i s  '"ery fl n t• b l o ck of six o f the Sc Red B ro"· n  1>n i d  the d o u b l e  rnte of l � c  
1>er :ii.I o u n ce. 'r h e  cover ":ent front D o n n l d sonvi He J , u .  A1•ri l 0, 18:>8 t h r u  N e "· Orlenns t o  
B oston, t h e n  b y  B r i t i s h  P u c k e t  t o  Eng;hnul, .nnd on t o  J1, rnnce l• y tlte AnJdo-Fl'eneh )l n i l .  

Photo b } ·  A s h b r o o k .  

8ha11Ps : Red brown,  pale red brown.  

\'arieties : Defect ive  transfer ,  posit ion 2 3R I .  

Plates : Plate  One .  

Cancellations :  B l a c k ,  b l u e ,  red .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 7  year  date ,  1 8 5 8  year  date ,  1 8 5 9 year date ,  " P a i d , "  
Railroad , " Short Paid . " 

Quantity issued : E stimated at 2 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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Five Cent I ndian  Red, Type I ( S. 28A, M. 28a ) 

· ·
er 

• 

Figure :150. A vertical strip of the scarce Indian Red s ent from New Orleans thru Boston 
to France. Photo cou rtesy 'Vm .  O. Bilden. 

Figure 351. The :>c Indian Red Is  a scarce stamp and the 8 co1>les o n  this cover are 
excel lent copies.. A le 'rype V ls also on the eo,·er nnd a l e  originally o n  the cover ts 
nlissfng. The rate on this double cover 'vns 2le per ·�1., ounce. The cover ,,·ns 1nniled from 
New Orleans o n  Jan. 18, 1859, went to B oston and crossetl the Atlantic via A me rican Packet 
to E ngland, then across the Channel and via French JUnil to B n1ssells. This Is n hnnd
son1e cover, forr11erly in the Caspary Coll ection, and it likely bas n1ore of the 5c Indian 

Red stamps on It than any other cover. Ashbrook photo. 
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The 5c Indian Red stamp actually was the second in the series of 5c stamps, 
the earliest known date of use being March 3 1 , 1 8 5 8 .  It is  the most scarce of all 
of the shades and the most difficult to find in truly fine condition. 

I have not heard of a mint block of this stamp, but a used block is known. 

Just as we are ready to go to press I have seen a very interesting cover 
bearing a 5c Indian Red that is the property of Dr. R. L .  D . Davidson. It  was 
used from " Don Pedros Bar, Cal ifornia ",  ( a  river bar and not a saloon ) , to 
Martinez, California, which actually called for only 3c  postage Apparently, or 
possibly, there was a postmaster at Don Pedros Bar who was out of le and 3c  
stamps but had the 5c stamp in stock. Now it i s  m y  guess that the  party mailing 
the letter, whom I envision as a tough miner, simply told the postmaster that 3c 
was the rate and 3c was what he was going to pay. Still guessing, I think the 
postmaster, who likely got al l the receipts of the office, decided to sell him this 
stamp for 3c  but made sure, by marking a horizontal line across the top of the 
stamp in pen, and another at the bottom, that it  would not pass as a 5c stamp. 
He then wrote a large manuscript " 3 "  in  the middle of the stamp. A good 
story ? True ? Could be ! 

Shades : I ndian red.  

Varieties : Defective transfer ,  p osition 2 3R I .  

Plates : Plate O n e .  

Cancellations : Black , red .  

Cancellation varieties : None.  

Quan tit�· issued : No estimate.  
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Five Cent B rick R.ed, Type I ( Scott 27, M inkus 29 ) 

Figure 352-. B rick Red Type I ·n itl1 '•Sten111 S h i t•" Cuncell.ntion. 

Despite the fact that these stamps l! aYe, for a great many years, been 
chronicled as the first in  the series of t he. ;e FiYe Cent stamps, they ac tual ly 
were not used until many month s after the FiYe Cent red brown and the Five 
Cent Indian red , and thus are here relegated to their proper position as the 
third printing. 

The earliest known use of this item is belieYed to  be O e t .  6,  1858 .  
Because of the particul a r c o l o r  of this  stamp,  which is  l ight rat her  than 

dark in shade , i t  tends to cancel rather badly. In  addition to this regrettable 
feature , it rarely is the case th at the perforations do not touch on at l east one 
or two sides, and the copy th at will please the part icula r  collector is seldom 
found. A few such copies do exist and a reasonable price for them probably 
is a half dozen times as much as the price of an ordinary copy. 

Figure 3 53 .  B rick Red T y 1> e  I strip of 3 on cover to F rance. ( Ex - ,V e s t  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  
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F i g·ure !i54. A ,·ery fi n e  vert i ca l  s t r i p  of t h e  B l' i c k  R e d  usetl t o  F r a n c e .  P h o t o  courtesy 
\\'111 . 0 .  B ! l d t" U .  

F ig·ure 3:>5. Tlt i s  re111 n rk n b l e  cover n o t  o n l y  h a s  n ,·e r t i c n l  sh·i1• of t h ree of t h e  5c B rick Rt•d but. i n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  has n s t r i 1• o f  th ree J Oc T y 1•e I'\'. J>o s i t i o n s  r....t f, 1 ,  H4Ll ,  74L l .  to 
1u n k e  t h i s  u eo''er of the µ;rentest rari ty. T h i s  n·a s  a t r i tt l e  r n t e  cover "'e i g h i n g  s l i g·h t l y  

•n·er l/� o u n e e  a n d  i t i s  n 1 r u e  g;e 1 u .  
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The stamp is known, but is  rare, on a patr iot ic cover . 

No record is known to us of used block but an unused block was sold in the 
Worthington Sale in 1 9 1 7 .  This may well be the only known block. We know 
this finally went into the Phil W a rel Collection which was purchased from the 
Ward Estate by the Raymond H. Weill Company of New Orleans. 

Shades : Brick r e d .  

Varieties : D efective transfe r ,  p osition 2 3R I .  

Plates : Plate One.  

Cancellations :  Black,  blue ,  red.  u ltramariue.  

Cancellation varieties: 1 8 5 9  year date , 1 8 6 0  y e a r  date ,  "Paid , "  Supplementary Mail  
Typ e  A ,  " S teamship . "  

Quantity issued : Estimated a t  1 3 5 , 0 0 0 .  

Five Cent B rown ,  Type I ( Scott 29, M inkus 30 ) 

Figure 356. Brown Type I. 

This stamp comes in various shades of brown, commonly called brown, pale  
brown, deep brown, and yellowish brown. Known used as  early as July 4, 
1859,  it has long been cataloged in its correct relation to the other five cent 
stamps of this 1857 issue for it  is now listed fourth in the series. 

T rimmed copies of this stamp quite often are found masquerading as the 
imperforate of 1851 but anyone who is familiar with the fact that the imperfo
rate is a red brown and not a brown should spot such fakes at a glance. The 
type is the same as that of the imperforate and that is what so often confuses 
collectors ( and some dealers as well ) who haYe not learned the shade of the 
im perforates. 

As is true with all of these early stamps, blocks of four are rare but pairs 
and strips are often found. Auction records show that a very fine used block 
of four, on a piece, was sold by H .  R. Harmer in his sale of June 8, 1931 ,  and 
an 0.  G. block of 4,  in the deep brown shade, well centered, was sold in the 
Hind Sale. Naturally, it is not our purpose to record here every block or im
portant item ever sold but to present proof that at  l east certain items existed . 
No man can read the future and larger pieces may be found or al l  the currently 
existing blocks might be destroyed.  

Shades : B r o w n ,  pal e  brown, d e e p  b r o w n ,  yellowish brown.  

Varieties : D e fective transfer,  p osition 2 3R I .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Cancellations : Black,  b l u e ,  red ,  brow n ,  magenta,  gree n .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 5 9  y e a r  d a t e ,  1 8 6 0  y e a r  d a t e ,  "Pa.id , "  " Steam , "  Steamship.  

Quantity issued : Estimated at  5 1 0 , 0 0 0 .  
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F ive Cen t  B rown ,  Type I I  ( Scott 3 0A, M inkus  3 1 ) 

Fig·nre 357. Drown Ty11e II in n fi n e  yerticnl stri11 of 3. ( Ex - W e s t  c o l l e c t i o n ) .  

/.-· L 

· g7 )':_ 
Figure 3,58. 5 copies of the 5c B rown ,  Type II, used from S t .  Mnrtninsville, La. to L ondon, 
Dec. 1, 1860. This was an overpayment b y  l e  of the :Mc rnte. Photo courtesy Wm. 0. Bilden. 
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For years the Standard Catalog has listed this as  the last of the Five Cent 
stamps of 1867 but it should b e, and here is, listed in the  fifth position as the 
stamp is known used on l\Iarch 4,  1 8 60,  whi ch is more than a year earlier than 
the Orange Brown stamp of the .'Same design "·as used. 

T he stamp comes with the interesting variety ' ' Printed on both sides ' '  but 
i t  is exceedingly rare and we believe only two cop ies are known. It a lso has  
b e e n  listed w i t h  a cracked plate but there is some doubt as to wh ether the  item 
so l isted in the Standard Catalog actually is the result o f  a cracked plate or of a 
plate scratch.  We have not seen the item so can offe r  no opinion on it but its 
authenticity has  been quest ioned. 

In 1946 author was shown. by l\Ierrill Kirkland of Ch icago, one of the  two 
known copies of th is stamp " Printed on b oth sides ".  This particular copy is a 
fine examp le of this al ways interest ing print ing Yariety which is a real rarity 
on one of the few United States Stamps on which " Pr i r t ed on both sides " exist .  

Shades :  Brown,  dark brown,  yel lowish brown.  

Varieties : Cracked plate ( ? ) .  

Plates : Plate Two.  

Cancellation s : Black ,  b lue ,  r e d ,  magenta ,  grEen.  

Cancell ation varieties : " Pa id , "  S u pplementary Mail  Type A,  " Steamshi p , "  "Steam,"  
Express Company,  Railroad,  Packet  Boat.  

Quantity issued : Estimated a t  8 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  

Fi gure 359. Very rnre cover ,,·ith tn·o co1>ies o f  the 5 c  Bro-n·n 'rype I I  usetl 0 11  a n  East 
to 'Vest Pony E·XJ>ress co,�er. It ,,·as curried out of the nudls to Nen� York front Euro11 e, 
the l etter being tinted St.  I�eonnrds :26 July, 1860 so it could have originutetl either jn 
Eng·Jund or Frnnt•e since there i s  u St.  l .eonnrd s  in each country. It  bears 1he 1narking 
California Pony Bx11ress Aug. 10 Ne'\v York i n  n 1u1 le blue o'\·aJ  a n d  a beautiful strike 
o f  the "Double O,·nl "  Pony E.� 11ress 1nark i11.g appJied 0 11  Aug. l S  a t  St.  JosetJh, lUo. Th e 
cancel on the 5c stn1u.ps is St . . Jose1Jh, Mo. so ft n 1• 1•cnrs 1hnt the Pony Ex1•ress Con1pnny 
UIJIJli ed the1n at 1his point.  rrhe addressee ht S an F rn ncisco }Ja id t h e  Pony ExtJress fee. 

Ashbrook J>hoto. 
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Five Cen t  01ra nge B rown , Type 1 1  ( Scott 30, M i nkus 3 2 )  

F lg·ure 3110. A beautiful bl oek o f  s i x  o f  tl1e li e  O rnng·e Brown,  'l'y11e II. ( Ex - \Vest  c o l l e c t i on ) .  

Although this stamp for years has been l isted as the fourth i n  the series 
of the FiYe Cent 1857 stamps, it should be, and here is l isted fifth and last. 
It is not known used until l\Iay 8 , 1861 and was in use only a short time 
before it , and all of the stamps of the series, were demonetized because of the 
War between the States. Because of the short period in which it was in use, 
and fact that unused remainders were discovered in the South after the war, 
this stamp is more valuable in  used than in unused condition. Particularly is 
this true when the item is  on cover or when the cancel lation can be authenticated. 
On conr the stamp is worth a dozen t imes that of a 11 unused copy and a Patriotic 
cover it probably is worth twenty t imes t hat of an unused copy. 

The stamp is known in orange b rown and in deep orange brown and is not 
a difficult stamp to ident ify . It cannot be confused wi th the Type I stamps for 
the proj ections at the top and bottom are partia lly cut away. It should be 
understood that  any cutting awa,v of the top and bottom projections changes 
the stamp from a Type I to a Type 1 1  stamp . Some y<>ars ago the>;e Five Cent 
stamps were classified into three types, the Type I lwing those that h ad the 
projections complete, Type I I  being those that  had the  top and bottom projec
tions partial ly cut awa,v, and the Type III being those that h a d t h e top and 
bottom proj ections entirely or almost entirely cut a\rny. Fortunately , the  
present system of classification came into u s e .  The stamps are so long that the 
perforations more often than not cut away part of the design at the top and 
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Figure 361 . :>c Orange b rown used on August 30, 1861 from New York to St.  John's, N.  F. 
via Boston b y  British 1mcket. 

Another fine eo,·er "·Ith this stnn11• "·u s shtn,·u on 1u1g;e 221 n s  F i gure 346. 

bottom ( to say nothing of the  sides ) and to c l assi fy them into two rather than 
three types is enough for most c '..l l l ectors. Actually,  if one wants to dig into 
the various " types " on th is st2mp they can  find not t'rn or three but six o r  
seven if the types are to be determined by the amount of the cutting awa�· of 
the projections. Each of the  6 rel iefs on the transfer roller used to produce 
Type I I  stamps was trimmed away to a degree different from the others and thus 
each relief could be said to produce a differen ' ' type . ' '  Such specialization is 
of interest and value but it does not  belong in  the catalog commonly used by most 
collectors. 

This stamp is not common in  unu:-:ed blocks but it is ex ceed ingly rare in 
used items larger than singles . There was an unused block of 32, 8v by 4h, in 
the Caspary Sale . 

Due to the  fact that the Orange Brown is considerably more scarce in  used 
than in unused condit ion, particularly so on cover, care should be exercised in 
the purchase of  such items. Fakers make a fat  l iving off of careless purchasers 
who buy because " it looks good " .  Where there is a monetary reason for fak
ing, it is well to exercise reasonable caution . 

Shades : Orange brown,  deep orange brown.  

Varieties : None.  

Plates : Plate  Two.  

Cancellations : Black,  b lue ,  red .  

Cancellation varieties : " Paid , "  Steamship ,  S u pplementary Mail  Type A ,  Railroad.  

Quantity issued : Estimated at 5 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  



Cha pter XV I I I  

TH E TEN C E NT STA M P  OF TH E 1 857 SE R I ES 

T
HE perforated Ten Cent stamps were issued from Plate One , which pro
duced the 'l'en Cent imperforate stamps considered as a part of th e 1851 
series although they actua l ly were not issued unt i l  1855 ,  and from plate  

Two which was not used to  produce imperforate stamps. 
All of  these stamps were perforated 15 .  
The perforated stamps from Plate One were of the f;ame types as the im

perforates since they differed from them only by the addit ion of the perforating 
holes in the paper. We therefore find the stamps in 'l'ype I,  Type II,  Type I I I ,  
and Type IV. In addition we find a fifth type, called Type V, w h ich came from 
the new plate , Plate Two. 

According to the Scott U. S.  Catalog, each of thr first four types was issued 
on July 27, 1857 .  This is nine days earl ier than the earliest date of use as 
noted by Ashbrook who discovered, in the L. B. :Jiason Co l l ection, a Plate One 
Ten Cent perforate that was used on August 5 ,  1857 . Mr. Ashbrook did not 
seem to have a record of the type of this stamp but recollected it as a Type 
II. Perhaps the July 27th use of all the first fonr types actually may someday 
be seen although we would say that this would constitute qui te an event . 

It is our opinion that fine copirs of the perforates, type for type, are more 
valuable than th e imperforates despite the fact that the Stan dard Catalog does 
not now so value them. To find a perforated cop�· of the first four types in 
which the perforations are entirely free from the drsign, and the stamp cent
ered, is not an easy task . 

B locks of the perforated stamps from Plate One are very scarce. The same 
combination of types in blocks is possib l e  in  the perforated stamps as it was 
from the imperforates with, of course, the addition of blocks of Type V. stamps. 

Type I ( Scott 3 1 ,  M i nkus 3 3 ) 

F igu re 362. A fine 1mi r  of the lOc Tn1e I.  

As can be seen from the i llustration , this stamp varies in no particular 
from the imperforate Type stamp except that it is perforated . 

While the stamp is not extremely scarce on ordinary covers, it was used 
on a few patriotic covers and when so used is a rare and valuable item. 

Shades : Green, dark gree n ,  b l u ish  green ,  yellowish green.  

\'arieties :  Double transfer ( l O O R  I ) ,  " C u r l , "  i n  l eft "X" ( � 9 R  I ) .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Cancellations : Black,  b l u e ,  red .  

Cancellation varieties : Supplementary Mail Type A,  " Steamship . "  

233 
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Type 1 1  ( Scott 32, M i nkus 34 ) 

F igure 363. I Oe Type II. 

Remarks as to  the shade of th is st a m p ,  and its relation to the imperforate of 
the same type,  are the same as was giYen for Type I .  

Perhaps the most interesting cover o n  which the stamp has been found i s  
a Pony Express coyer and an  item o f  this na ture i s  currently worth several 
hundred dollars. l\o doubt a better way of expressing value is to say that it 
is currently valued at someth ing like 40 times that of a copy off cover. R.ef
erences to dollar values on stamps han a habit of becoming compl etely obsolete. 

Shades : Green , dark green , b l u iEh green , yellowish green.  

\"arieties :  Double  transfer ( 3 1 L, 5 1 L ,  2 0 R ,  Plate On e ) .  

Plates : Plate  One.  

Cancellations : Black ,  blue,  red , brown,  green.  

Cancellation Vai•iet.ies : 1 8 5 7  o r  1 8 5 9  year date .  " Paid , "  Steamship ,  Packet Boat ,  
Railroad,  Exprec s Company CanGel!ation . 

Type I l l  ( Scott 3 3 ,  M i nkus 35 ) 

F i g ure 364. lOe Type III. 

Rem a rks as to shade and relat ion to imperforate of the sa me type a re as 
was ginn for Type I .  
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F igure 365. A double rate eo,Ter, IHthl to d estination. front Fort lh •tinn<>e.  Xe"- :U t•xico to 
France. 'l1l1e strip of a stnn11>s ure nil 'l1y1>e III.  Photo ctn1 rtt·�y 'Y n 1 .  O .  B i ldt•n.  

Figure 366. A 5c Brick Red a n d  n lOc 'l'YJ>e I I I  s-t•nt Y i u  the li. S .  S .  ".:\" ln�:;nrn ..  front 
Hoston to Fra1u•t•. Pl1oto courtt•,.,;y Win. O. B i ldt-11. 
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Figure 367. 4 copies of the lOe Ty1>e III plus a 5e 1 856 used to pay the 45e rate 
t o  Shanghai .  

There is a real dearth of varieties on type III .  The only variety of any 
consequence known to me is that of the ' ' Curl ' '  on forehead variety which came 
from position 85L I. 
Shades : Gree n ,  dark gree n ,  b l u ish gree n ,  yel lowish green.  

Varieties : " C u r l "  o n  forehead ( 8 5 L  I ) .  

Plates : Plate O n e .  

Cancellations : Black ,  b l u e ,  red , brown , ultramarine.  

Cancellation Yarieties : 1 8 5 7  o r  1 8 5 9  year date ,  " Paid , "  Steamship ,  Packet Boat ,  R ail
road, Boat .  

Type IV ( Scott 34, M i nkus 36 ) 
Remarks as to shade and relation to imperforate of this type are the 

same as was given for Type I .  For examples of all of the recut positions please 
turn back to the imperforate Type IV stamps of the 1851 series. This stamp 
can be had in  block form although as such it  is of the greatest rarity. 

Perhaps the most remarkable of all of the blocks of the perforate Ten Cent 
stamps is a block of 10 stamps that contains all of the major varieties of the 
perforated stamps from Plate I .  The block comes from positions 54, 55,  64 ,  65 ,  
74, 75,  84, 85 ,  94 ,  and 95L I .  In  this block are 2 Type I,  1 Type II ,  2 Type III ,  
and 5 Type IV stamps. The Type IV stamps in the block h ave a l l  three varieties 
of the recutting since they show stamps recut at the top only, stamps recut at 
the bottom only, and a stamp recut at both top and bottom. 

This remarkable block happens to be pen-cancelled and as such might 
not find favor with condition cranks, ( p articul arly those of recent and unmel
lowed vintage ) ,  but to the specialist who understands and appreciates an item 
of this nature, this block is a real treasure. It was found in a small corre
spondence purchased in 1941 by the Econom ist Stamp Company and is almost 
unquestionably a unique item. 

The recutting varieties are of course the same as on the imperforate stamp 
and consist of Outer line recut at top ( 65L, 7 4L, 86L, 3R, Plate I ) ,  Outer line 
recut at bottom ( 54L, 55L, 76L, Plate I ) ,  and Outer line recut at top and 
bottom ( 64L, Plate I ) .  
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Shades :  Green, dark green , b luish green , ye:Jowish green.  

\'arieties : None other than the various recuts as n oted .  

Plates : Plate One.  

Oa.ncellations : B l a c k ,  b lue ,  reel .  

Oancellation varieties : 1 8 5 9  year elate,  1 8 6 0  year elate ,  S team .ship , Packet Boat.  

Type V ( Scott 3 5 ,  M i nkus 3 7 ) 

Figure 368. B l ock of 4 T y p e  v. ( Ex - W e s t  c o l l e c t io n ) .  

A s  can be seen from the illustrations,  Type V stamps vary a great deal, 
one from another. As a matter of fact , some of the stamps we know as Type V 
stamps vary as much, one from a nother , as do the 'l'ype I I  and Type III stamps 
from each other. Nevertheless , because of one certain characteristic that :is 
present in all of the Type V stamps, a l l  of the stamps from Plate 2 are called 
Type V despite their individual d ifferences . 

The characteristics by which all Type V stamps can be distinguished, with 
little difficulty, from any of the other types of the Ten Cent stamps, is that the 
side ornaments never are complete. \Ve describe these Type V stamps as follows : 
" The side ornaments never are comp l ete , and are often quite incomplete. The 
pearl ornaments at the ends of the lower label mmal ly are partially cut away, 
especially on the left side of the stamp where they never are complete on the 
Type V stamp. No Type V stamp shows more than two pearls at the left 
and few of them show more than one. Two or three positions furnished stamps 
showing all three pearls at t h e  right but the usual Type V shows only one pearl 
at the right and one at the left. At the bottom of the stamp the outer line :is 
complete and the shel ls are nearly complete . The outer l ines at the top almost 
always are complete except over the right ' '  X. ' '  Fortun ately, while the stamp 
does not lend itself to a short and simpl e  description, it requires but a limited 
amount of practice to be able to  ,<;pot th is type with ease. If  a Ten Cent stamp 
shows three pearls at each side it is not a Type V and if it does not show three 
pearls at each side it is  a Type V. What could be more s imple  to check than 
the pearl ornaments ? 
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Figure 36!J. Fib"llre 370. 

8R 2. Ra1 ,eri:i· 
Tof>�:nc "1 i > s o  n'l . 

Figure 371. Figure 372. 
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Figure 373. 

F i;!,: 11 1·es mm/a7-t sht1 \\" t h t• t•o n s i det•able d ifl'.t_-re1u�o1.·s t h a t  :n·e l" o n n d  on 'l' :r JH"' y s t a nqas.  

t.i"J. �PD- OVERLAND iAll� Sf-�WA' LOl�)NWI&�� < • ZN :KOPEi 01"RHJ9 > 
� . . ... 

;: I 
'·I 

Plgure ;.l.75. A ty11e '' 011 ctn·er front S a n  Frinu·i�H-"O t o  A n1csb ury, i\l a ss.  A f n 111ous coyer 
fornu•rl y i n  tlte S t  .. 1>l1 e n  H r o n· n  collection.  

It seems apparent, from an exam in ati on of Type V stamps. t h a t  the plate  
was not tran sferred i n  exadly the usual mann<'r .  The transfers from tbr  <l i t �  
to the transfer roll must h a vr, been taken up so that the desi;m \ms si dew ise on 
the roll ra ther tha n leng-thwisP as i s  customary, and it is p robab l e t h at the de
sign was intentionally " short transferred " to a certain extent from thr die  to 
the roll which in this ins ta  nee means that the s i d e designs were partial l�- left 
off the transfer roll. When the roll was appl ied to  t h e  pl ate most posit io 1 1 8  
probably were i ntentiona l ly ' ' short transferrerl ' '  from the roll  t o  the  p l a t e  8 0  
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that the already incomplete design as it  existed on the roll was reduced still 
further in size on the plate. In addition to this, it seems certain that the 
plate was carefully gone over and erasures made between many of the stamps. 
The erasures likely are the principal cause of the many variations that appear 
on the side ornaments of the Type V stamps. It is probable that the reason 
for this short transferring and erasure was to provide more space for perforat
ing and while this did provide pl enty of l'ipace for the vertical perforations, the 
design was so long that the stamps were uncomfortably close together so far 
as the horizontal perforations were concerned. 

� ��/;[� �?:�/�· &��-� 
,,)"��/� � . &�d-e?A.> »--� 

Figure 376. Type V on cover fro1u Sn1t I�nke City, li tn lt r.rerritory to C n n :ul n .  

l�igure 377'. A Type V on a Pony Extlress Co,·er fron1 S u n  Francisco to S t .  Jose1>h, �lo. 
nnd th .. n<'e b y  U. S .  !Un i l t o  Ohio, 1'1n i l ell i n  l'll ny , l SflO. 
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t. 

iJ/&.��,;l 

Fig·ure 378. While this i s  n vnluuble cover, there are otl1ers ,,·ortlt more fron1 a inonetory 
stn n (l point, yet fe\v are 111 ore h1teresting front n ltistorlcal standpoint titan this cover 
adtlressed to the Hon. Abrnhnn1 J_.fncoln at S pri ngfield, Illinois. A "Running Pony'' cover 

"·ith a ty1> e V .  stu1111>. Photo courtesy I.ate Edn·ard S .  Knapp. 

Figure 370. Two Type V co1>ies with u le Type V used to fully pay this cover from Nort h  
Adnnuc, M a s s .  to Sn·itzerlnnd. P h o t o  courtesy W 111. 0. Bilden 
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Figure :.IS O .  o,·erl and fron1 lHnrysv i lle,  Californ i a  ''in Los AngeJeH to li: ingston·n, Indiana. 
I s111•1>ose the 1utssengers n·ere advised that "1h t• l•est of conclu•s,  horses, Juen anti e ttnip-
1ne11t n·ere 11setl nnd that e,·ery eon,'eui ence "·n s nft"ord t"ll for thf" 1u1ssengers". No t1011bt a 
ltn•ely trip in n·hich bent, col d, 1nud, sun.dstor111 s,  tuul Indians n·ere inclutled, "·ithont extra 
ehn r�·t", hi t h e  fare ! 'l'he stn1n1t on tltf" Cff,·er is 'I1y1u· V. Photo <"CHtrtesy o f  Wn1 . 0 .  Bihl en. 

Fig·ure :tSl . An O''t"rl a n d  cover fron1 S u n  l•,rnneisco ''i n  Los Angeles to D ecatur, Ill.  
Xo te the n otation I n  the 111•1ter right of the cover;  hWe must hn,·e n Rull  Rond" nnd 
''lU01ulny, �lay 2.-Jrtl, lh pn.st 1 2 A .M. leave Snn Frnuciseo". Photo courtesy Wn1. 0 .  Bilden. 
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F i guI"e !l8!!. 'J1J·pe V, "Curl l n  foreh-end" variety, the discove ry copy. 
( Ex - N e w b u r y  C o l l e c t i o n ) . 

The stamp is occasionally found on a patriotic cover and as such it is a 
most attractive item. It  also is known on a Pony Express cover but of course 
such use is very rare. 

This stamp is  not often found in blocks and as is  the case with other stamps 
of the 1857 series, it is more valuable in used than in unused blocks. We be
lieve the largest known block of this stamp is an unused 0. G. block of 42 from 
the Samuel W. Richey collection, this block being 6x7 from positions 31L to 36L 
and down thru 9 1L to 96L. Some years ago El l iott Perry had an unused block 
of 40 from positions 2R to 9R and down thru 42R to 49R. 

Shades : Green, dark green , yellowish green. 

Varieties :  Double  transfer at bottom ( 4 7 R  I I ) .  Small  " C ur l "  on forehead ( 3 7 L  II 
and 7 SL I I ) ,  " C ur l "  in "e" of " Cents " ( 9 3 L I I ) .  " C ur l "  in "t" of  " Cents" 
( 7 3 R  I I ) .  "Shell  Gash" ( 9 S L  I I ) ,  " Shell  Dash" ( S 4L I I ) .  " Extra hair on 
forehead" ( 7 L, SL ,  9 L, I I ) .  

Plates : Plate Two.  

Oancella.tions : Black,  red , brow n ,  b lue ,  orange,  magenta,  green.  

Cancellation varieties : 1 S 5 9  year date,  1 S 6 0  year date , 1 S 6 1  year date,  " Paid , "  Black 
town , Bl ue town , Red town,  Steamship ,  " Steam , " Railroad , 
N u meral s ,  Supplem entary Mail  Type A or C ,  Express Company 
Cancellation.  "Sou thn Letter Unpaid , "  Territorial. 



Chapter X I X  

TH E T E N  C E N T  R E P R I NT O F  1 875 
( Scott 42, M i nkus SP6 ) 

A S can be noted from a close examination of the illustration, the reprint 
stamps contain the full and complete Die design and as such differ en
tirely from any of the stamps issued from Plates 1 and 2. They were 

issued without gum, at face value, and were not good for postage. 
The perforation was 12 instead of 15 ,  the paper very white and c risp, and 

the color of the stamp is bluish green. 
These stamps cannot be confused with the regularly issued stamps because 

of the difference in the perforation. 
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Ch a pter XX 

TH E TWELVE C E N T  STA M P  OF TH E 1 857 S E R I ES 

( Scott 3 6  & 36b, M i nkus 3 8 ,  39 ) 

Figure 384. A b lock of 12e from Plate :i. ( E  . ..:-\Vest eolleetion ) • 

• .• ·174 '-' · · - ,,-

./',/" 

' 

.,__,.., /�, /, [' ,  ,�(/(__ 

:; ,; r , '' /J� , , �  _, 

Figure 385. A remarkable cover with 1 6  COJ>ies of the 12c from Plate I used t o  pay the 
s + :Mc rate. This cover wns sent b y  Registere<l JUnil from Al bany, N .  Y. to A b erdeen, 

Scutla ntl .  

T I I E S E  stamps are known to have been produced from the plate "·e call 
' ' Plate  One, ' '  and from Plate Three. There is a very bare possibility, but 
not probability, that " Plate Two " produced some of these stamps but if 

such i s  the case none have ever been so identified.  All evidence points to the 
fact that only two plates actually produced any of these twelve cent stamps but 
there is a reasonable amount of evidence that indicates three plates actually 
were manufactured. 
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Plate One, which produced the imperforate Twelve Cent stamps of the 1851 
issue , also produced a great percentage of the perforated Twelve Cent stamps 
of the 1857 issue.  The plate varieties found on the imperforates of the 1851 
series therefore are repeated on the perforate stamps printed from Plate One. 
In addition, we find varieties from Plate Three which,  with Plate One, produced 
the perforated stamps of the 1857 i ssue.  Diagonal half bisects on cover occa
sionally paid a 6c charge. 

The outstanding characteristic of Plate Three is that the outside Frame 
Lines were wry uneven or were broken. While these faulty frame lines were 
corrected on Plate One, by recutting, apparently no effort was made to correct 
them on Plate Three. The result is that the stamps from these two plates are 
not difficult to separate. Plate Three p ossibly was produced late in 1 859 or early 
in 1860 for the earliest date of use of a stamp printed from it,  so far as is known 
to the author , is June 1 , 1860,  but Mortimer Neinken advances the interesting 
theory that I believe to be correct, that Plate Three was made in 1851  but first 
used in 1860.  A horizontal pair, imperforate between, is known from Plate III.  

Flg·ure ::lSH. A 1mlr of l ::c f r o m  Plate One. ( f<�x-Newbury collecti o n ) .  

Figure :l87. A 1mir of l:OC from Plate Three. ( Ex- N ewbury collection ) .  
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A Plate Three mint block of 42 from the right lower corner of the sheet, 
showing Imprint and number 3 at the right, sold in a Robert A. Siegel Sale on 
Feb. 24, 1 9 6 5 .  T here is a pen-cancell ed block of 20 in the Mort i mer Neinken 
Collection. 

Figure 388. A reDiarkable b l o ck of 42 fron1 the J on-er right corner of the R i gl1t P;111e 
of Plnte 3.  
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Figure 389. A double rate letter by American Packet to L e  Havre and thence to Paris. 
Malled at Louisvil le, Ky, on August 13, out of New York on August 17, with arrival at 

Le Havre on August 29. Surface mall today Is not much faster ! 

Figure 31JO. A horizontal stri1> of 7 Plate 3 12c used with 2 singles of the 3c 'r y1>e :?. 
U sed from Phlla1lelphia via B oston and then by the B ritish Steamer Eur<>1>a  to L h·er1>0ol 

n 1ul across the Chnnnel tB Frn11ce. 
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Per. 81,eamer �·UJL '/ sailing from l 
' � p� to Li.verpoolj r 0� 185j 

. /.� f f-J1\ 

' , , ' ·.-i··.�-:-. ... . . ;.'··. ' . . ·.:. ...... ,. ' .. , t 
' 4i " ·, ' ' ·'" . � i ' 

, 
3! 1 , lf . "· . � - . ' ", � l 

I >  I \ �. , I t \ .if j • 

�· " .,..,.;· , ,.,,.. , 1 

1Jt$s'tf.t �-lnt, �tllt�s &: j�s, 
SBEFFIE�D. · 

Figure 391. This printed cover, bearing n poir of Plote 1 stomps, indicates the lmportonce 
ottached to speeiilc routing of the covers by vorious business firms. Spoce wos left for 
the name of the ship, the Port of departure and the dote of soiling. This cover was routed 
by the B ritish packet "Africa" hence the credit of the ll)C to Greot Britain. Photo courtesy 

Wm. 0 .  Bilden. 

Fi�·ure an2. 'l'llis i s  an e x tre111 ely rare eO'\.'er fron1 the John Norbeck Collection. S ing:Ies 
on CO'\.·er re1>resent the scarcest usug·e of this stn111 1t .n1ul "\yery fen· s u c h  eo,•ers are ht 
existence. '"r h e  sta1111> on th i s  cover paid the 4 x ac rate of this legnl cover currying 
d o cunten t s .  The lUinnesotn 'l'erritorfa l  cancel "·.us used a fter Statehood .nclding a ddi-

tiona l i 11te1·est to th i s  ctn·er. 
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Figure 393. Figure 394. 

Figure 393. An essay submitted by the unsuccessful bidder, To1>pan. Carpenter & Co. 

Figure 394.. An unused hn perforate from Plate 3. Frame lines are broken on this item. 
On the Issued fmperforntes, nil of n·hich eo1ne fron1 Plate 1 ,  the fra:un e lines are eo1n1•l ete. 

The p late varieties to be found from Plate One stamps are, as noted before, 
the same as for the imperforates of the 1851  issue from this same p late . 

It is believed that the variety " Double Frame Line at left " usually came 
from the stamps that composed the fourth vertical row of the left pane of Plate 
Three and the variety ' ' Double Frame Line on right ' '  came from the third 
vertical row of the same pane . There was a line drawn between the 7th and 
8th vertical rows on the left pane, apparently running from the top to the 
bottom of the p late . This line is located from one-half to three-quarters of a 
mill imeter to the right of the right frame line of the stamps in the 7th row, and 
about one and a half millimeters from the stamps in the 8th row. It is a bit 
heavier than the side frame lines of the stamps.  Depending upon the location 
of the perforation down this vertical row, this extra line can fall on a stamp from 
either the 7th or 8th row. If it falls on a stamp from the 7th row of course the 
extra line is on the right while if the stamp is  so perforated that it falls on the 
8th row the extra line is on the left. The reason for the inclusion of these lines 
upon the plate is not yet clear but it seems certain that they must have had 
something to do with the laying out of the plate . It is probable that it was the 
intention of the plate maker to burnish out these lines before the plate was put 
into use but as is  obvious this was not done. 

Shades : Black, gray black, intense black.  

Varieties : Double  transfer, Triple transfer, ( 5 R  I ) ,  Not recut in  lower right corner ,  
Recut in lower right corner,  Recut  in lower left  corner ( l O O L I ) ,  Recut  in  
lower right and left corners ( 4 3 L, 5 3 L, 6 3 L, 7 3 L, Plate  One ) . The pre
ceding varieties are all  from Plate One.  Varieties from Plate Three are 
Double frame line at right, Double frame line at left,  Line thru rosette 
( 9 5 R  Ill ) ,  Double transfer . 

Plates : Plate One,  Plate Three. 

Cancellations Plate One : Black,  blue, red , brown.  

Cancellations Plate Three : Black,  blue ,  red,  brown , magenta ,  green.  

Cancellation varieties o n  Plate One : 1 8 5 7  thru 1 8 6 1  year dates , " P a i d , "  Suppl � ment
ary Mail  Type A, Express Company Cancellation,  
Railroad,  Numeral , " Southn Letter Unpaid . "  

Quantity issued : Estimated at 5 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  



Ch apter XX I 

TH E TWE N TY- FOU R C E N T  STA M P OF T H E  1 857 SE R I ES 

( Scott 37,  M i nkus 40 ) 

Flg·ure mm. Pair of Z4e. 

ALTHOUGH the letter from S. H. C arpenter to the Commissioner of Intern
al  Revenue, reproduced at the beginn ing of our discussion on The Issue 
of 1857-1860 ,  indicates that a plate of the 24c denomination was pro

duced in 1857 ,  it was not put to  use until 1860. A letter from the famous Joseph 
A. Steinmetz " Miscellany " is of interest and reads as follows : 

Messrs .  Toppan,  Carpenter & C o . ,  

Philadelphia,  P a .  
Gentlemen : 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT , 
May 30, 1860 .  

I h a v e  your telegra phic dispatch s tating y o u  can f u r n i s h  " Twenty Four Cent" 
stamps within three weeks after  receiving an order .  

Having u nderstood that there was on hand a plate  for this denomination , I 
supposed you might be able to prepare stamps on m u c h  shorter notice . 

There is urgent necessity for a speedy s u pply,  especially in the larger c ities , 
growing out  of recent orders to pay a l l  postages in sta m p s .  What the actual de
m a n d  will be I cannot foretel l ,  but suppose it  wi l l  in  a short t ime amount to  ten 
millions ( 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) .  

So  soon as your samples c o m e  the colors will  be  selected,  and I trust  you wil l  
be able to del iver at least  a small  supply for B oston , New York , Philadelphia and 
Baltimore within a week.  

Very respectfu Jly,  etc .  e tc . , 
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A. N .  Z E V E L Y ,  
Third Assistant P .  M .  Genera l .  
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The fact that the plate apparently was made in 1857 p ossib ly accounts 
for one p ecul iari ty of the stamps. As will be noted on examination of the 24c 
and th e 5c stamp of th e 1857  series, there is considerable resemblance between 
them. And, as was the  cal':e o f  t h e  5c .  portions of the design have been cut away 
at the top and bottom of the stamp.  In addition,  p ortions of the side design 
have been cut away and the stamp thus differs from the die design in  that it 
is not complete on any of i ts four sides.  So far as can be determined, there was 

Figure 300. This is indeed a wonderful mint block of lZ of this stamp. Some coll ectors who 
think that m oney will buy a nything, Including big fat even margins around every stamp, 
should constantly carry a photo of some vertical pairs of the 1857' issue to show them 
that they will find It easier to walk on 'vater than t o  find a singl e with whle margins 

at the top and bottom. Photo courtesy Raymond JI. "\Velll Co. 
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no necessity for trimming the sides of the stamp but there was the same neces
sity for trimming the top and bottom of the  stamp as there was for the 5c. This 
trimming of the 6 reliefs on the transfer roll used to produce the single plate 
from which were printed the 24c stamps makes it possible,  as was done by 
E lliott Perry, for a student who has good eyes and l egendary patience of Job, 
to  identify these various reliefs. Fortunately for all concerned, no  attempt 
has ever been made to break these various reliefs down into types since the 
variations are so smal l  such separation would not be sensible. 

Figure 397. Z4c on cover to Itnly. 

f l 

Figure 398. Just u niee 2'4c on cover, Boston to L ondon 'vitll the Boston "PAID" cancel. 
Photo courtesy \Vm. O .  B i lden. 
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Figure 399. Here i s  a cover that n1• 1>arently i s  111is"!ling the entire righ t side, including, 
in all probability, a 12e 1857 sta:nn1•. Ashbrook in descri bing this cover, ,,·hich ,,·ent to 
Portugal's second largest city, 0 1Jorto or "Po i' to", s:ays thnt t he "32" i n  n1nnuscri1>t o n  
t h e  cover definitely tells us t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a d o u b l e  r n t e  cover, w i t h  32c going to Great 
Britain and 5c Internal Rate belonging to the lI . S.  'l'hls m akes u1> the rat e  to Portugal 
b y  0 1>en Mail via England n·Jlich n·ns !!H� 1>er "IA ounce and 37c 1>er ¥2 o unce. The 1 60 
stn1n1>ed on the cover ts of course the Portuguese Due 1n arkiug since the sta1nps only 

1>nid the rate to the Border of Portugal.  

�-�, � 
'�.{'� '147'1�· � fl ,t. 

' /' t:'1 . � � t':� 
' 

''- ,, 1 \\ •  .. t�'/ . ,  er ' --' U-t.-�, -�.k 4--Q/11-t/ 
�· :t - - , k  -· .; . • CG: 

F i gure 400. A 24c used with two Type II 3e from Highland, III. to Swltzerlaml.  
Photo courtesy 'Vm. O .  B i lden. 
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F igure 401. 'l1his co,·-er
. 
is lu • l i eved ,  a ccording to n n1en1 0 on the back, to ha,·e originated 

at Petersburg·, Va. on July rt, l SHl . S i n ee no Confed�rute 1>ostag;e seen1s to have been 
charged it HlJt> n rentl y ,,·us t•ari·ied out of the 1nnils  and tle 11ositetl i n  the Post Office a t  
Louis,•il le,  K y .  o n  July 1 1 . It was tllt•re stam pt'd ''S OL"THn. LET'I'ER U NPAID D U E' lM "  
"·J1i eh ls a n  excee,lingly ra re 1u :11,ki ng on the 24c. It n·as forn·nrded to Nen• York s e n t  
lt y  An1erienn Pucket to Englund "·ith 21 « d e h i tt"' d  to G rt•at B ritain n·h o collected 1 shi lling 

due frunt the u tl d resst•e. ( A shbrook t>hoto ) . 

F igure 402. An hn 1>erforate itent for1u erly i n  t h e  'Yest collect i o n .  

The Twenty Four Cent stamp is known imperforate,  both in singles and 
in pairs , on regular stamp paper, but i t  has been demonstrated to the satisfac
t ion of all students known to me that such items were nothing more than trial 
printings submitted by T oppan. Carpenter & Co . ,  the printers of the stamps, 
to the Postmaster General for his opinion.  For some years these were consid
ered by some collectors and by the makers of the Standard Postage Stamp Cat
alog to be issued stamps but present day knowledge, which was most clearly 
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brought to the attention of both collectors and publishers by the efforts of 
Stanley B. Ashbrook, has caused some revision of l isting. 

Eventually, the 24c imperforate , the 30c and 90c imperforate of this same 
issue, and numerous other items that have for years unfortunately been listed 
as real stamps, may, we sincerely hope , be listed in the Proof and E ssay section 
of the catalog where they most certainly appear to belong. The time is here 
when all concerned should recognize and rectify the errors in our Standard Cat
alog . It is inevitable that someday it will be revised, corrected, and renumbered 
and the sooner this admittedly painful process is accomplished , the better it will 
be for everyone who is concerned with United States stamps. A defective 
horizontal pair, apparently with a penstroke cancel and cataloged at $2750.00, 
was sold in a Robt. A . Siegel auction on August 9,  1966 .  

The stamp exists in l i lac  and gray lilac while a red lilac is known in un
used condition only. The red lilac almost certainly is from a trial color sheet 
and should be considered as a finished trial color proof and not as a stamp . Ash
brook thought the Red Lilac was a trial color never issued to the public. He 
thought it might have reached collectors thru sheets given a Boston dealer, F .  
Trifet, for work done by him in making up a display of U. S . Postage Stamps for 
the Post Office Department. Luff also was uncertain that this color ever was 
issued to the public. 

Blocks of the 24c, in either used or unused condition, are very rare and as 
is true with most of the values of the 1857 issue, are more rare in used than in 
unused blocks. Mint blocks of 9 and 12 were in the Caspary Collection. In 
1 954 my friend Ashbrook told me of the existence of two mint blocks for 15 ,  
( 5v x 3h ) and the probable existence of an unused block of 40 believed to be from 
the remainders of the War period . Ile a lso had a photo of a used block of ten, 
( 2v x 5h ) plus another vertical pair on a piece of cover mailed from Wilmington , 

N. C .  on Feb. 16 ,  1861 .  All extraordinary items . 

Shades : Lilac ,  gray l i lac .  

Varieties : None.  

Plates : Plate One.  

Oancellations : Black ,  b l u e ,  red , magent a ,  violet ,  green. 

Oancellation Yarieties : 1 8 6 0  year date ,  1 8 6 1  year date,  " P ai d , "  " Paid All , "  "Free , "  
Supplemen tary M a i l  Type A, R ailroad,  Packet B o a t ,  R e d  C ar
rier ,  Nu meral , " Southn.  Letter Unpv. id . " 

Quantity issued : E stimated at 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  some of which were returned to the Depart
ment and destroyed .  



Chapter XX l l  

TH E TH I RTY CENT STA M P OF TH E 1 857 S E R I ES ( S. 3 8 ,  M .  4 1 ) 

Figure 403. 

T HIS stamp was produced from a single plate, Plate One,  and, as is the 
case with the other denominations of the series, it was made from a multi
ple relief transfer roller. T hese reliefs, of which there were four, can be 

identified but the variations between them are very small and we recognize no 
' ' types ' '  for this stamp . Although a part of the 1857 issue, the 30c did not ap
pear unti l  1860 .  The earliest known date of use is Aug.  8,  1860 mailed with a 
3c Type II on a letter sheet mailed from Boston to Tunis via Marseilles. 

Blocks of the stamp are scarce despite the well-known fact that Ferdinand 
Trifet, the Boston dealer who was given a large supply of all values of the 1857 
issue by the Post Office Department for his work on the Government 's stamp 
exhibit at the 1876 Centennial at Philadelphia ,  sold them in blocks of ten to 
many dealers. One of the finest used blocks was a block of 6 sold in the Water
house sale in 1924.  About a dozen years ago an unused block of 2 1  was offered 
by a New York firm but we do not know what became of it unless it was the 
block of 21 sold in the Caspary Sale. The E dson J. Fifield sale of the Col. 
Green material,  held on April 23-25, 1946,  contained an 0 .  G. block of 12 of this 
stamp . The most remarkable block of these stamps that is  known to exist is a 
used block of 53 that was in the collection of Mr. Edgar B .  Jessup of Oakland, 
California. This most exceptional item was once a block of 56 ,  at which time 
it was in the hands of the late Senator Ackerman, but somewhere along the line 
3 stamps were removed from the block. According to Senator Ackerman, these 
stamps paid the postage on a bag of gold dust mailed from Sacramento City, 
California to Boston, Mass. It is our understanding that this block is not now a 
solid single block but it has been rejoined. 

Since the stamp is of no more value unused than used, and in fact a fine 
used copy is  of more value than an unused copy, we find that the faker occas
ionally finds room for his talents with this stamp.  Covers bearing this stamp 
should be checked carefully. 

The Standard Catalog lists a ' ' cracked plate ' '  variety but there is some 
room for doubt as to whether this is a cracked p late or a plate scratch. So far 
as is known to us no duplicate of the copy from which the listing was made has 
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ever been reported .  'l'he orange co lor  of the s tamp makes close examination of 
this type of variety rather difficult. 

Figure 404. This lovely square b lock of HI Is, as of this writing i n  early 1 1166, exa ctly 
where one would eXIH!<'t it to be and that Is in the ,.tock of tile Raymond H. \Velll Co. 
of New Orleans. A lot of philatelic p lums originated i n  New Orlenm• i n  tile ea rly days 
and s4>me of the best have been b rought back t o  that l ovely city In tile 1m,.t few years. 

Photo courtesy Raymond H. Weil l Co. 
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J 

T t J  l' l l t-: 
EffIC.m m l 'E l:U\\E�n Of IUL<R mos. 

A Government for the whole .is 
indispensible. · 

FiA·11re 400. A 30c used on n Pony Express cover front S u n  Francisco to G ennany. A 
r�n1 n rknble and u11i«1ue cover. 

NEW YO R K  t o  l"R .. N C f . 16 Ja n .• 1861. 

Figure 4-06. A 30e used with u 5c nnd lOc to 11ny t h "  trl1> l e  rnte to F r:mee. 
A fine cover front the fatuous "Payen" corresponden ce. 



260 THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

Figure 407. A 30e used with n 3c Type II  on n cover from S 11rlngttehl, !Unss. to S evilla, 
Spain, This cover went viu Americun Pu cket to Englund. Photo courtesy 'Vm. O. Bilden. 

' l f. 
'\ ' 

, li . .  <'�-

Figure 408 • .  !Uy friend Ashbrook gn,•e me nn interesting exphlnntlon of the rnte of this 
beautiful cover. There "·us, i n  1 860. n rnte to Hong King of 30c 1>er 1-,4 ounce. There also 
was a rate of 30c per 1h ounce by B remen or Hamburg Mall. Finally, there was n 
rnte of 5c per % ounce that pnid only the U. S. Internnl rnte under the U. S.-Brltlsh 
Postal Trenty of 1 84S  with nil  postnge 1l11e from the add ressee from the U .  S .  frontier to 
Hong Kong. This mennt of eourse thnt this letter, I f  It  went via the "Open Mnil by B ritish 
Packet via L ondon'', ( whleh it did ) ,  hud to b e  a sh: times rute. The proof thut this was 
the eas e  Is  shown b y  the B ritish due m n rking, in b lnek, of six shil lings, six penee whleh 

\VHS tl1e six thnes rnte. 
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The 30c is known imperforate on regular stamp paper but the evidence 
indicates that these were merely trial color proofs submitted to the Postmaster 
General by the printers, Toppan, Carpenter & Company. These items are in 
demand despite their status being questionable and a pair sold at auction in 1966 
for $2100. These proofs were in a buff or brown-orange shade and in a letter 
dated July 13 ,  1860 and addressed to Toppan, Carpenter & Company from A. 
N. Zevely, the Third Assistant Postmaster General , the  following statement was 
made : " It is wel l to adopt the buff instead of the black color for the Thirty-Cent 
stamp, though I hope you may be able to infuse a more lively tint than appears 
in the specimen submitted by you. ' '  The suggested change was made and the 
stamps appeared in orange, yellow orange and reddish orange. 

It is of interest to note that before the buff tint was submitted, and before 
the suggested infusion of a more lively tint was made, that on the authority of 
the Postmaster General they had printed a large number of the thirty cent in 
b l ack. On July 11 ,  1860, Toppan, Carpenter and Company, in  a letter to A. N. 
ZeYely, the Third Assistant Postmaster General, made the following statement : 
" 'Ne are reluctantly obliged to stop printing the Thirty-Cent stamp until 
further advice from the Postmaster General. We find that the obj ection to 

Fig·ure -109. A trial color proof i n  black. ( E.x-,Vest coll ectio n ) .  

F:g·u re 410. A t r i n l  color proof fn n or111a l  shade an stan1p paper. 

black, arising from the difficulty of cancelling the stamp, is likely to prove more 
serious than at first apprehended ; and in order to give you a definite idea of 
this difficulty we inc l ose a half sheet of the denomination specified .  The body 
of  color is deeper and more generally diffused than is advantageous for can 
cellation . 

·we believe that the inclosed buff tint could be more advantageously printed 
than any hue of yellow, and cancelling such a stamp would be easy and thorough. 
vVe have printed already a large number in black but we will readily submit to  
the loss in case  the Postmaster General see8 proper to order the buff color in 
its place. ' '  
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Figure 411. 'l'his Is  the variety "Com 1>lete a rrow head nt bottom right." 
( Ex - N e w b u r y  c o l l e c t i on ) .  

Figure 412. This i s  tlte stamp from wltlch the cracked plate w11s listed. Craek o r  s cratch ? 
Take your pick ! 
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There have been various statements made to the effect that this 30c in 
b l ack \Yas act ually sol d for a few d ays at the \Yash i n gton P ost Office but they 
appear to be of dubious value and it  is extremely doubtful that t lwse imperforate 
items ever were placed on sale at \Yashington or any other p ost office.  No 
physical evidl•nce that such was the case has been discovered.  This item oc
cupies a un ique p osition in that it was official l y  p repared for use but not  issue d .  
1 ·rn1er  the c i reumstances th e  Thirty C ent black should be  l isted under tria l color 
proofs.  They are scarce and i t  is obYious t h a t  Toppa n ,  C a rpenter and Com 

p a ny destro�·ed n early a l l  of the copies that had been printed . Those that exist 
almost cert a i n ! �· come from the portion of a proof l';heet in bl ack that  was sent 
to the Postmaster General on July 2 ,  1 8 6 0  or  from such impressions as 'f oppan, 
Carpenter & Company may h a ve retai n e d  i n  the i r  files and "·hich l a t t e r  became 
distributed thru p h ilatelic ch annels. It should b e  remembered that t h ey were 
not p erforated or gummed.  

F i gure 413. The l a rgest k n o w n  b l o c k  ( re.i o inetl ) of t h e  30 c .  Courtesy o f  
Haym o n d  H .  'Veill.  

Shades : Orange,  yel low orange, reddish orange.  

Varieties : Double  transfer at u p p e r  left corner ( 3 1 R  I ) ,  Double  Transfer ( 8 9 L  I ) ,  
( 9 9 L  I ) ,  Comp lete arrow head at  bottom right ,  Recut  at  bottom ( 5 2 L I ) ,  
Cracked Plate  ( ? ) .  

Plates : Plate One .  

Cancellations : Black ,  b lue ,  red ,  magen t a ,  v io let ,  green .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 6 0  year date , 1 8 6 1  year date ,  " Paid , " Black tow n ,  S u p p le
mentary Mail Type A, Steamship ,  Express Company Can
cel lat i o n ,  "Southn Letter U n p a i d . " 

Quantity issued : E s t imated at 3 5 7 , 0 0 0  some of which  were returned to the Depart
ment  a n d  destroyed.  
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TH E N I N ETY C ENT STAM P OF TH E 1 857 S E R I ES ( S. 54, M .  42 ) 

Figure 414. A bea utiful mint b lock. ( Ex-West collection ) .  

Figure 4111. G enuinely used copies showing t h e  N e w  York 'Grid" a nd t h e  Philadelphia 
"Oetugon." 

IN the " Steinmetz Miscellany " there is reprinted a letter dated June 12, 1860 
addressed to Toppan, Carpenter and Company from A. N.  Zevely, Third 
Assistant Postmaster General, which says, " It is also considered necessary 

to have a stamp of Ninety Cents-not only to suit that particular rate of postage, 
but to prepay packages, to the amount, sometimes, of several dollars. With this 
stamp the Postmaster General desires the head of Washington and I need not 
suggest to you the importance of expending upon it all the talent you can com
mand in respect to  designing, engraving and coloring. ' '  

This stamp was not placed in use until late summer of 1860 and the earliest 
date of use may have been in  August .  Th e  earliest recorded date by Ashbrook 
was Sept. 11, 1860. 

264 



THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 1 9TH CENTURY 265 

Printed in a rich shade of blue ,  this  is  one of our most handsome stamps. 
The portra it of vVash ington, in the dress uniform of a General, is after a paint
ing by Trumbull, and the stamp does real justice to the great leader of the 
Armies of the American Revolution and our first President of the United States. 

All of the Ninety Cent stamps were printed from a single plate, Plate I .  
I t  i s  believed that a littl e  less than 25 ,000 o f  these stamps were issued. The 
stamp was only in use about a year and for that reason genuinely used copies 
are very scarce. Although copies whose cancellations are beyond dispute are 
valued at more than twice that of unused copies, the usual grid cancel is so 
subject to doubt as to its validity that few collectors will , or should, pay more. 

Figure 416. T h i s  Is  o n e  of the outstanding g e m s  of American Philately. T h e  00<! w a s  
u s e d  with 2 l e  stamps, a tOc nnd a 30c to m a k e  up t h e  $1.3:! rate to t h e  C a p e  of Good Hope. 

Used I n  July, 1861. ( E x -Newbury c o l l e c t i o n ) .  

Figure 417. A n  essay submitted b y  the unsuccesHful bidder, Toppan, Cnr11 cnter & Co. 



266 THE UNITED ST.A.TES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19TH CENTURY 

Figure 418. This ls 11 cover of the greatest rurity. It is  a 5 times rate cover, 5x2,lc, 
which is 1111id by 11 5c Brown Ty1>c II, a lOc Type V, and a llOc 1860. All struck with red 
rlugless grhl of the Foreign Division of the N ew York Post Ofll ce thut was in use at this 
thue. ,,.e hnd no 1>ostnl treaty n·ith S 1>:1in nt this thne and Ashbrook re1>orted as follon·s 
on this t·�n·er;  It n·ent b y  Ainerlcu n  packet to England, ncrcss the Channel t o  Calais and 
thru F rance b y  French 111.nil to S J>:t in.  The $1.05 JJostnge n·ns s1J l i t  n s  follon•s ; U .  S. 
Internal rate 3c per l..4 ounce, senpost 6c 1>er % ounce for n total of 1.h.! :x the 5 thne·s rate or 
n total of 45c. F rance got noc as n 5x12.c divi ded ns follon·s ; Per s i ngle rate of "1A ounce, 
Fren<'h Internul 3c, F rance to Spain 6c an1l 3c which Frunce had t o  l"'Y to England for 
a t o t a l  of 12c per rute. Despite the fact that prices soon go out of date this cover 
renl lr.e<l $10,500 in the Caspary Sale. It could be ex1• ected to realize considerably Jnore 

today. Photo by A shbrook. 

In the Pelander rn l e  of February, 1943,  a cancelled copy, with good mar
gins a!'d without perforations, was stated to have been used on a package of 
bonds mailed from Minneapolis. As must always be the case with single ' '  im
perforates ' '  of this character, they must be considered as possibilities rather 
than proeabilities. 

In the Caspary Sale there was a remarkable unused block of 2 1 ,  7h  by 3v, 
well centered and probably the largest 90c 1860 block. There a lso was an un
used block of 9 ,  with gum, in the Caspary sale and an unused block of 6 ,  with
out gum. was in the Geo. F. Hammond collection in 1918 .  Perhaps the only used 
block of 4 on a piece was formerly in the C larence E agle collection. It was used 
from Washington to Hong Kong. This particular block had a straight edge on 
the bottom and at the left. 

The only varieties of this stamp known to me are with a double transfer 
at the top and a similar variety with a double transfer at the bottom. The 
double at the top is the more common of the two. 

Quite a number of copies are found bearing a pen cancel but they are 
not valued at more than a third as much as is a genuine stamped cancellation.  
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The usual cancellation found on this stamp is a heavy grid .  Because it  i s  so  
difficult to  authenticate such cancellations it  doubtless is true t h at many genu
ine cancels have been call ed fakes, and vice-Yersa. The policy of condemning 
what they do not understand is  fol lowed by too many people. A block of 6, 
as well as single copies are known with a red pen cancellation consisting of a 
vertical and  a horizontal  line crossing in the middle of the stamp.  These are 
considered to be samples or specimen stamps.  

Figure 419, Figure 420. Fii:.·ure 421 .  Figure 422. 

How do you like your fakes-perf. or imperf . ? These are pretty crude 
counterfeits. 

Shades : Blue ,  deep blue .  

Varieties : D-0uble transfer at botto m ,  Double  transfer at top ,  Short transfer at bot-
tom right and left ,  ( 1 3 L,1 , 6 8 R l ) .  

Plates : Plate One.  

Cancellations : Black , blue ,  red .  

Cancellation varieties : 1 8 6 1  year date,  Red Carrier,  " Paid , "  Pen,  Black town.  

Quantity issued : Estimated at 2 9 , 0 0 0-som e  of which were returned to  the Depart-
ment and destroyed. 



Ch a pter XX I V  

D EMON ETI ZAT I ON OF TH E 1 85 1 - 1 857 SER I ES 

DR. CHASE handled this matter so excellently in his book ' ' The 3c Stamp 
of The United States 1851-1857 I ssue " that with his permission, given 
us some years ago, we quote almost verbatim. 

' ' When the Civil War broke out in the month of April, 1861 ,  the Post-Office 
Department of the United States was obliged to consider measures to prevent 
such United States postage stamps as were in the hands of the postmasters in 
the seceding states from being sent to the North and sold, which would furnish 
money for the Confederate States. The Confederate States forbade the use of 
United States stamps on and after the first day of June, 1861, and incident
ally increased the 3c letter rate to 5c.  Luff on page 83 of his work gives the 
following quotation which he states is an extract from a proclamation of Mr. 
John H. Reagan who was Postmaster General of the Confederate States. This is 
dated April 13 ,  1861 ,  and reads as follows : 

"All postmasters are h ereby required to render to the Post-Office Department at  
Washington,  D .  C . ,  their  final  accounts and their  vouchers  for postal  receipts and 
expenditures ,  u p  to the 3 1 st  day of this month , taking care to forward with said 
accounts all  post  stamps and stamped envelopes remaining o n  hand,  belonging t o  
the Post-Office Department of t h e  United States,  in order that t h e y  m a y  receive 
the proper credits therefor in the adjustment of  their accounts . " 

As Luff stated, it is doubtful if this was obeyed to any large extent as far 
as returning the United States stamps to ·w ashington was concerned. It  is 
certain that many were found in  Southern post-offices after the War, and that 
this is the source of the comparatively large quantity of unused 1857 stamps 
which have been on the market . Luff stated that one dealer acquired 2000 
complete sets by indirect purchase and that another was given 1800 sets in re
turn for assistance in arranging a government collection of postage stamps. He 
further states that all these sets were in full sheets. 

The obvious way out of the dilemma was the one taken by the Department. 
This was to arrange for a new issue of stamps as soon as possible with different 
designs, and to demonetize the then current issue. 

Luff in his work handled the h istorica l  aspect of this question perfectly 
and I cannot do better than to quote what he had to say. He gave first an 
extract from an article in the Chicago Tirnes-H erald dated September, 1896 ,  
which says : 

" A t  the Post-Office Department I was told that in May,  1 8 6 1 ,  Postmaster Gen
eral Montgomery Blair issued  a n order requiring all  postmasters to return to the 
department all  p ostage stam ps and stam ped envelopes in their possession, but I 
was u n able to see the order,  as no copy is preserved in tlrn files of the department ,  
and its precise  language is  u n known.  

" I  sought further information in  the fi l es of the National Intelligencer, pre
served in  the l ibrary of Congress ,  which was the organ of the department in 1 8  6 1 .  
T found i n  the issue o f  June 1 3 ,  1 S 6 1 ,  the following " extrac t  from the department 
files . " introduced by appropriate editorial c o m m e n t ,  p u blished for the information 
of the p ublic : 

" There are now no postmasters of the United States ,  i n  the seceded States,  au
thorized to  sel l  stamps or collect  postag e ,  s ince  the 1st  of  June,  for this government .  
Postmasters ,  therefore,  m u s t  treat  a l l  m atter since the 1st  of  J u n e  coming from 
the seceded States ,  a n d  mailed within these States ,  a s  unpaid matter to be held 
for postage. All such matter is  ordered to be sent to the dead letter office at Wash
ington to be  disposed o f  according to Jaw . "  

In the issue o f  the following day, June 14, 1 8 6 1 ,  the following appeared as 
an editorial paragraph : 

268 
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" I n c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e t e n tio n a n d  i m p r o p e r  u s e  o f  p o 3 t a g e  s t a m p s by de
l i n q u e n t p o s t m a sters i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  s e c e d e d  S t a t e s , t h e  P o s t m a s t e r  G e n e r a l  h as o r
dered a n e w  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  be ready f o r  u s e  in a f e w  d a y s ,  a n d  that 
b y  t h e  1st  o f  Angnst t h e r e  will  b e  a n e w  stamp w i t h  d e v i c e s  a l t o g e t h e r  d i ff e r e n t  f r o m  
the p resen t . "  

In August, 1861 ,  the following circular l etter was sent to postmasters 
throughout the country : 

P O S T- O F F I C E  DE PARTM E N T  

" P ostmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F i n a n c e  O ffi c e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18  6 1  
S i r : Y o u  w i l l  receive h e r e w i t h  a s u p p l y  o f  p os t a g e  s t a m p s  w h i c h  y o u  w i l l  ob

s e r v e  are o f  a new styl e ,  d i ff e r i n g  b o t h  i n  d e s i g n  a n d  c o l o r  f r o m  t h o s e  h i t h e r t o  used,  
a n d  h a v ing t h e  l etters U .  S .  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c o r n e r s  o f  e a c h  sta m p ,  a n d  i t s  r e s p e c tive 
d e n o m inatio n i n d i c a t e d  by fi g u re s  as well  a s  l e t t e r s .  You will  i m m e d i ately give 
p u b l i c  notice t h r o u g h  t h e  n ew s p a p e r s  and o t h e r w i s e , t h a t y o u  are prepared to ex
c h a n ge s t a m ps o f  the n e w  style for a n  e q u iv a l e n t  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  old i s s u e ,  d u r i n g  
a p e r i o d  o f  six d a y s  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  n o t i c e ,  a n d t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  n o t  t h e r e 
a fter b e  r e c e i v e d  in p a y m e n t  o f  p o s tage o n  l e t t e r s  s e n t  from y o u r  o ffi c e .  

Y o u  w i l l  sa t i s fy y o u r s e l f  b y  p e r s o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n  t h a t  s t a m p s  o ff e r e d  i n  e x c h a n g e  
h a v e  n o t b e e n  u s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a i l s  or o th e r w i s e ; a n d  i f  i n  a n y  c a.s e y o u  h a v e  
g o o d  gr o u n d s  f o r  s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  stam p s ,  p r e s e n t e d  t o  YO cl for e x c h a n g e ,  were E e n t  
from a n y  o f  t h e  disloyal  s t at e s ,  y o u  w i l l  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e m  w i t h o u t  d u e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I m m e d i a t e l y  after the e x p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b o v e  p e r i o d  o f  s i x  d a y s ,  y o u  w i l l  r e 
t u r n  t o t h e Th ird A s s i s t a n t  P o s t m aster G E n e r a l  a l l  s t a m p s  o f  t h e  o l d  style i n  y o u r  
p o s s e s si o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  a s  y o u  m a y  o b t a i n  by exc h a n g e ,  p l a c i n g  t h e m  i n  a s e c u r e  
p a c k a g e ,  w h i c h  m u s t  be c a r e f u l l y  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t he m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  C h a p t e r  
3 9 ,  o f  the R e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  D e p a r t m e n t .  

B e  c ar e f u l  a l s o  t o  w r i t e  l egibly t h e  n a m e  o f  y o u r  o ffi c e  as w e l l  a s t h a t  o f  y o u r  
c o u n t y  a n d  s t a t e .  A s t r i c t  c o m p li a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i s  a b s o l u tely 
necessary,  t h a t  y o u  may not fail  to obtain credit f o r  t h e  amount o f  s t a m p s r e t u r n e d .  

I n s t e a d  o f  s e n d i n g  s t a m p s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  y o u  c '.l n ,  i f  c o n ve n i en t ,  e x c h a n g e  
t h e m f o r  n e w  o n es a t  s o m e  c i t y  p o s t  o ffi c e ,  where large s u p p l ies  a r e  t o  be f o u n d .  
I t  b e i n g  i m p o s s i b l e  to s u p p l y  a l l  o ffi c e s  w i t h  n e w  s t a m p s  a t  o n c e ,  y o u  w i l l  d e l i v e r  
letters r e c e i v e d  f r o m  K e n t u c k y ,  M i s s o u r i ,  I l l i n o i s ,  O h i o ,  I n d i a n a ,  M a ryl a n d ,  a n d  
Pennsyl v a n i a ,  p r e p a i d  b y  s t a m p s o f  t h e  o l d  i s s u e .  n n ti l  S e p t e m b e r  1 0 t h ,  t h o s e  f r o m  
other l o y a l  s t a t e s  east o f  t h e  R o c k y  M o u n ta i n s  u n t i l  fi r s t  o f  O c t o b e r ,  a n d  t h o s e  
f r o m  the states o f  C a li f o r n i a  a n d  O re g o n  a n d  f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  N e w  Mexi c o ,  
Uta h a n d  Washin g to n ,  u n t i l  t h e  fi r s t  o f  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 6 1 .  

Y o u r  O b e d i e n t  S e rv a n t ,  

A .  N .  Z E V E L Y ,  
Th i r d  A s s i s t a n t  P o s t m aster G e n e r a l . "  

In a subsequent order the dates specified i n  t h e  last paragraph of  the fore
going circular were extended to November 1 ,  186 1 ,  December 1, 1861 ,  and Janu
ary l,  1862, for the respective sections. 

The question of the authority of the Postmaster General to declare the 
stamps of  the 1857  issue obsolete and invalid for postal purposes has been much 
discussed. The action met with public approval at the time and was, presum
ably, within his province. The acts of Congress did not restrict him in the em
ployment of any p articular designs for stamps or require their continuance in 
u"e after adoption, thus, constructively, leaving all such details to his discretion. 
The dicta of the head of a department on matters placed within his control, 
have the authority of  l aw, unless they are in conflict with a provision of the 
Constitution or of the statutes of the United States. 

As will be readily understood there was considerable confusion in the mind 
of the public at large and also among certain of the postmasters in the Northern 
states regarding the instructions sent out . It happened many time that stamps 
of the 1857 issue did postal duty, without postage due h aving been charged, af
ter November 1, 1861 ,  D ecember 1, 1861 ,  and January 1, 1862 ,  in the three re
spective sections of the country. On the other hand, letters bearing 1857 stamps 
mailed before the expiration of the periods set by the circular of the Third 
Assistant Postmaster General were sometimes treated as unpaid, an obvious in-
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justice to both the sender and receiver. Needless to say, 1857 stamps on letters 
showing their use after the date of demonetization, or from any of the seceded 
states after May 31, 1861 ,  are decidedly rare and of much interest. Their value 
is in accordance. 

United States stamps used in the various southern states after they seceded 
from the Union and before June, 1 8 6 1 ,  are in one sense C onfederate Provisionals. 
Of course, the United States Government never officially recognized the seces
sion, but the�' formed a government which existed for about four years, and 
which, oyer most of this time, issued its own currency and postage stamps. The 
dates of secession, with certain other historical dates, are as follows : 

Dec. 2 0 , 1 8  6 0-Sou th Carolina seceded.  
Jan .  9 ,  18  6 1-M ississippi seceded.  
Ja n . 1 0 ,  1 8 6 1 -Florida seceded.  
Jan .  1 1 ,  1 8 6 1-Alabam a  seceded.  
Jan.  1 9 ,  1 8 6 1 -Georgia seceded.  
Jan .  2 6 ,  1 8 6 1-Louisiana seceded.  
Feb .  1 ,  1 8 6 1-Texas seceded . 
Feb .  4 ,  1 8  6 1 -The C o n federate States of America provisionally organized at 

Montgomery,  Alabama.  
Feb .  9 ,  1 8  6 1-Jefferson Davis elected Provisional President.  
Feb .  1 8 ,  18 6 1-Jefferson Davis inaugurated President o f  the Confederate S tates 

of America at M o n tgomery,  Alabama. 
April 1 2 - 1 3 ,  1 8 6 1-Fort S u m ter bombarded.  
April  1 7 ,  18  6 1-Virginia adopted Ordinance of  Secession to popular vote .  
May 6 ,  1 8 6 1-Arkansas seceded.  
May 2 0 ,  1 8 6 1-North Carolina seceded.  
J u n e  1 ,  18  6 1-T'h e  C o n federate Post Office Department took over the postal 

service in the seceded states.  

CoYers used from the respective states between the dates given and June 1 ,  
1 8 6 1 ,  and especially those after February 4 ,  1861 ,  when the Confederate States 
came into being, are most desirable and \\·ell worthy of careful search. The case 
of  T exas shows one more extremely interesting fact. It seceded from the Union 
on Februan' 1 ,  1 8 6 1 ,  and according to the government of the state again became 
the " Republic of Texas " as it had been before entering the Union , December 
29, 1845.  It did not join the Confederacy until March 5,  1861 ; hence, United 
States stamps used in Texas during that l imited period are in  one sense " United 
States stamps used provisionally by the Republic of Texas. ' '  The history of the 
C ivil  War as reflected in postal matters makes a most interesting study for 
phi l atelists . ' ' 
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Types of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 8  
Type I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 0 - 1 6 1  
Type I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 2- 1 6 4  
Type I I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 5 -1 6 8  
Type I V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 6 9 - 1 7 3  
Types I ,  I I ,  I I I ,  I V  in one block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5  7 

The Twelve Cent Stamp of 1 8 5 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 4 - 1 8 1  
Bisects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 7 - 1 8 1  
Double  transfers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 7  
Earliest known use  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 6  
Gum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 7  
Paper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 7 7 
Plate Three imperf orate proofs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 7 6  

The Issue of 1 8 5 7 - 1 8 6 0  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 2- 2 6 9  
Demonetization o f  1 8 5 1 - 1 8 5 7  Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 6 8 -2 6 9  
Perforating machine used for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8  2 
One Cent  stamps o f 1 8 5 7  series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 3 - 1 9 9  

Type I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 3 - 1 8 5  
Block showing Type I and Type I I  i n  comb ination . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 3  
Largest known b l o c k  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 3  
Variety " C u rl i n  N "  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8 4  

Type I a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 6- 1 8 7  
Finest known strip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8  6 

Perforations on . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 6 - 1 8 7  

Type l e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 8  
I l lustrations  o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 8  8 

Type II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 8 9 -1 9 0  
Big D ouble  Transfer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 0  
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Type III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 1  

Type Illa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 2 - 1 9 3  
Il lustrations o f  pair imperforate between . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9  2 

Type IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 3  

Type V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 4 - 1 9 9  
I m  perforate between . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9  8 
" E arring" ft.aw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 9 9  

Type Va . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 9 5- 1 9 6  

The One Cent Reprint o f  1 8 7 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 0  

The Three Cent S t a m p  o f  1 8 5 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 1 - 2 1 8  

Type I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 1 - 2 0 4  
Co lors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 2 

I m perforate between . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 3  
Plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 1 
Re cutting varieties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 2 

Type II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 5 - 2 1 8  
C olors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 9  
Cracked plates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 8  
Damaged transfi,r,  Double transfer i l lustrations . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 8 
D ouble Frame Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 7  
Part  Perforates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 9 
Plates used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 9  
Plate n umbers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 9  
Quantity issued . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 8  
Recutting varieties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 6-2 0 7  

Double .frame lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 7  
Recut Inner Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 6- 2 0 7  
Recut Triangles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 7  
Shifts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 0 8  

The Five Cent Stamps o f  the 1 8 5 7  Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 9 - 2 3 2 
Type I B rick Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 6 - 2  2 8 
Typ e  I Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 8 
Type I I ndian Red . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 4-2 2 5  
Type I Red Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 9 - 2 2 3  
Typ e  I Damaged transfer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 0  
Type I I  Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 9 -2 3 0  
Type I I  Orange Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 1 ,  2 3 1 -2 3 2  

The Ten Cent Stamps o f  the 1 8 5 7  Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 3- 2 4 3  
Type I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 3 3  
Type I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 4  
Type I I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 4- 2 3 6  
Type IV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 6- 2 3 7  
Type V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 3 7 - 2 4 3  

The Ten Cent Reprint o f  1 8 7 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 4 4  

The Twelve Cent Stamp o f  the 1 8 5 7  S eries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 4 5- 2 5 0  
Blocks o f  4 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 7  
Cover carrying 1 6 copies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 5 
Plate One pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 6 
Plate Three pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 6 
Plate Three sample imperf orate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5 0 

The Twenty Four Cent Stamp of the 1 8 5 7  Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 1 -2 5 6  
B l ock of 1 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 2  
Imperf orates o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 5 - 2  5 6 

The Thirty Cent Stamp of the 1 8 5 7  Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 7 - 2 6 3  
Block o f  1 6 ,  Mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 8  
Cracked plate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 5 7 ,  2 6 2  
Imper.forates o f  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 6 1  
Largest known block . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 6 3  
Trial color i n  black . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 6 1  

The Ninety Cent Stamp o f  the 1 8 5 7  Series . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 6 4-2 6 7  
Fakes o n  cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 6 5 - 2  6 6 
I m  perforates of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 6 6 
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